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3239 Valley Pike, Winchester, Virginia 22602 

540-667-7298 

www.kernstownumc.org 

Pastor Aaron Fitch 540-532-9493 

afitch@kernstownumc.org 

At Kernstown, we make Disciples as we: 

Know God 

Grow in God 

Sow God into the World 

 



Epiphany Sunday 

January 3, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting / Announcements  (live stream) Pastor Aaron 

    

Prelude David Landrum 

 

Call to Worship              Pastor Aaron 

Let us give thanks for all of God's mercies.  O God, our 

Covenant Friend, You have been gracious to us through all the 

years of our lives.  We thank You for Your loving care, which 

has filled our days and brought us to this time and place. 

 

We praise Your holy name, O God. 

 

You have given us life and reason, and set us in a world filled 

with Your glory.  You have comforted us with family and 

friends, and ministered to us through the hands of our sisters 

and brothers.  

 

We praise Your holy name, O God.  

 

You have filled our hearts with a hunger after You, and have 

given us Your peace.  You have redeemed us and called us to a 

high calling in Christ Jesus.  You have given us a place in the 

fellowship of Your Spirit and the witness of Your Church. 

 

We praise Your holy name, O God. 

 

You have been our light in darkness and a rock of strength in 

adversity and temptation.  You have been the very Spirit of joy 

in our joys and the all-sufficient reward in all our labors.  

We praise Your holy name, O God. 

 

You remembered us when we forgot You.  You followed us 

ONLINE SERVICE – 10:20 a.m. 



even when we tried to flee from You.  You met us with 

forgiveness when we returned to You.  For all Your patience 

and overflowing grace,  

 

We praise Your holy name, O God. 

     

Hymn                      Another Year Is Dawning (words on screen) 

   

Prayer for Illumination Pastor Aaron 

Blessed Lord, You have caused all holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning.  Grant us so to hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 

life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ, 

Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One 

God, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading Deuteronomy 3:9-13 (Old Testament) 

 

 

The Proclamation 

 

Dearly loved brothers and sisters, the Christian life is a life found in 

Christ, redeemed from sin, and consecrated to God.  We are those 

who have entered into this life and have been admitted into the new 

covenant of Jesus Christ.  He is the Mediator of this covenant.  He 

sealed it with His own blood so it would last forever. 

 

On one side of this covenant stands God, Who promises to give us 

new life in Jesus Christ, the author and perfector of our faith.  Every 

day God proves His goodness and grace to us, showing us that His 

promise still stands firm. 

 

On the other side, we stand as those who promise to no longer live 

life for ourselves, but instead to only live for Jesus Christ because 

He has loved us and given His life for us. 

 



There are times in our lives when it is important for us to remember 

and reaffirm our promises and vows.  In this same way, we come 

today to renew our covenant with God.  

 

Many generations have done this before us.  Today, we make the 

covenant our own, renewing with both joy and sincerity the 

covenant that binds us all to God. 

 

 

The Confession 

 

We are those who seek to live as true disciples of Jesus Christ, but 

sometimes we fall short.  Let us now examine ourselves before God, 

humbly confessing our sins and submitting our hearts so that we do 

not deceive ourselves and cut ourselves away from God.  Let us 

pray: 

 

Father God, You have set forth the way of life through Your Son 

Jesus Christ, Whom You love dearly.  We shamefully confess 

that we have been slow to learn of Him and have been reluctant 

to follow Him.  You have spoken and called to us, but we have 

not listened.  You have revealed Your beauty to us, but we have 

been blind.  You have stretched out Your hands to us through 

our friends, but we have passed by them.  We have accepted 

Your gifts and offered little thanks.  We are unworthy of Your 

unchanging love. 

 

We now confess to You our sins.  Please forgive us for the poverty 

of our worship…for the selfishness of our prayers…for our 

inconsistency and unbelief…for the ways we neglect fellowship and 

Your grace…for our hesitation to tell others about Christ… for the 

ways we deceive others…. 

 

Forgive us for when we waste time and when we misuse the gifts 

You have given us.  Forgive us for when we have made excuses 

for the wrong things we have done and when we have 

purposefully avoided responsibility. 

