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Text: 2 Corinthians 9:7 

 

Introduction 

 

A cheerful giver DISCERNS the amount of the financial gift God is calling them to make (v.7).  

2 Corinthians 9:7 says, Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  Remember the definition of discern, “the 

ability to understand, interpret, and apply truth skillfully.”  Each of us has to answer to God 

as to how we lived our lives, and so each of us, on our own, must talk with God to DISCERN 

what we are to give as an offering to God. 

a. Not reluctant- God doesn’t want us to give unwillingly to God.  Has anyone ever 

given you a gift in this way?  It ruins the gift.  Have you ever given a gift unwillingly?  Giving a 

gift unwillingly is like a curse, every time we think of giving the gift we become angry. 

b. No coercion- God doesn’t want us to be manipulated into giving a gift to God.  If a 

pastor, or someone else, tries to manipulate you into giving a gift to God, then something is 

wrong…with the pastor or the other manipulative person.  When a pastor manipulates God’s 

people into giving financially that shows the pastor is trusting themselves instead of God.  Give 

what God has told you to give.  A cheerful giver DISCERNS the amount of the financial gift 

God is calling them to make. 

3. A cheerful giver TRUSTS God (v.7).  When we experience God meeting our needs 

on a regular basis, then we can TRUST God a little more, and a little more.  We live the Biblical 

principle of SOWING and REAPING.  We are cheerful givers when we experience God 

providing for our needs after we have given and our faith in God grows.  As we see God at work 



in our lives on a regular basis, we know God is real, God is with us, God is protecting us, and 

God is guiding us. 

Cheerful (verse 7):  7 Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Paul reveals the attitude with 

which the Corinthians, and all Believers, are to give.  CHEERFULLY.  The Greek word 

translated, “cheerful,” is “hilarós – disposed because satisfied – describing someone who is 

cheerfully ready to act because already approving ("already persuaded").”  A cheerful giver is 

ready to give financially because they have an idea of God’s amazing love for them…they know 

they have been forgiven of much…they know that God will provide for their every need because 

God has always done so in the past.  There is more, “2431 /hilarós ("won over, already inclined") 

is only used in 2 Cor 9:7 where it describes spontaneously non-reluctant giving.”i  Have you ever 

met someone with the gift of generosity.  It is like they have a sixth sense when someone needs 

something.  They have hyper hearing to the words, “help,” and, “need.”  BOOM, they are up and 

searching for the person who said, “help,” or, “I need…”  It is scary to be with these people 

because they will knock you over to give to the one who needs help.   

Believers are to give cheerfully to God because God loves a cheerful giver.  Why?  Because 

when we give cheerfully we show that we are serving God instead of money.  We give because 

we want to, and not because we have to…this reveals true love for God.  

 
 

i https://biblehub.com/greek/2431.htm 
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