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Sunday Morning Message 

KERNSTOWN UMC 

November 29, 2020 

Text: Mark 13:24-37 

Title: “HOPE” 

ONLINE 

Introduction 

 Today is the first Sunday of Advent.  Advent is the beginning of the Church year and 

consists of four weeks prior to Christmas.  Throughout Advent we prepare ourselves for Christ’s 

second coming by remembering the first time Christ came to earth.  Today is the first Sunday of 

Advent when we remember Christ gives us hope.  Hope is confidently looking forward to the 

future.  As Christians, we hope for Christ’s return when Jesus will make everything right.  Our 

text, from the thirteenth chapter of Mark, gives us reason to hope for Jesus’ return.  Let’s take a 

close look at it now. 

 

Body 

[CONTEXT]  In our text today Jesus is teaching about the time before His second coming to 

earth.  “At the time of the writing of this Gospel, Christians were experiencing persecution.  

Chapter 13 presents Jesus' promise that time is moving toward the coming of the Son of Man, 

who will gather all the people together and make all things right.”i  “The Old Testament provides 

much of the imagery for these verses (Joel 2:10; Deuteronomy 30:3; Isaiah 13:10; 34:4; Daniel 

7:13).  "But in those days" (v. 24a).  Jesus has been foretelling the destruction of the temple and 

the persecution of the disciples.  But after the events of verses 5-23 take place, the sun, moon, 

and stars will signal a momentous happening, followed by the coming in glory of the Son of Man.  

While the imagery is frightening, it is intended to encourage Christians who are living in 

frightening times.  It acknowledges their suffering, and promises that: 

  • The Holy Spirit will give them the right words to say (v. 11). 

  • "he who endures to the end, the same will be saved" (v. 13). 

  • The Son of Man will "gather together his chosen ones from the four winds, from the ends 

of the earth to the ends of the sky" (v. 27).  
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  While this is encouraging, it is also demanding.  Jesus places a high premium on faithful 

discipleship in the midst of terrible trials.  He calls for us to endure and to be watchful.”ii  So in 

Mark 13 we have Jesus’ teaching about the end times.  But what is hope and how does this text 

bring God’s people hope? 

 

[P.O.D. #1] What is hope?  There are two types of hope.  They are similar but there is a huge 

difference between these two types of hope.  The first type of hope is natural hope and can be 

defined by Webster’s Revised Unabridged Dictionary as, “A desire of some good, accompanied 

with an expectation of obtaining it, or a belief that it is obtainable; an expectation of something, 

which is thought to be desirable; confidence; pleasing expectancy.”iii  Natural hope is important 

because many wonderful things have resulted from this type of hope.  But this hope has no 

guarantee of success. 

The second type of hope is Bible hope and is similar to natural hope, in that it is also a 

belief in the possible expectation of a desire. The difference is that the foundation for Bible 

Hope is not founded on earthly reason, but rather on the promises given to us in the Bible 

from God.iv 

Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so 

that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

“In most instances in the New Testament, the word hope is the Greek elpis/elpizo. Again, 

there is no doubt attached to this word. Therefore, biblical hope is a “confident expectation” or 

assurance.”v  Some may wonder if there is in fact a difference between natural hope and bible 

hope by saying that they had hope and prayed for something but it did not happen.  In those 

instances we have to remember Romans 12:1 where God’s will is said to be good and perfect.  

We will not know immediately how our prayer requests were not in agreement with God’s will, 

but faith and hope will help us to trust that God knows best. 

 

[P.O.D. #2]  Hope becomes faith.  “If we diligently persevere in seeking God on a matter, hope 

will turn to faith, and our desire to reality. Hope is the first step in our receiving ‘things’ from 

God.   For, ‘faith is the (ownership or reality) of things hoped for, the evidence of things not (yet) 
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seen.’  Hope is the start of the walk of faith. Hope believes you can have it someday. Faith believes 

that you have it now (in your heart). Hope is the possibility; faith is the surety. Faith transforms 

hopes into realities. Hope is the raw material from which faith builds the house. Transforming 

our godly desires into reality is the purpose of hope and faith.”vi  For example, let’s take a look at 

an experience Dave Frederickson had on I-10 in Mississippi during August 2014.  A car had 

entered the highway going the wrong way and hit another car head-on.  One of the cars burst into 

flames and David said to his co-driver, “I’m going out there.”  His co-driver said they were dead, 

but Dave had hope that he could make a difference.  But not only did Dave have hope he had 

faith in God and prayed as he ran to the car, “I grabbed it, pulled the pin, and started praying as I 

walked to the wreck. God, please let these people be all right. But I was thinking at least I would 

try to put out the fire so the bodies wouldn’t burn.”    

When he got to the car this is what happened next, “I saw an older lady, trying to kick the 

door open. It was jammed. I put a little effort into it and it came open naturally. Wally came up 

behind me with another gentleman.  He said, “I see a hand, it’s moving.” There was a little girl 

in back, the woman’s granddaughter. I stepped back and used the fire extinguisher to keep the 

flames back as the others got her out of the car. As soon as we got them out, the fire burned 

everything.”   

David’s kids believe he is a hero.  “People say we are heroes. We’re not. They say, once 

you got out and started helping, everybody else came. Maybe they were getting out of their trucks 

the same time as me. I would hope all of us would actually get out and do the same thing. It was 

the only choice.  I’m convinced God used me for a vessel that day. I believe that we were meant 

to be right behind them.”vii  David had hope that he could make a difference and grabbed the 

small fire extinguisher that was in his truck.  David also had faith and began to pray asking that 

God would help him to do well.  Hope becomes faith.  

