
A NOTE FOR PARENTS 
Palm Sunday kids church lessons can be some of the most memorable for children who are so excited by 
the allure of holidays and invested in the inherent object lesson that is ready-made from the biblical story. 
Palm Sunday has a special way of sparking imagination at Jesus riding on a donkey as large crowds praise 
him, waive their palm branches, and spread their cloaks along the road for Jesus to ride over. It is easy to 
picture Jesus so beloved and worshiped, as it matches the reception we would expect for our miracle-
working, brilliant-teaching, savior-of-all. It is hard to imagine, however, how Jesus, so loved and adored one 
Sunday, would be so vilely rejected and resting in a tomb just one week later.  

If we are not careful, it is easy to lose sight of the true situation and meaning of the last week of Jesus’ life. 
The Jewish people in Israel at this time longed for a savior. They longed for a king who would enter 
Jerusalem on his war-horse, primed to overthrow their Roman oppressors and restore Israel to its former 
glory as the people and land where the true God resided and bestowed his blessing. It may have been easy 
for them to miss Jesus’ power as he ministered around the region of Galilee, some 80 miles to the north, at a 
time when walking was the only mode of transport for the average person.  

On the other hand, as Jesus moved toward Jerusalem, he was impossible to ignore. Perhaps the people 
heard of his insightful teaching, maybe they heard rumors that he was performing miracles, or was it possible 
that he had even raised a man from the dead just a couple of days earlier and only a couple of cities away?! 
Word spread quickly about him, and hope began to swell that he was the one they had been waiting and 
hoping for. They heard he was preparing to enter Jerusalem, and they ran to give him a king’s welcome.  

Only…when they saw him, he was riding a donkey instead of a war-horse. He looked humble as he rode on 
this workmanlike animal that symbolized peace instead of prosperity. Although he entered with the fanfare of 
the righteous king of Israel, their hopes dwindled at his lack of wartime resources or display of power. “What 
kind of king is this?” they wondered. For Jesus’ part, he knew that they did not understand his true intentions 
as king. In Luke’s account of the story, as Jesus crested the hill on the Mount of Olives and he got his first 
glimpse of the entire city, he wept at their unbelief and impending destruction.  

Jesus came as the exact king the people needed, but they misunderstood the true nature of their plight. His 
kingdom was required humility, but they desired vengeance. He offered peace with God, yet they hoped for 
deliverance from Rome. His salvation was from the sinfulness that plagued their hearts and actions, and they 
rejected him in favor of a false hope.  

When we envision Jesus as king of our world and we pray “Your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven,” 
we must be prepared that his answer may look different than our request. Jesus offers incredible hope in the 
midst of our difficult situations—he has the power to heal, restore relationships, overcome financial hardship, 
and help in all circumstances—but Jesus enters our world calling for our hearts and our lives. He wants us to 
not just celebrate him as he enters Jerusalem, but to take up our cross and follow him. His mission was to 
deal with Israel’s problems at a much deeper level than simply the Roman occupation. 

This week as you talk about Jesus’ final week in Jerusalem, work to tune your hearts into what Jesus really 
wants to do in your family. How can we faithfully follow Jesus as our king even when we don’t have access 
to our normal social situations? What does it mean to pray “Your kingdom come” in these times? How can 
we model Jesus’ kingdom here and now? Is Jesus asking us to follow him along a path that might be 
difficult? 

When we invite him in as king of our lives, we should not be surprised when he calls for a deeper 
commitment from us. He offers hope to the very real fears and the deep insecurities we now have, but his 
Passion week shows us that we must be ready to stand with him both in his fanfare and even more when the 
crowd shouts “Crucify him!” 



READ  
As a family, read Matthew 21:1-11 

As you read, think about how differently the crowd responded to Jesus during his entrance into 
Jerusalem in comparison with the hours surrounding his crucifixion. Talk about any of the questions 
below, and give opportunity for children and others present to pose their own questions:  

About the Bible text:

• Where did Jesus spend most of his time in ministry (Galilee—80 miles north)? Why do you think 

Jesus chose to travel to Jerusalem, the capital city?  
• Read Zechariah 9:9—Why do you think Jesus chose to ride a donkey into Jerusalem? How was 

this different to how other kings might enter a city? Does it sound like the donkey is a symbol of 
power or peace? 

• Read 1 Kings 9:13—Why do you think people laid their coats in front of Jesus?  
• In verse 9, Hosanna means “Save us!” Now read Psalm 118:25-26—What did the people’s 

words and actions in this story say about Jesus? 
• What kind of king do you think the people were hoping for? Who/what did they want Jesus to 

save them from (Romans)? How was Jesus different than what they were expecting? 
• Looking forward to Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection—do you think people were happy with 

how Jesus chose to be king? 

