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 WHAT HAPPENED: 

“On September 11, 2001, 19 militants associated with the Islamic extremist group al Qaeda 

hijacked four airplanes and carried out suicide attacks against targets in the United States. Two of the 

planes were flown into the twin towers of the World Trade Center in New York City, a third plane hit 

the Pentagon just outside Washington, D.C., and the fourth plane crashed in a field in Shanksville, 

Pennsylvania. Almost 3,000 people were killed during the 9/11 terrorist attacks, which triggered major 

U.S. initiatives to combat terrorism and defined the presidency of George W. Bush.”i 

“The September 11 attacks (often referred to as 9/11)[a] were a series of four coordinated terrorist 

attacks by the Islamist terrorist group al-Qaeda[3][4][5] against the United States on the morning of 

Tuesday, September 11, 2001. The attacks resulted in 2,977 fatalities, over 25,000 injuries, and 

substantial long-term health consequences, in addition to at least $10 billion in infrastructure and property 

damage.[6][7] 9/11 is the single deadliest terrorist attack in human history and the single deadliest 

incident for firefighters and law enforcement officers in the history of the United States, with 343 and 72 

killed, respectively.[8] 

“Four passenger airliners which had departed from airports in the northeastern United States 

bound for California were hijacked by 19 al-Qaeda terrorists. Two of the planes, American Airlines Flight 

11 and United Airlines Flight 175, crashed into the North and South towers, respectively, of the World 

Trade Center complex in Lower Manhattan. Within an hour and 42 minutes, both 110-story towers 

collapsed. Debris and the resulting fires caused a partial or complete collapse of all other buildings in the 

World Trade Center complex, including the 47-story 7 World Trade Center tower, as well as significant 

damage to ten other large surrounding structures. A third plane, American Airlines Flight 77, was crashed 

into the Pentagon (the headquarters of the U.S. Department of Defense) in Arlington County, Virginia, 

which led to a partial collapse of the building's west side. The fourth plane, United Airlines Flight 93, 

was initially flown toward Washington, D.C., but crashed into a field in Stonycreek Township, 

Pennsylvania, after passengers thwarted the hijackers.”ii 

WHY I REMEMBER: 

1. ACKNOWLEDGE THE LOSS OF LIFE 
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a. Many innocent individuals lost their lives. 

b. Many service persons lost their lives willingly to fight against terrorism. 

c. Many first-responders willingly lost their lives. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGE THE UNCERTAINTY OF LIFE 

a. Life is short, so LIVE WELL. 

b. Life is short, so LIVE BOLDLY. 

3. RESOLVE TO PRESS ON IN LIFE 

a. Philippians 3:13–14, “Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing 

I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward 

the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. (ESV)” 

 
i https://www.history.com/topics/21st-century/9-11-attacks 
ii https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_11_attacks 
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