 



Forgive us that we have been unwilling to overcome evil with good 

and that we have not been ready to carry our cross.  Forgive us that 

we have not allowed Your love to work through us to help others 

and that we have not made their suffering our own.  Forgive us for 

those times when, instead of working for unity, we made it hard for 

others to live with us because of our lack of forgiveness, 

inconsiderate judgment, and quick criticism. 

 

Forgive us for when we have not tried to reconcile with others 

and when we have been slow to seek redemption. 

 

Forgive us also for these sins that we silently confess to You now. 

(All pray in silence) 

 

 

Words of Assurance and Pardon 

 

God, the Father of all mercies, is faithful to cleanse us from our sins 

and restore us to Christ’s image.  Praise and glory be to God through 

Jesus Christ our Lord!  Amen. 

 

Special Music                   Here I Am, Lord David Landrum 

 

 

The Invitation 

 

Let us gather here before the Lord, now, in covenant to commit 

ourselves to Christ as His servants.  Let us give ourselves to Him so 

that we may fully belong to Him.  Jesus Christ has left us with many 

services to be done.  Some of these services are easy and honorable, 

but some are difficult and disgraceful.  Some line up with our desires 

and interests, others are contrary to both.  In some, we please both 

Christ and ourselves, but then there are other works where we cannot 

please Christ except by denying ourselves.  Jesus Christ, we offer 

You this prayer: 

 

Let me be Your servant.  Let me follow Your commands.  I will 

no longer follow my own desires.  I give myself completely to 

Your Will. 



 

The power and strength to live as true servants is given to us in 

Christ. We accept the place and work that He gives us, 

acknowledging that He alone will be our reward. 

 

I am not my own.  I am Yours alone.  Make me into what You 

will.  Rank me with those You will.  Put me to use for You.  Put 

me to suffering for You.  Let me be employed for You.  Let me 

be laid aside for You.  Let me be lifted high for You.  Let me be 

brought low for You.  Let me be full or let me be empty.  Let me 

have all things or let me have nothing.  With a willing heart, I 

freely give everything to Your pleasure and disposal. 

 

Christ is Savior to those who are His true servants.  He is the source 

of all salvation to those who obey.  To be His servant is to consent 

fully to His Will.  Christ accepts nothing less.  Christ will be all in 

all, or He will be nothing. 

 

Now confirm this truth in holy covenant.  Make it a reality in your 

life in these five ways: 

 

First, set apart time in your day, more than once, to be spent alone 

with the Lord.  Seek to perceive God’s special care for you and 

gracious acceptance of you.  Carefully think through the words of 

this covenant and its conditions.  Examine your heart, even if you 

have freely given your life to Christ.  Name the sins in your life.  

Reflect on whether you are willing to choose Christ’s holy laws and 

strict commands.  Be sure you are clear in all of these so you do not 

lie to God! 

 

Second, uphold a serious spirit of holy awe and reverence. 

 

Third, claim God’s covenant.  Do not trust in your own strength and 

power, but rely upon God’s promise of giving grace and strength.  

In this way, He will empower you to keep your promise. 

 

Fourth, be determined to be faithful.  You have given your heart and 

life to God.  You have opened your mouth to dedicate yourself to 



the Lord.  With God’s power, never go back to your former way of 

living. 

 

And last, be prepared to renew your covenant with God.  Fall on 

your knees.  Lift your hands.  Open your hearts. 

 

 

The Covenant Prayer 

 

Let us pray together: 

 

My righteous God, for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, see me 

now as I fall down before You.  Forgive my unfaithfulness when 

I have not done Your Will.  You promise mercy if I turn to You 

with my whole heart. 

 

God requires that you rid yourself of every idol in your life. 

 

From the bottom of my heart, I here and now renounce every 

idol in my life, covenanting with You that I will not commit any 

known sin.  By turning against Your Will, I have turned my love 

toward the world.  In Your power, I will watch for any 

temptation that will lead me away from You. 

 

Through Jesus Christ, God offers to be your God again, if you allow 

Him to be. 

 

Before all heaven and earth, I here and now acknowledge You, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as my Lord and God.  I vow to give 

all of myself, body and soul, to be Your servant and to serve You 

in holiness and righteousness all the days of my life. 

 

Jesus Christ is the only way and means to God.  God has given us 

Jesus as the way and means to salvation. 

