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Sunday Morning Message 

KERNSTOWN UMC 

January 10, 2021 

Text: Mark 1:4-11 

Title: “The Voice of God” 

 

Introduction 

[RAMP] When was the last time God spoke to you?  My next question is: in what way did God speak to 

you? 

[RELEVANCE] During the Season of Epiphany we are reminded that God gives spiritual enlightenment 

to those who seek Him, and to those who are not seeking Him yet.  As United Methodists we refer to this 

as prevenient grace- the favor of God that draws us to God, and sanctifying grace- the favor of God that 

transforms us into holy followers of Jesus.  God gives spiritual enlightenment by speaking to us. 

[OUTCOME] How does God speak?  Do we play a role in hearing God speak?  

 

Body 

 John the Baptist was a man who heard God speak to him.  If we look to John the Baptist, then we 

can find some of the ways in which God speaks. 

 

[Point of Discovery #1] Who was John the Baptist?  John the Baptist was a prophet sent by God to 

prepare God’s people to hear the message of Jesus Christ.  He was also Jesus’ cousin.  How did John the 

Baptist prepare God’s people to hear the message of Jesus Christ?  First, he told God’s people they 

needed to turn from sin and turn towards God. 4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  Second, he told everyone the Messiah 

was coming very soon.  7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 

am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but 

he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  Third, John the Baptist was passionate about his message 

and that was his only purpose in life.  We know this because of what verse 6 says, “Now John was 

clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.”   

God’s people were waiting for a Savior for thousands of years.  All of the prophets of the Old 

Testament told God’s people to look for the Messiah.  God wanted God’s people to be ready for the 

Messiah that God sent Elijah to prepare God’s people for Him.  Malachi 4:5 says, “5 Lo, I will send you 

the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes.”  This prophecy was fulfilled in 
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John the Baptist as we learn from Jesus when He told His disciples, “9 Then what did you go out to see? 

A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written: “‘I will 

send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’” (Matthew 11:9-10”) John the 

Baptist didn’t see himself as Elijah, but Jesus confirmed that he was Elijah.  What does this mean?  Both 

Elijah and John the Baptist had the same message for God’s people - REPENT! 

John the Baptist had a message for God’s people.  He saw that their hearts were far from the Lord 

while they honored God with their lips.  God gave John the Baptist a message, so that they would hear 

the voice of God.  John the Baptist’s message was not a new one.  God’s people could already find it in 

the writings of Isaiah, Malachi, and 1 Kings.  God’s people would be able to confirm God was speaking 

to them by the content of what John the Baptist was saying.   

We hear the voice of God the same way.  When we read the Bible.  When we listen to preaching 

and teaching that opens up the meaning of Scripture.  These are only a few ways in which God speaks to 

us, but God can use anything and anyone. 

We recognize God’s voice by the affect it has upon us.  When God speaks to us, we will recognize 

Who it is speaking.  Psalm 29 describes God’s voice, “The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God 

of glory thunders the Lord thunders over the mighty waters.  4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; the 

voice of the Lord is majestic.  5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks in pieces the 

cedars of Lebanon.  The voice of the Lord strikes with flashes of lightning.”  Everybody takes notice 

when God speaks!  Even those who are deaf and blind can hear and recognize the voice of the Lord, 

which is like thunder and lightning.  The word of God, “shakes,” us because it is so applicable, pertinent, 

real to our lives.  But all we hear is, “a small still voice,” just like Elijah did in 1 Kings 19. 

When I was a kid, and me and Mom were out in public, if I wasn’t acting right; do you know what 

my Mom would do?  She would walk over to me, give me a look, and very quietly say- because she 

didn’t want to cause a scene- “You better shape up!  You know better than to act this way!”  I knew right 

then and there I had better shape up.  Mom didn’t speak loudly.  Mom used, “a small still voice,” and 

what she said was applicable, pertinent, and real that its affect upon me was to listen and act upon what 

she said.  The same is true with the voice of God.  We recognize the voice of God by its affect upon us. 

