
  A NOTE FOR PARENTS   
Sometimes the words of Jesus are difficult are difficult to understand. At other times his words can even 
be difficult to receive and make a part of our lives. Even Jesus’ most trusted disciples struggled with how 
to understand and incorporate his message into the way they viewed the world of their day.  

In the Gospel of Mark, we encounter a climactic series of events in chapters 8-9. In one moment Peter 
made the remarkable declaration that Jesus is the Messiah, a title which he did not comprehend the full 
depth of, and in the next Jesus rebuked him for his shortsighted human concerns. Immediately, Jesus 
challenged his followers to walk with him along the path of suffering and the cross, while the following 
scene revealed the magnificence of his divinity in the transfiguration.  

The cumulative effect of this series of events reveals that Jesus demands our attention. Despite the time 
his disciples had spent with him, as witnesses to his powerful miracles and authoritative teaching, they still 
did not fully grasp who Jesus was or what he came to do. Even when they spoke words beyond their 
comprehension, like Peter announcement that Jesus was the Messiah, they were bewildered by what such 
revelations might actually indicate about the man they had been following for years. Jesus was not simply 
a man—He is God in the flesh. The resounding pronouncement from heaven in Mark 9:7 rings true for 
those of us who still wrestle with Jesus’ words today, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him!” 

This command to listen to him is just as true for Jesus’ demanding teachings as it is for his more benign 
ones. His message ought to keep us on our toes as we discover new means to live out his words in our 
modern world. The disciples thought they had mastered his message and grasped his purpose, but they 
were humbled at his rebuke and display of power. If they wanted to be his disciples, they would have to 
follow him along the uncomfortable path of suffering and humility.  

The disciples were not quite sure what to make of Jesus’ transfiguration on top of the mountain, but they 
were left in awe and silence at the majesty it revealed about him. Think about the shocking experience they 
had that day—Jesus transformed before them, his clothes glowed white, Moses and Elijah appeared, they 
heard the voice of God. It may be difficult to fully comprehend what happened, but it was clear that the 
disciples could not be the same after witnessing his glory. 

Likewise, we cannot remain the same after encountering Jesus! He changes everything and creates a new 
normal for us. Imagine your response to such a spectacular episode—You would never look at Jesus the 
same again. To witness Jesus in this way changes who we are at our core. We become people who 
worship, people who proclaim him to others, people who listen to his voice, and people who long to know 
him more deeply. 

As you talk about this story this week, try to allow the shocking nature of this encounter become palpable 
for your family. Jesus is not just another man who lived a normal human life. He is not merely a close friend 
who we share needs and requests with. He did not simply want people to appreciate his teaching and in 
awe at his works. He is God in human flesh!  

He calls for our lives and our families to be wholly and completely transformed by his powerful presence! 

Note: Look for a video introduction to this worship experience at lhcco.org/worship-at-home!  
Also, if you’re looking for a kids lesson for your children to watch together on Sunday mornings, we 
recommend the TruFire lessons from the Assemblies of God. These lessons follow the same curriculum 
path that we use with LHC Kids. The most recent version is available at https://covid19.ag.org/en/
Resources/FR-Kids-Resources/Tru-Fire-Week-6                                                                          

http://lhcco.org/worship-at-home
https://covid19.ag.org/en/Resources/FR-Kids-Resources/Tru-Fire-Week-6
https://covid19.ag.org/en/Resources/FR-Kids-Resources/Tru-Fire-Week-6


  READ   
As a family, read Mark 8:27-9:8 

As you read, think about how you would have responded to Jesus if you were present to witness these 
events. Talk about any of the questions below, and give opportunity for children and others present to 
pose their own questions:  

About the Bible text:

• What do you think led Peter to answer Jesus that he thought he was the Messiah? What do you think 

Peter meant by this? 
• Why do you think Jesus became so frustrated with Peter in verse 34? 
• What do you think Jesus means that people would have to “deny himself, take up his cross” in order to 

follow him? How can you save your life by losing it? 
• What would it look like for a person to “gain the whole world and yet lose his life?” 
• Use your senses to imagine what the experience on the mountain would have been like—what would 

your have seen with your eyes? smelled with your nose? heard with your ears? felt in your body? tasted 
in your mouth? 

• What do you think this incident indicated about who Jesus was? How do you think they acted after it? 
• What did God say about Jesus from heaven? 
• Read 2 Peter 1:16-18—What about this event stuck with Peter, even many years after it happened? 