 

Jesus, I here and now accept You and the only new and living 

Way.  I join myself in covenant with You.  I come to You hungry, 

sinful, miserable, blind, and naked, unworthy even to wash the 

feet of Your servants.  With all my power, I accept You as my 



Lord and Head.  I renounce my own unworthiness, and vow that 

You are the Lord, my righteousness.  I renounce my own 

wisdom and take You for my only Guide.  I renounce my own 

will and take Your Will as my law. 

 

Christ has told you that you must suffer with Him. 

 

Jesus, I here and now make this covenant with You and accept 

whatever comes in life.  Through Your grace, I promise that 

neither life nor death will separate me from You. 

 

God has given holy laws as the rule of your life. 

 

I here and now willingly take on Your yoke and burden.  All 

Your laws are holy, just, and good.  I accept them as the rule for 

my words, thoughts, and actions, promising I will strive to order 

my whole life around Your direction.  I will not allow myself to 

neglect anything I know to be my duty. 

 

The Almighty God searches and knows you, even the thoughts of 

your heart.  

 

O God, You know that we have made this covenant today in 

sincerity, without deceit or reluctance.  If You find anything 

false in us, guide us and help us to set it right.  And now, glory 

be to You, God the Father.  From this day forward, I shall look 

upon You as my God and Father.  Glory be to You, God the Son.  

You have loved me and washed me from my sins in Your own 

blood.  From this day forward, I shall look upon You as my 

Savior and Redeemer.  Glory be to You, O God the Holy Spirit.  

By Your almighty power, You have turned my heart from sin to 

God.  From this day forward, I shall look upon You as my 

Comforter and Guide.  O mighty God, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, You have now become my Covenant Friend.  And I, 

through Your infinite grace, have become Your covenant 

servant.  You are mine and I am Yours.  So be it.  May this 

covenant that I have made here on earth be ratified in heaven.  

Amen. 

 



Lord's Prayer UMH 895 / Pastor Aaron 

 

LOVE FEAST 

 

Apostles' Creed UMH 881 / Pastor Aaron 

 

Hymn                 This Is a Day of New Beginnings UMH 383 

 

The Benediction Pastor Aaron 

Go forth in peace.  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all.  Amen. 

 

Postlude David Landrum   

             

Dismissal Service is over, and our Mission begins!    

______________________________________________________ 

 CCLI # 11408803 

 

 

Be faithful in prayer - Romans 12:12 NIV 

 

WINCHESTER MEDICAL CENTER:  Jeanne Newlin 

 

CARE FACILITIES:  

Consulate Health Care:  Connie Mitchell (PA) 

Spring Arbor:  Evelyn Perry (Cottage #405), 

  Marietta Lipscomb (#239) 

Mount Vernon Nursing Center:  Virginia Ebbs 

Search Group Home:  Steve Dobbins 

Sunrise at Bon Air:  Irene Gates (#205) 

Orchard Woods:  Phyllis Baker 

Lynn Care:  Rosalie Wehn (Mimi's grandmother) 

                                                                                                

UPCOMING SURGERIES:   

 

SYMPATHY:  Judy Allen; Ritter/Bowen families; Burns family; 

O'Dell/Spurr family; Burchard family; Look family 



  

MILITARY:  CPO Tiffany McMahan; MMN3 Seth Anton; LTC Tom 

Crowley; Jared Castro, ROTC 
 

OTHER PRAYER CONCERNS:  Pastor Aaron, Cooper, & Elise; 

Leathia Conrow; Pastor Clay Knick – lymphoma; Hannah Henshaw; 

Helen Fitch; Jim & Shirley Dick; Margo Cross; Margaret DeMayo; the 

Wilsons; the Gordons; Bill & Phyllis Tharpe; Norm & Nancy Tisinger; 

Marshall Carper 
 

Missionaries: Gregg & Jayne Yarian; Pastor Michael and Lupe Geiss 

  

Local Missions: VAN (Valley Assistance Network), The Winchester 

Rescue Mission, Lord Fairfax Food Bank, C-CAP 
 

At Home:  Bryan Hartley, Pat Price, Jean Snider, Claude Bennington, 

Mary Kathryn Clark, Tina Weagley, Florence Roman 

 

Prayer Requests: 
 

December 27 

Jeanne Newlin; Polly & Tammy Look and family; Pastor Aaron's 

Uncle Fred went home to the Lord a few weeks ago; Florence Roman's 

cousin, Lorraine; Katie Teets; Scott Edwards; Paulette Kenney; Sara 

Kough 

 

