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Introduction 

[RAMP] If you died at this moment, do you know whether you would go to Heaven?  This is a question 

that Believers have been asking others for more than half a century.  If the person answered, “yes,” then 

they would need to include their belief in Jesus Christ and having received forgiveness of sin from Him. 

 But what about this question; if you live for 10, 20, 30 years as a Believer how will you live a life 

pleasing to God?  If you answer with something like, “I’ve been a good person,” then you have answered 

incorrectly.  If you answer with, “I am pleasing to God by faith in Jesus Christ, who made me right with 

God, and I did what the Holy Spirit led me to do as best I could.”  This answer shows that the person 

understands that faith in Jesus Christ alone makes one right with God, and nothing else, but also good 

works are the result of walking by the Holy Spirit to reveal to Whom you belong. 

[RELEVANCE]  The entire book of Galatians is about justification by faith.  Paul explains in detail the 

Christian doctrine of justification by faith.  What is justification by faith?  Simply put, it is the belief 

that by faith in Jesus Believers are made right with God because of, and only because of Jesus’ 

death on the cross as the Lamb of God. 

[OUTCOME]  Today we learn that it is by God’s amazing grace that we are justified by faith in Jesus 

Christ. 

Body 

[CONTEXT]  Warren Wiersbe provides for us the context of our text this morning, “Since the Judaizers 

appealed to the law, Paul accepted their challenge and used the law to prove that Christians are not under 

the law. He took the familiar story of Ishmael and Isaac (Gen. 16—21) and drew from it basic truths 
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about the Christian’s relationship to the law of Moses. The events described actually happened, but Paul 

used them as an allegory, which is a narrative that has a deeper meaning behind it. 

Perhaps the easiest way to grasp the historical account is to trace briefly Abraham’s experiences 

as recorded in Genesis 12—21. Using his age as our guide, we will trace the events on which Paul based 

his argument for Christian liberty. 75—Abraham is called by God to go to Canaan, and God promises 

him many descendants (Gen. 12:1–9). Both Abraham and his wife, Sarah, wanted children, but Sarah 

was barren. God was waiting until both of them were “as good as dead” before He would perform the 

miracle of sending them a son (Rom. 4:16–25).  

85—The promised son has not yet arrived, and Sarah becomes impatient. She suggests that 

Abraham marry Hagar, her maid, and try to have a son by her. This act was legal in that society, but it 

was not in the will of God. Abraham followed her suggestion and married Hagar (Gen. 16:1–3). 86—

Hagar gets pregnant and Sarah gets jealous! Things are so difficult in the home that Sarah throws Hagar 

out. But the Lord intervenes, sends Hagar back, and promises to take care of her and her son. When 

Abraham is 86, the son is born, and he calls him Ishmael (Gen. 16:4–16).  

99—God speaks to Abraham and promises again that he will have a son by Sarah and says to call 

his name Isaac. Later, God appears again and reaffirms the promise to Sarah as well (see Gen. 17—18).  

100—The son is born (Gen. 21:1–7). They name him Isaac (“laughter”) as commanded by God. 

But the arrival of Isaac creates a new problem in the home: Ishmael has a rival. For fourteen years, 

Ishmael has been his father’s only son, very dear to his heart. How will Ishmael respond to the presence 

of a rival?  

103—It was customary for the Jews to wean their children at about the age of three, and to make 

a great occasion of it. At the feast, Ishmael starts to mock Isaac (Gen. 21:8ff.) and to create trouble in the 

home. There is only one solution to the problem, and a costly one at that: Hagar and her son have to go. 
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With a broken heart, Abraham sends his son away, because this is what the Lord tells him to do (vv. 9–

14).”i 

 

[P.O.D. #1]  THE TWO SONS. 

 ISHMAEL     VS.    ISAAC 

Physical Birth      Spiritual Birth 

Represent Sinners/Unrepentant People  Represents the Children of God 

        Born by God’s power 

        Brought joy 

        Grew & was “Weaned” 

        Believers are to grow and give up the  

         Law 

        Persecuted by Ishmael 

        Holy Spirit 

 

[P.O.D. #2]  THE TWO WIVES. 

 HAGAR     VS.    SARAH 

 Represents Law      Represents Grace- promise to Abram 

2nd Wife       1st Wife 

         Where God began. 

 Slave        Free 

 Not meant to bear a child     Meant to bear a child 

 Gave birth to a slave     Gave birth to an heir 

 Was cast out       Was kept 

 Was not married again 

 

“It is important to note that you cannot separate these four factors. The Judaizers taught that 

law made the believer more spiritual, but Paul made it clear that law only releases the opposition 

of the flesh and a conflict within the believer ensues (see Rom. 7:19). There was no law strong 
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enough either to change or to control Ishmael, but Isaac never needed any law. It has well been said, 

“The old nature knows no law and the new nature needs no law.”ii 

[APPLICATION]  CAST OUT THE LAW!  Paul, being informed by the Holy Spirit, was able to reveal 

the truth behind the lives of four Old Testament individuals.  Paul did this to show again that the Law is 

no good for bringing about justification- to make one right with God- and that the time has come for us 

to accept justification by faith in Jesus Christ just as Isaac was born after Ishmael.  DON’T LIVE BY 

THE LAW! 

 Don’t create a law to earn your way to Heaven.  Don’t create a law to make yourself feel right 

before God.  Don’t create a law to get your prayers answered.  Don’t create a law to live by the law!  I 

have done each of these things and I can say that I was personally miserable, and I made others miserable. 

 

Conclusion 

[DESSERT] 

[GOOD NEWS]  We no longer have to live by the Law for works righteousness!  The time for the Law 

has past!  Jesus has come, and now we are to live by faith in Jesus Christ for justification- to be made 

right! 

 
i Wiersbe, Warren W.. Be Free (Galatians): Exchange Legalism for True Spirituality (The BE Series Commentary) (p. 103-105). 

David C Cook. Kindle Edition. 
ii Wiersbe, Warren W.. Be Free (Galatians): Exchange Legalism for True Spirituality (The BE Series Commentary) (p. 107). David C 

Cook. Kindle Edition. 


