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KERNSTOWN UMC 

Sermon Manuscript 

October 25, 2020 

 Text:  2 Corinthians 4:16-18   

Title: “The World is Passing Away” 

 SERMON SERIES: PRESS ON & PRAISE GOD [Week 4] 

 

Introduction 

[RAMP]  2018 was a hellish year for me, but was it for you?  Elise asked me; “Dad, what year of your 

life was your favorite?”  I answered, “Every year with your Mom!”  Maybe you can relate to what I’m 

saying.  2020 is different though because I think all of us would agree that it has been a tough year. Some 

years are harder than others for most people, but 2020 has been a challenge for all of us. 

[RELEVANCE]  How do you encourage yourself when life becomes challenging?  How do you 

encourage others when they are being challenged?  Paul provides us with an example from chapter 4 of 

2 Corinthians.   

[OUTCOME] Today is the last Sunday of the, “Press On & Praise God,” sermon series.  Today we are 

going to take a look at a spiritual truth that will sustain us through our present challenges. 

Body 

[CONTEXT]  Paul is writing to the Church at Corinth to encourage them because they were experiencing 

persecution.  Here is a summary of chapter 4, where we find our text: Paul explains to them that they 

participate in a ministry of light against darkness of evil (4:1-6); God sustains His Children while they 

work for Jesus’ glory and they will suffer as Jesus suffered (7-12); belief in the resurrection will sustain 

their strength as they suffer (4:13-15); and at the end of chapter 4 we have our text, which assures them 

that eternal glory will follow after this brief life of affliction (4:16-18).  
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 Paul is providing the Corinthian Believers truth for them to contemplate while they are being 

persecuted.  They were to have a, “single mind,” so that they may endure persecution.  What were they 

to consider? 

First, God was preparing their spirit for eternity in the next life right now.  God is preparing 

our spirit for eternity in the next life right now.  16 So we do not lose heart.  “So,” what?  Paul is 

referring back to what he just told the Corinthians about the resurrection.  He was excited that God was 

going to bring him, and the rest of the apostles, into the presence of Jesus with all the Corinthian 

Believers- and Believers of all time.  This truth is why Paul did, “not lose heart.”  No matter what Paul 

went through he was able to navigate it because he knew the best was yet to come.  Therefore he, “Pressed 

On & Praised God!” 

 “Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day.”   

Our, “outward nature,” refers to our body.  I have heard countless people say, “I look old, but I feel 

young…like I did when I was 18.”  The, “inner nature,” refers to our spirit that is being made into the 

likeness of Jesus by grace through the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit empowers our, “inner nature,” to 

learn more about Jesus, and apply what we have learned, so that our inner nature is growing, “better,” 

or, “more like Christ.”  At the same time, our outer nature is growing old.  God empowers our outer 

nature to do what is necessary to glorify Jesus, but it breaks down none the less.   

Recently, I was told of a story about a preacher who was in his 90’s.  This man needed to be 

assisted to the pulpit to preach, and those in attendance wondered if he would make it.  However, once 

the man was in the pulpit and began to preach, the Spirit of the Lord held him up and enabled him to 

preach as if he were a young man.  All of this demonstrates the power of the Holy Spirit working within 

us, so that we don’t get the glory, but God does.  God is preparing our spirit for eternity in the next 

life right now. 



3 
 

[APPLICATION] When we go through any experience we are to ask ourselves; what can I learn 

about Jesus through this circumstance?  We are to pray, “Lord, what do You want to teach me 

through this circumstance, so that I may be more like You?”  We will do this, if eternity is more 

important to us than our lives right now. 

Second, their current affliction was momentary and would result in an AMAZING 

inheritance.  17 For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond 

all measure… Our challenges are, “slight,” in that they are not long compared to eternity.  Our challenges 

are, “slight,” in that when we see the inheritance and reward God will give us then we will fully 

understand our challenges are, “slight.”  As one commentator explained it, “Paul does not mean that the 

splendor and privilege will be an earned reward, but that the way of the cross, costly service, is the only 

way to the newness of life with the risen Christ.  Weight may suggest that when the afflictions are put in 

one side of the scale, and the glory, the blessings, the privileges, in the other, the latter will by far 

outweigh the trials.”i  Second, their current affliction was momentary and would result in an 

AMAZING inheritance.  