December 20 

Family of Jerry Rosner (Patty Burchard's brother); family of John 

Volpe; family of Joe Rodriguez; George & Sharon Teets; family of 

Brian Sites; Gary Steele; Rich Lichvar's daughter-in-law Kelly 

 

December 13 

Unspoken prayer requests from many in our congregation; Jim Dick; 

Caroline Fields is still sick; Lawton MacDonald (great grandson of 

Peggy Gillich); Michael Beatty; Allen Boyd; Kenny Wilson (the 

Wilsons’ brother); Bob Wilson; Lewis Wright family; family of Lloyd 

Harris; Bud & Judy Tackett; Steve Funk; Eddie Medlock (Will & Ann 

Rodgers’ nephew); Bishop Sharma Lewis & family on the loss of her 

mother; Madonna Sponaugle; Paulette Zottig 

 



December 6 

Family of Donnie Hillyard; family of Lloyd Burchard (Paul Burchard's 

brother); family of Mel O'Dell (Cheryl Spurr's father); family of 

Charles Burns, Jr. (Steve Burns' father); praise for Cindee's dad retiring 

on 12/11!; Susan Folger (Ruth Folger's sister-in-law); Peggy Gillich's 

daughter Susan; praise for Peggy Gillich's grandson recovering from 

COVID; family of Sandy Glover (Carolyn Carney's cousin); the 

Wilsons – had to put down their little terrier, Zoe; family of Rich 

Mahoney (Florence Roman's cousin) 

 
**If you would like for us to lift up a prayer request, please call the office at 540-667-

7298 or email us at, csteele@kernstownumc.org. We also have prayer request slips in 

the pews you can fill out and place in the offering plate.  These names will remain on 

this list for four weeks. 

 

Announcements 
________________________________________________________ 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP AT KUMC – We are taking a two-week 

break from in-person worship, since we gathered with family, friends, 

and out-of-towners for Christmas. We hope you will join us this 

morning for online worship at 10:20 a.m. on our website or Facebook 

page!  See you back in-person next Sunday, January 10, at 11:00 

a.m. in the sanctuary!  Remember to call or email by Thursday to let 

us know if you plan to attend. 

________________________________________________________ 

MEN'S CORE GROUP MEETING – The Men's Core Group will 

meet on Tuesday, January 5, at 7:00 p.m. on ZOOM. 

________________________________________________________ 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – It's back this week on Wednesday, 

January 6, at 1:00 p.m. on our website or Facebook page! 

________________________________________________________ 

COLORS OF HIS ABUNDANCE DEVOTION BOOKS – You can 

still get your copy of the 365-day devotion book, "Colors of His 

Abundance" written by our very own Mary Kathryn Clark!  Books are 

just $10 each.  This love offering will go directly to KUMC to help us 

in our mission to know, grow, and sow God into the world!  Russ Fitch 

is available to deliver a copy (or several!) to you if you simply call or 

email him (#540-773-4652 or ny97thvol@gmail.com).  "Colors of His 

Grace", Mary Kathryn's first book, has also been reprinted and is 

available from either Hunting Ridge Retreat or Mary Kathryn Clark. 

mailto:ny97thvol@gmail.com


________________________________________________________ 

SPPRC MEETING – SPPRC will meet on Thursday, January 14, at 

6:30 p.m. via ZOOM. 

________________________________________________________ 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING – The Finance Committee 

will meet on Sunday, January 17, at 3:00 p.m. on ZOOM. 

________________________________________________________ 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE – Submissions for our February 

newsletter are due Monday, January 18, at 12 noon. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 3 

10:20 a.m. Worship (online) 

 

Tuesday, January 5 

7:00 p.m. Men’s Core Group (ZOOM) 

 

Wednesday, January 6 - Epiphany 

1:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer with Pastor (Live Stream) 

 

Thursday, January 7 

9:00 a.m. Staff meeting (ZOOM) 

by 3:00 p.m. Call/Email to attend in-person worship on 1/10 

 

Sunday, January 10 

10:20 a.m. Worship (online) 

11:00 a.m. Worship (in-person, Sanctuary) 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF January 3rd: 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7 & 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12 

and Matthew 2:1-12 

CALENDAR OF OPPORTUNITIES 

January 3 through January 10 