About how the Bible speaks to us today:

• Place yourself in Peter’s shoes—How do you think you would have felt to have such a high and low so 

close together (v29 and v34)? 
• What in your life might need to change based on what Jesus said is required to follow him? 
• How should we respond to Jesus knowing that he is God’s son?  
• God said that his children should listen to Jesus—What has Jesus said that makes you excited to follow 

him? Is there anything that Jesus said that seems hard? How would these words change how you live? 

  RESPOND   
The fact that Jesus is God’s son is Good News! The God who created and rules the universe loves us. He 
loves his people enough to send his very own son to us. Another way the Bible talks about the good news 
of Jesus is by describing it as a glad tiding, or a good announcement. In a sad world, Jesus is a glad 
tiding. In a world that can seem to be filled with bad, Jesus is a good announcement. What does the good 
news mean to you? Take a minute to think about how Jesus is good, and tell God what you're thinking.  

To start, read the words from a song that God's people have been singing together for many years, and 
then we will share a few moments of quiet. Read the words of Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus: 

His Word shall not fail you--He promised; 
Believe Him, and all will be well: 
Then go to a world that is dying, 
His perfect salvation to tell! 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 
In the light of His glory and grace. 

Pause for a short time of silence. God loves to hear your prayers.  

As we continue to look to Jesus, let's worship by singing of his goodness! While we sing and dance, 
you're welcome to create a family pep rally sign that says, "Jesus Is the Good News." Sing, dance, or add 
your praises or prayers to our sign as the song plays. You might add big, bright words, exclamations, or 
praises. What do you want to say about the good news? What do you want the world to know about 
Jesus? Let your sign be a praise to God and a declaration to the world about who Jesus is to you.  1

 Adapted from TruStory lesson Cycle C Spring Lesson 12: Jesus is the Good News.1



  SING   
Sing the song below together, and encourage everybody to reach out their hands to Jesus in worship. 
Explain that sometimes physically reaching out in worship can increase our willingness to praise God. 
Because we know Him for who He truly is--a God who loves us and cares for us--we can worship Him all 
the time, regardless of what happens. 

You are Good  - Brian Johnson  — https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhMG_EnWuZg 2

VERSE 1:

I want to scream it out 
From every mountain top 
Your goodness knows no bounds 
Your goodness never stops 
Your mercy follows me 
Your kindness fills my life 
Your love amazes me 

CHORUS:

I sing because You are good 
And I dance because You are good 
And I shout because You are good 
You are good to me to me 

VERSE 2:

Nothing and no one comes 
Anywhere close to You 
The earth and oceans deep 
Only reflect this truth 
And in my darkest night 
You shine as bright as day 
Your love amazes me 

BRIDGE:

With a cry of praise my heart will proclaim 
You are good You are good 
In the Sun or rain my life celebrates 
You are good You are good 

  PRAY   
End your Bible reading and worship time in prayer. Encourage each family member to share what they 
would like to pray for. Talk about how each of you might talk with Jesus if he were sitting with you in the 
room right now: 

• What would you ask him? 
• How have you fallen short of his hopes for you?  
• What pains or frustrations would you share with him?  
• What are the good things in your life that you would thank him for?  
• Who are you burdened for right now that needs his love? 
• How do you think he wants you to listen to his voice this week? 

Even though Jesus is glorified as God’s son, he still takes time to listen to our needs and speak to each of 
us where we are. Take turns praying as a family. Encourage each person to pray by talking directly with 
Jesus, who cares for you and is present with you now as you gather. 

  BLESS   
Encourage everyone to lift their hands above their heads in praise of Jesus. Then read Hebrews 1:2-3: 

In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son. God has appointed him heir of all things and 
made the universe through him. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact expression of 
his nature, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After making purification for sins, he sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 

Invite everyone to gather in a group and put their hands on one another's shoulders. Then pray over the 
group the following blessing: 

May you be amazed by the glorious radiance of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. May your heart be 
lifted up as you wonder at his majesty and thank him for his deep care for your needs. 

 Words and Music by Brian Johnson and Jeremy Riddle  |  CCLI# 51918062



  RESOURCES   
The Bible Story Handbook: A Resource for Teaching 175 Stories from the Bible by John H. Walton and 

Kim E. Walton 

When your Church Can’t Meet, Gather your Family for Worship: How to Have a Family Worship Experience 
at Home — https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/march/when-your-church-cant-meet-
gather-your-family-for-worship-h.html 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/march/when-your-church-cant-meet-gather-your-family-for-worship-h.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/march/when-your-church-cant-meet-gather-your-family-for-worship-h.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/march/when-your-church-cant-meet-gather-your-family-for-worship-h.html