[APPLICATION] When we go through trials of various kinds we can know that they won’t last 

forever.  They will pass and end.  There are only 57 more days left in 2020!  The pandemic will 

end.  There are 9 days until Election Day, and then afterwards we will have weeks and months to 

learn who the next President of the USA will be.   

Third, the world is passing away, so focus on the spiritual reality of life.  18 because we look 

not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot 

be seen is eternal.  The things that could be seen to which Paul was referring were, and are, the trials, the 

affliction of mind and body as a result of  the persecution, the injustice, the evil in this world, and the 

heartache it all caused.  The unseen spiritual realities to which Paul was referring were, and are, “the love 



4 
 

God has for us, the triumph of Jesus Christ upon the cross, the Kingdom of God, the character of Christ 

being developed within us by the Holy Spirit,ii the coming resurrection, our future inheritance with our 

loved ones and Jesus, and so on! 

 This truth was demonstrated to me after I moved from my first appointment in the Virginia 

Conference.  There were so many things I was concerned about at Belview UMC, but when it was 

announced that I was moving God’s people no longer, “listened,” as much to me.  Why; because they 

were mentally preparing for the next pastor.  I realized I was a, “Lame Duck.”  After I moved to my 

second appointment I would try and discuss things about Belview UMC with the new pastor, but the new 

pastor had their own ideas.  My ministry at Belview UMC, was great, but it had passed away.  Looking 

back, if I had “known” this I wouldn’t have taken things so seriously or thought of them as, “life or 

death.”  What concerned me about Belview UMC didn’t matter as much after I left.  What concerns us 

here is passing away.  I saw someone wearing an t-shirt that said, “REAGAN ’84,” and I laughed, because 

something that happened 36 years ago looks a lot different when you look back on it than when you live 

through it. 

 Paul wants the Corinthian Believers, and all Believers of every age, to realize that the things that 

happen in life are important in that they may help us become spiritually mature like Jesus.  Therefore, 

how we look at things that are seen is to be observed from the perspective of eternity.   Third, the world 

is passing away, so focus on the spiritual reality of life. 

[APPLICATION]  How serious are you about what is happening in your life?  Yes, we are to take 

life seriously, but if this world is passing away, then it is possible we are taking things TOO 

SERIOUSLY.  We are to take making disciples for Jesus Christ very seriously; are we doing that? 

Conclusion 
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[REVIEW]  Today finishes our Press On & Praise God Sermon Series.  Now, we will take a quick 

review. 

WK 1 we saw that we are to “plug in,” to the Holy Spirit if we are going to Press On & Praise God.   

WK 2 we saw that we saw Paul had a, “single mind.”  “The secret is this: When you have the single 

mind, you look on your circumstances as God-given opportunities for the furtherance of the gospel, 

and you rejoice at what God is going to do instead of complaining about what God did not do.”iii   

WK 3 we saw that the Kingdom of God cannot be seen, but that it does exist.  We live in the Kingdom 

of God because the Holy Spirit lives within us.  The Holy Spirit will lead us to reveal God’s Kingdom to 

our community as we live obediently to God. 

WK 4 we saw that trials are temporary, and God uses them for our good.   

[GOOD NEWS]  Everything is gain for us.  God makes everything in life benefit us.  Everything that 

sin, death, and evil steals from us God returns to us as an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure!  

PRESS ON & PRAISE GOD!!! 

 
i Buttrick, George.  The Interpreter’s Bible; Vol. 10, 1953. Pg. 324. 
ii Buttrick, George.  The Interpreter’s Bible; Vol. 10, 1953. Pg. 325. 
iii Wiersbe, Warren W.. Be Joyful (Philippians): Even When Things Go Wrong, You Can Have Joy (The BE Series Commentary) (p. 42). 
David C Cook. Kindle Edition. 