At this point we have discussed how God speaks.  Now let’s turn to what our role is in hearing 

God’s voice.  When we are unable to hear, we remove all distractions so that we can focus all of our 

selves to listen.  That means we turn off the car radio.  That means we pull over and park the car, so that 

we are not distracted by driving.  That means we yell at our kids, “QUIET, AND QUIT YOUR 
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ARGUING I’M TRYING TO LISTEN!”  That means we use, “a small still voice,” and say, “Be quiet!”  

In order to listen we have to prepare ourselves, so that we can hear. 

Now the Good News is that God communicates with us even when we don’t want to listen, when 

we don’t try to listen, when we run in the opposite direction, and when we think God won’t speak to us.  

But God gets our attention and God speaks and we hear.  Praise God!  None have an excuse before God, 

because God speaks to everyone. 

But I want to focus on what we are to do if we want to hear from God.  What we are to do is 

REPENT.  Repent.  Repentance is turning to God.  Repentance is turning away from things in the world 

that distract us and take up our attention and time, and turning to God by spending quality time actively 

practicing the Means of Grace and the Works of Mercy.  Repentance is to, “Trust in the Lord with all 

your heart, and do not rely on your own insight.  6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 

straight your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

 

[P.O.D. #2] What is repentance?  Repentance has been defined this way, “Repentance, or metanoia, the 

Greek word, refers to far more than simply being or saying one is sorry for past sins, far more than mere 

regret or remorse for such sins. It refers to a turning away from the past way of life and the inauguration 

of a new one, in this case initialized by an act of baptism.”i  Turning away from sin and towards God 

means that we change the way we live, which is radical and takes work.  As we turn away from sin and 

towards God, the Holy Spirit moves toward us by working within our hearts and minds, by sanctifying 

grace, to remove the desire of sin.  As we turn towards God, our desire for sin will decrease as we 

experience the Holy Spirit’s transforming power.  Does this happen in an instant?  No.  It is a process 

that is filled with times of failure, but with more times of success. 

 

[P.O.D. #3] How do we repent? 

First, we repent by receiving Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  If we have never asked 

Jesus to be our Savior, then we tell the Lord we are sinful, need to be forgiven, ask for forgiveness by 

Jesus who died for us, and then tell someone that we have asked Jesus to be our Savior.  Just as Paul 

wrote the Romans, “[9] because, if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  [10] For man believes with his heart and so is 

justified, and he confesses with his lips and so is saved.”ii  This is the sinner’s prayer where a person 
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receives Christ as Savior.  This is the first step everyone must take to repent of sin.  We need Jesus and 

the Holy Spirit to empower us to repent.  We repent by receiving Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.   

Second, we must recognize that we need to repent- turn away from the past way of life and 

turn towards God- daily.  We may think that since we received Jesus as our Lord and Savior way back 

when, that we are fine.  Pride keeps God’s people from repentance today also.   We need to repent daily 

of our sin.  None of us is immune to the devastating affects of sin and the deceitfulness of pride.  Sin 

destroys our intimacy with God, and pride in knowing we are God’s children may keep us from 

recognizing how far we may have drifted from God.  We are totally forgiven by the blood of Jesus.  

Nothing we do, but what Jesus has done makes us right with God.  When we sin, it is an opportunity for 

us to humbly acknowledge we need God.  This is the good that the Holy Spirit makes come from sin and 

repentance.  We must recognize that we need to repent- turn away from the past way of life and 

turn towards God- daily.   

 Third, we need to find individuals whom we trust and who love us to keep us accountable- 

people who will keep us straight.  I’m praying that the small group ministry we are developing will 

provide congregation members an opportunity to hold one another accountable to practicing the means 

of grace.  We need to find individuals whom we trust and who love us to keep us accountable for 

spiritual growth.   

 

Conclusion 

 John the Baptist was a prophet who was sent to God’s people to prepare them for the Messiah 

who is Jesus.  John the Baptist prepared God’s people for Jesus by calling them to turn from their sin and 

be baptized.  He was speaking God’s message.  When the Savior arrived, they would then be ready to 

believe in Him, and have peace with God.  Thus, they would receive eternal life.  The Good News is 

that God still speaks.  Have you repented of your sin lately?  God is waiting for you.  Amen. 

 
i http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?lect_date=12/5/2010 
ii RSV Romans 10:9-10 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?lect_date=12/5/2010