About how the Bible speaks to us today:

• Even if Jesus was a different kind of king, do you think Jesus was exactly who the people 

needed? Did they need to be saved from the Roman army or from their sins? 
• If Jesus were to come into our city as king, what do you think he would say to us? What would 

his kingdom look like?  
• How do you think Jesus wants us to follow him as king this week? 
• How can you worship Jesus this week with your life? In what ways do we need him to save us? 

RESPOND 
Create a cross that you can place somewhere in your house this week; then gather supplies for 
your family members to create crowns—paper, markers, glue, decorations, etc.  

When Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey, the Israelites recognized Him as King. The 
problem was, they didn't know what kind of king He was. We, however, have the privilege of 
knowing Jesus for who He really is: the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Where in your life do you 
see Jesus as the mighty King of Kings? How does it make you feel to know He rules over 
everything and everyone? Are there areas of your life you need to submit to Jesus, your King?  

Take a few moments to talk to God about these things. Then, when you're ready, you can respond 
to Him as you worship Jesus as our powerful and loving King. Point out the cross, the crowns, the 
markers, and the craft decorations. Instruct family members to create a crown, and write or draw 
about how they see Jesus as King or where they need to see or to submit to Jesus as King. They 
can also decorate their crowns using the craft decorations. When you're ready, place the crowns at 
the foot of the cross to symbolize how they're honoring Jesus as the King of Kings.  1

 Adapted from TruStory lesson Cycle B Spring Lesson 4: Jesus is King.1



PRAY 
End your Bible reading and discussion time in prayer. Encourage each family member to share 
what they would like to pray for. Have each person pray for one other family member’s request 
during this time and commit to pray for them the rest of this week. Pray for: 

• Anything they are worried about with the virus and its effects on “normal” life 
• To be reminded of God’s blessing even if things aren’t going well 
• To be willing and ready to give our concerns, and our whole lives, to Jesus the true King 
• To follow Jesus and model lives of peace and humility 
• God to give his comfort and encouragement to anyone who needs it 
• Attitude of mercy, kindness, and peace toward family members 
• Our leaders who need God’s wisdom and strength 
• Response of praise for God through uncertainty 

SING 
Because we know Him for who He truly is--a God who loves us and cares for us--we can worship 
Him all the time, regardless of what happens. We know He has a bigger plan, both for our lives and 
for His kingdom! As you consider Jesus being your King of Kings, feel free to dance, shout, and 
celebrate Him! Take a few minutes to play the song below and worship together as a family. 

Only King Forever  - Elevation Worship  — https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mq0VIIPl6xQ 2

VERSE 1:

Our God a firm foundation 
Our rock, the only solid ground 
As nations rise and fall 

Kingdoms once strong now shaken 
But we trust forever in Your Name 
The Name of Jesus 
We trust the Name of Jesus 

CHORUS:

You are the only King forever 
Almighty God we lift You higher 
You are the only King forever 
Forevermore, You are victorious 

VERSE 2:

Unmatched in all Your wisdom 
In love and justice You will reign 
And every knee will bow 

We bring our expectations 
Our hope is anchored in Your Name 
The Name of Jesus 
We trust the Name of Jesus 

BRIDGE:

We lift our banner high 
We lift the Name of Jesus 
From age to age You reign 
Your kingdom has no end 

BLESS 
As a family, spread out the blankets or towels to make a path. Then kneel on either side of the 
towels as if you're the crowd watching Jesus pass. Place the crowns you created earlier on the 
path, and as you kneel, open a Bible and read Matthew 21:9:  

Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 
in the highest heaven!  

Speak this blessing over each member of your family: May you know that Jesus is the King of 
Kings. May you be full of joy and praise because He alone is the King over all the earth. May you 
know that the King of all things loves you and cares for you.  3

 Words and Music by Christopher Joel Brown / Mack Donald Iii Brock / Steven Furtick / Wade Joye  |  CCLI# 70114382

 Adapted from TruStory lesson Cycle C Spring Lesson 3: Jesus is King of Kings.3



RESOURCES 
F.A.M.I.L.Y. Worship During COVID-19 — https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/
march/family-worship-during-covid-19.html 

When your Church Can’t Meet, Gather your Family for Worship: How to Have a Family Worship 
Experience at Home — https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/march/when-your-
church-cant-meet-gather-your-family-for-worship-h.html 

Talking to Children about Caronavirus - A Parent Resource — https://
higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NASN/3870c72d-fff9-4ed7-833f-215de278d256/
UploadedImages/PDFs/02292020_NASP_NASN_COVID-19_parent_handout.pdf 
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