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Sunday Morning Message 

KERNSTOWN UMC 

January 24, 2021 

Text: Mark 1:14-20 

Title: “Where Would Jesus Lead You?” 

 

Introduction 

[RAMP] Can you imagine what it would be like if you heard someone say, “Hey, [YOUR NAME] come 

here I want to visit with you,” and that someone was JESUS!  It is going to happen in the life of yours to 

come, and it is already happening now through the Holy Spirit. 

[RELEVANCE] Can you see yourself in the shoes, or sandals, of one of the disciples?  I am thinking of the 

women who were following Jesus too.  Imagine being a part of that group, which was at least 120 people.  

Jesus called the 12 for a specific purpose, to go into all the world.  However, Jesus allowed others to follow 

Him, and He had them become a part of His Kingdom and the Early Church.   

[OUTCOME] If Jesus, in bodily form, came to you and said, “Follow me,” where do you think Jesus would 

lead you?   

 

Body 

[CONTEXT] What was the message of Jesus?  “His kingdom has to do with His reign in the lives of His 

people; it is a spiritual realm and not a political organization. The only way to enter God’s kingdom is by 

believing the good news and being born again (John 3:1–7).  The gospel is called “the gospel of God” 

because it comes from God and brings us to God. It is “the gospel of the kingdom” because faith in the 

Savior brings you into His kingdom. It is the “gospel of Jesus Christ” because He is the heart of it; without 

His life, death, and resurrection, there would be no good news. Paul called it “the gospel of the grace of 

God” (Acts 20:24) because there can be no salvation apart from grace (Eph. 2:8–9). There is only one 

gospel (Gal. 1:1–9), and it centers in what Jesus Christ did for us on the cross (1 Cor. 15:1–11).”i   
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[APPLICATION] When Jesus asks us to follow Him, we are to make His message our message.  The 

Gospel is the lens through which we look when making any and all decisions of our lives.  We must ask; 

what, when, how will I be able to tell others the Good News of Jesus if I do … [this]?  Being mindful of the 

answer to this question will help us to invite the Holy Spirit into our decision making as well.  Not only 

will we wonder if a decision is good for us, but also the Kingdom of God and Jesus’ message.  

 What did Jesus ask people to do?  “Jesus preached that people should repent (change their minds) 

and believe (see Acts 20:21). Repentance alone is not enough to save us, even though God expects 

believers to turn from their sins. We must also put positive faith in Jesus Christ and believe His promise of 

salvation. Repentance without faith could become remorse, and remorse can destroy people who carry a 

burden of guilt (see Matt. 27:3–5; 2 Cor. 7:8–10). 

[APPLICATION] When Jesus asks us to follow Him, we are to share His message everywhere we go.  

During Jesus’ earthly ministry He asked the general public to repent, believe, and follow His teachings.  

This is the same for us today.  Jesus also had followers who were called disciples, and 12 of those disciples 

were apostles who were told by the living and incarnate Jesus to go into all the world and make more 

followers of Jesus.  In addition, they too were to repent, believe, and follow His teachings. 

 Today, a disciple is to do what Jesus asked of the general public, and His disciples who followed 

Him for three years during His earthly ministry.  The Holy Spirit may call you to become a missionary too, 

but more likely Jesus will call us to live where we are and tell everyone we know how much Jesus has done 

for us. 

 When I am visiting with someone, I will usually ask how the person is doing.  I want to know if 

there is anything going on that is bothering them.  That helps me discern what kind of answer or suggestion 

to give them from Scripture that will help them live by faith and not fear.  It is a chance to apply the Gospel 

to their lives and help them to get their focus off of their current circumstances and onto the Good News.  

Then we move on to current events, and then the weather.  Discussing current events also helps to provide a 
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chance to discuss biblical principles.  I want Jesus to be the main topic of discussion because He brings 

peace, joy, hope, and love to all of His disciples. 

 How did Jesus teach and preach?  “Because Jesus preached with authority, He was able to call men 

from their regular occupations and make them His disciples. Who else could interrupt four fishermen at 

their work and challenge them to leave their nets and follow Him? Several months before, Jesus had 

already met Peter, Andrew, James, and John, and they had come to trust Him (see John 1:35–49). This was 

not their initial call to faith and salvation; it was an initial call to discipleship.”ii 

[APPLICATION] When Jesus asks us to follow Him, we are to live as He did by the power of the Holy 

Spirit sharing our victories and defeats as illustrations to Scripture.  We can all tell when a person 

knows what they are talking about and when they don’t.  We can all tell when a person is talking 

theoretically, not tried what they are discussing in real life, and when a person is speaking practically who 

are speaking from experience and sharing their wisdom.  What are your experiences with God?  These are 

invaluable because they change theoretical teaching into practical teaching where you share wisdom about 

the Scriptures.  Your life was a laboratory in which the Holy Spirit proved biblical principles to be true, and 

you are to share the results of the Holy Spirit’s work in your laboratory of life.  Doing this can have a huge 

impact, more than we realize, on the people we meet.  

 What did Jesus offer those who followed Him?  “Jesus did not invent the term, “fishers of men.” In 

that day, it was a common description of philosophers and other teachers who “captured men’s minds” 

through teaching and persuasion. They would “bait the hook” with their teachings and “catch” disciples. It 

is likely that as many as seven of our Lord’s disciples were fishermen (John 21:1–3). Surely the good 

qualities of successful fishermen would make for success in the difficult ministry of winning lost souls: 

courage, the ability to work together, patience, energy, stamina, faith, and tenacity. Professional fishermen 

simply could not afford to be quitters or complainers!”iii 
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[APPLICATION] When Jesus   Jesus offered them a chance to change the world one person at a time.  

Jesus offered them a chance to make a difference in the lives of everyone they met.  Jesus offered them 

companionship and fellowship.  Jesus offered them the chance to fully trust in Him and no longer upon 

themselves, which would provide perfect peace, hope, joy, and love for God and others. 

 

Conclusion 

[DESSERT] Here is a story that illustrates that our lives are to match Jesus’ message.  “A father and son 

arrived in a small western town looking for an uncle whom they had never seen. Suddenly, the father, 

pointing across the square to a man who was walking away from them, exclaimed, “There goes my uncle!”  

His son asked, “How do you know when you have not seen him before?”  “Son, I know him because he 

walks exactly like my father.”  If we walk in the Spirit, the world should know us by our walk.”iv 

[GOOD NEWS] We have a purpose in life.  Our purpose is to know Jesus, to enjoy our relationship with 

Jesus, and to share Jesus’ message by what we say and how we live.  We know this.  We have heard a 

message like this before.  Let’s use this morning’s message as a reminder to ask the Holy Spirit to show us 

the areas of our lives in which we are following Him and those areas upon which we need to work.  Amen.   
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