 

Conclusion 

 Hope is from God and it is a gift given to God’s children concerning their future.  Praise 

God!  Amen. 
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Introduction 

 Today is the first Sunday of Advent.  Advent is the beginning of the Church year and 

consists of four weeks prior to Christmas.  Throughout Advent we prepare ourselves for Christ’s 

second coming by remembering the first time Christ came to earth.  Today is the first Sunday of 

Advent when we remember Christ gives us hope.  Hope is confidently looking forward to the 

future.  As Christians, we hope for Christ’s return when Jesus will make everything right.  Our 

text, from the thirteenth chapter of Mark, gives us reason to hope for Jesus’ return.  Let’s take a 

close look at it now. 

 

[P.O.D. #1] What is hope?  There are two types of hope.  They are similar but there is a huge 

difference between these two types of hope.  The first type of hope is natural hope and can be 

defined by Webster’s Revised Unabridged Dictionary as, “A desire of some good, accompanied 

with an expectation of obtaining it, or a belief that it is obtainable; an expectation of something, 

which is thought to be desirable; confidence; pleasing expectancy.”viii   

The second type of hope is Bible hope and is similar to natural hope, in that it is also a 

belief in the possible expectation of a desire. The difference is that the foundation for Bible 

Hope is not founded on earthly reason, but rather on the promises given to us in the Bible 

from God.ix  Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our 

instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 

hope.  “In most instances in the New Testament, the word hope is the Greek elpis/elpizo. Again, 

there is no doubt attached to this word. Therefore, biblical hope is a “confident expectation” or 

assurance.”x   

 

[P.O.D. #2]  Hope becomes faith.  “If we diligently persevere in seeking God on a matter, hope 

will turn to faith, and our desire to reality. Hope is the first step in our receiving ‘things’ from 
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God.   For, ‘faith is the (ownership or reality) of things hoped for, the evidence of things not (yet) 

seen.’  Hope is the start of the walk of faith. Hope believes you can have it someday. Faith believes 

that you have it now (in your heart). Hope is the possibility; faith is the surety. Faith transforms 

hopes into realities. Hope is the raw material from which faith builds the house. Transforming 

our godly desires into reality is the purpose of hope and faith.”xi   

 

[P.O.D. #3]  In what does a Believer have hope?xii  Bible hope is based upon the promises of 

God and here is a brief list of things we may be hopeful about: 

1. The presence of the promised Holy Spirit (Romans 8:24-25).  

2. Eternal life and the inheritance of the saints (Titus 3:5-7) 

3. The return of Christ (Titus 2:11-14) 

4. Transformation into the likeness of Christ (1 John 3:2-3) 

5. Christ in us (Colossians 1:27) 

 These are only a few reasons why a Believer has hope through their relationship with God 

the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  Notice that the return of Christ is one of those 

reasons to have hope.  Mark 13:24-27 we are told that Jesus will return to earth to bring the current 

age to an end.  This news would have been extremely hopeful to those who were being persecuted 

and in danger of persecution.   

 

[P.O.D. #4]  How do Believers maintain their hope?  It has been 2000 years since Jesus’ first 

came to earth and there have been people from every generation who have been certain that Jesus 

would return during their lives.  We have to remember what Peter wrote about the delay in the 

Lord’s coming, “8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, 

as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 

everyone to come to repentance.  10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens 

will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything 

done in it will be laid bare.  11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people 

ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives…”  It has already been 2000 years and 
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God is very patient and so Christ’s return could be another 2000 years.  Nobody knows.  So how 

then can this text, which teaches Jesus will return, help us maintain our hope? 

 In chapter 13 Jesus uses three present tense imperatives, which are commands to continue 

an action.  The actions that Jesus wants us to continually perform and that will help us maintain 

our hope are: beware (v. 5); keep alert (v. 33); and keep awake (v. 35, 37).   

 Jesus tells us to beware, keep alert, and to keep awake.  Jesus uses three different words to 

emphasize the same thing- beware!  This implies danger and being prepared to respond 

appropriately.xiii  We have to continually keep our focus on Jesus through worship, prayer, bible 

study, fellowship in small groups, and acts of service.  In all these ways we stay focused on Jesus 

through the Holy Spirit’s power.  The dangers are we can be led astray (v. 5) and when Jesus 

returns we are living for ourselves and not Jesus (v.33).  These dangers can have devastating 

consequences to us and to others. 

 As we continually remain alert and keep awake, God provides us with hope.  So we see 

that we have a responsibility to maintain the hope that God the Holy Spirit gives as we open 

ourselves to God.  Hope makes a difference in our lives today….now.  Hope changes the way we 

live today.  What I believe is important about Jesus’ second coming is not when, but that He will 

return.  Jesus’ first coming revealed, yet again, that God keeps God’s promises.  So if Jesus says 

He will return again, then we know it is true. 

 

Conclusion 

 Hope is from God and it is a gift given to God’s children concerning their future.  Praise 

God!  Amen. 

 
i  http://www.lectionary.org/EXEG-Concise/NT/02-Mark-CONCISE/Mark%2013.24-37.htm 
ii http://www.lectionary.org/EXEG-Concise/NT/02-Mark-CONCISE/Mark%2013.24-37.htm 
iii http://hopefaithprayer.com/hope/bible-hope/ 
iv http://hopefaithprayer.com/hope/bible-hope/ 
v http://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-hope.html#ixzz3KSvl8ldj 
vi http://hopefaithprayer.com/hope/bible-hope/ 
viihttp://www.guideposts.org/inspiration/mysterious-ways/the-choice-to-trust-

god?page=0,1&utm_source=Inspirational%20Roundup&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2014-11-29_nl_the-choice-to-trust-god  
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