
  A NOTE FOR PARENTS   
The Parable of the Good Samaritan is one of the most well-known stories in the gospels. Its cultural 
impact even extends beyond Christianity to the point that we have a societal moral understanding that if 
anyone sees someone in need they should stop to help.  

Though this kind of commitment to care for others is a wonderful virtue, as Christians, we know that the 
lesson Jesus taught through this parable extends far deeper into the core of our heart motivations.  

It is easy to forget the context in which Jesus told this story—an expert in the law questioning (perhaps 
even challenging) Jesus about what was required to inherit eternal life. Jesus turned the question back to 
the expert who replied with a common Jewish understanding of the Old Testament law: Love God and 
love your neighbor. Jesus was pleased that he had answered correctly (Jesus also responded this way in 
Matthew 22:37-38), but the expert was yet to grasp the weight of his answer. 

The key to inheriting eternal life was not simply in knowing the correct answer to this question. Instead, 
action must accompany his knowledge. “Do this and you will live,” Jesus replied, urging him to put his 
words into practice. But how? Surely Jesus meant only that he love those who were good Jewish 
followers of God like him. That was the typical interpretation of who one’s “neighbor” was in the Old 
Testament during Jesus’ lifetime.  

Instead, Jesus again turned the question around. The question should not be “Who is my neighbor?” so 
that I can know for sure with whom I should share God’s kindness. No…for Jesus, the right question is 
“How can I be a neighbor to anyone who needs care?” Let yourself be the neighbor, regardless of who 
receives your expression of God’s kindness! 

The Samaritan as the hero in this story was absolutely shocking to the expert in the law, and the truth 
ought to challenge our interaction with others as well. How often is it difficult for you to show God’s love to 
un-lovely people? What actions or feelings get in the way of your being able to love others? Is there 
something stopping you from being a neighbor at all times?  

Our excuses are endless—selfishness, pride, worry, too busy, lack of concern, and more—but 
nonetheless, Jesus calls us to a better way. How often does it seem like I would be difficult for God to 
love? But…his steadfast love endures forever.  

Take the opportunity this week to model God’s love and care in your family. Have a meaningful 
conversation with them about how we can be an expression of God’s love for our neighbors, whoever that 
may include this week.  

We do not have to be the answer every need that is present in our sphere of influence, but we do need to 
play our part in bringing renewal to our community. Perhaps this week, you can reach out with a simple act 
to show kindness to someone who lives near you. Maybe it even needs to begin with someone who lives 
in the same house as you!  

Note: Look for a video introduction to this worship experience at lhcco.org/worship-at-home!  
If you’re looking for a kids lesson for your children to watch together on Sunday mornings, we recommend 
the TruFire lessons from the Assemblies of God. These lessons follow the same curriculum path that we 
use with LHC Kids. Find all videos at lhcco.org/teaching/kids-church 
                                                                      

http://lhcco.org/worship-at-home
http://lhcco.org/teaching/kids-church


  READ   
As a family, read Luke 10:25-37 

As you read, think about how God wants us to show his kindness to people around us. Talk about any of 
the questions below, and give opportunity for children and others present to pose their own questions:  

About the Bible text:

• Read Matthew 22:37-38—How does Jesus’ answer compare (Matt 22) with the expert in the law (Luke 

10)? Was the law expert wrong? 
• Who were the three people who came upon the traveler? Who should have stopped to help him? Why 

do you think they passed by instead of stopping? 
• Why do you think Jesus chose a Samaritan to be the hero of the story? 
• How do you think the expert of the Law felt as he listened to Jesus' story?  
• Why do you think Jesus told this parable? What point was He trying to make? 

About how the Bible speaks to us today:

• Do you think it's ever difficult for God to love us? 
• What would it look like, in today's society, to make a sacrifice for someone else? 
• Whom are we supposed to love? What are some creative ways that you can share God’s kindness? 

  RESPOND   
Jesus told the parable of the good Samaritan to expand His listeners' idea of what it means to be a good 
neighbor. Jesus wanted us to understand that the question is not “Who is my neighbor?” so I know whom 
I have to show kindness to. But instead, the question should be “How can I be a neighbor to anyone in 
need around me?” Being this kind of neighbor means we have to have our eyes, ears, and hearts open. It 
can be expressed in many different ways—but we have to be ready to see the need and respond to it! 

Grab a large piece of paper that you can work together to draw a picture of the street your family lives on. 
You can tape or glue printed images of the homes in your neighborhood or you can draw your own. Be 
creative and think about other things that might be found in the neighborhood, such as dogs or cats or 
trees or community mailboxes.  

As you create your neighborhood, ask questions about who lives there: Do you live in a neighborhood with 
lots of other kids? What sorts of things do people in your neighborhood like to do? What's something 
that's really cool about your neighborhood? How many names can you write of people that live in each 
house? What are some things that might get in the way of knowing the people in your neighborhood? Is 
there something stopping you from showing God’s kindness to them? 

Talk together as a family about one of your neighbors (maybe even the neighbor you know the least!) 
whom you can share God’s love with this week in a creative way. Maybe you want to write a note or draw 
pictures for them, perhaps you could take them cookies or cupcakes, or could you offer to help them with 
something they need like buying groceries, mowing their lawn or picking weeds?   1

  PRAY   
End your Bible reading in prayer. Talk about how each of you might learn from this parable how to guard 
our hearts against bitterness towards people who needs to experience God’s care. Encourage each family 
member to share at least one person or one way they want to share God’s kindness this week, and pray 
that God would give them strength to do so, even if it is uncomfortable. Use the questions below to help 
you identify areas were God can stand with you: 

• How can you thank God for the kindness he has shown to you? 
• Are there any people you find difficult to love?  
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• Is there anything that stops you from sharing God’s kindness with a specific person?  
• Who do you know that needs to feel God’s care? 

  SING   
Sing the song below together, and encourage everybody to reach out their hands to Jesus in worship. 
Explain that sometimes physically reaching out in worship can increase our willingness to praise God. 
Because we know Him for who He truly is--a God who loves us and cares for us--we can worship Him all 
the time, regardless of what happens. 

No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus  - Steffany Gretzinger  — https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2

Ejs2o-uhu4 

VERSE 1:

If my heart could tell a story 
If my life would sing a song 
If I have a testimony 
If I have anything at all 

CHORUS:

No one ever cared for me like Jesus 
His faithful hand has held me all this way 
And when I'm old and gray and all my days 
Are numbered on the Earth 
Let it be known, in You alone 
My joy was found 
Oh my joy, my joy 

VERSE 2:

Let my children tell their children 
Let this be their memory 
That all my treasure was in heaven 
And You were everything to me 

BRIDGE:

I'm still in love 
You're still enough for me 
Still all I want 
You're still my everything 
I'm still in love 
You're still enough for me 
Still all I want 
You're still my everything 

  BLESS   
Open a Bible and read John 13:34-35:  

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 

Hand each family member a sheet of paper and a pen. Have each person write a short, encouraging note 
(one or two sentences) that another family member would benefit from hearing. (Example: "You are made 
in the image of God. You are loved." Or, "God loves you. You can trust Him.") Then, crumple up their 
paper, and throw their papers in the middle of the group. Have each person pick up a crumpled note and 
read it out loud to the group. Remember that kind, encouraging words can be one way we show love to 
others. Finish this time with the following words of blessing:  

[Family member’s name] , May God fill you with His love so you know how completely He loves you 
and has cared for your needs. May God's love in you pour out onto others, no matter who they 
are, what they look like, or how they make you feel.  3
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