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Introduction 

[RAMP] Have you ever prayed to God that you would die?  Have you ever prayed, “It is enough!  Now, 

Lord, take my life…!  After the year we have had maybe you have prayed that prayer a number of times 

already.  If you have prayed to die, or have thought about it, then you are blessed because Elijah prayed 

to die.  We are going to take a look at the circumstances of his prayer today. 

[RELEVANCE] A few weeks ago, during Advent, we discussed hope, which is the confident assurance 

of God’s promises coming true.  But what happens when you think you know exactly what God wants, 

you work with God to develop plans to bring about God’s desire, and then something happens where 

what you anticipated happening does not happen?  Have you ever been there? 

[OUTCOME] Today we are going to discuss, “God is at Work,” and what we are to do when God doesn’t 

make sense. 

 

Body 

[CONTEXT] From our text we have read that Elijah has had a mountain top experience with God.  Wind, 

fire, earthquake, and a small still voice!  Elijah has a conversation with God.  Let’s take a step back and 

study our text in context. 

Ch.18:16-45 Elijah confronts King Ahab and all the priests of Baal on Mt. Carmel.  The priests 

of Baal dance around, yell, and cut themselves in order to get Baal to act.  Baal does nothing, because 

Baal does not exist.  God’s people were worshipping a false God instead of the true God, YHWH.  God 

proved that there is no other God by sending fire down from heaven and consuming both altars with bull 

sacrifices upon them.  Even the stones that the altars were made of were consumed.  Elijah called for the 

Baal priests to be killed, and God’s people do just that.  King Ahab goes back to his wife, Jezebel and 

tells her all that happened. 

Ch. 19:1-9 Queen Jezebel sends a messenger to Elijah and tells him she is going to kill him in the 

next 24hrs.  Elijah becomes scared and runs 80 miles away to Beersheba. Then he goes another 20 miles, 

a day's journey, to talk with the Lord.  An angel of the Lord touches Elijah and gives him food and 
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strengthens him, so that he may go all the way to Mt. Horeb, probably Mt. Sinai, which is another 250 

miles from Jezebel. 

It has been suggested that Elijah was discouraged that King Ahab and Queen Jezebel didn’t repent 

and turn to the Lord to worship and serve Him.  Possibly Elijah thought that finally Ahab and Jezebel 

would see that they must serve God and not Baal.  Instead, they refused to obey God and Jezebel threatens 

Elijah’s life.i   

What would Elijah do?  You would think that he would not be afraid of Jezebel after God did a 

miracle upon Mt. Carmel, but not so.  Elijah runs!  “We cannot say for certain if this was led of God or 

not. It is clear that God wanted to protect Elijah, but we cannot say if God wanted to protect him at Jezreel 

or protect him by getting him out of Jezreel. Nevertheless, Elijah went about 80 miles south to Beersheba. 

“Probably Elijah had played into Jezebel’s hand. Had she really wanted Elijah dead, she surely 

would have seized him without warning and slain him. What she desired was that Elijah and his God be 

discredited before the new converts what had aided Elijah by executing the prophets of Baal.” (Patterson 

and Austel) 

“Elijah failed in the very point at which he was strongest, and that is where most men fail. In 

Scripture, it is the wisest man who proves himself to be the greatest fool; just as the meekest man, Moses, 

spoke hasty and bitter words. Abraham failed in his faith, and Job in his patience; so, he who was the 

most courageous of all men, fled from an angry woman.” (Spurgeon)ii 

Elijah didn’t know what God was doing.  Why had God allowed Jezebel and Ahab to defy God 

once again and not obediently turn to God?  Why didn’t God turn around the country of Israel?  Clearly 

God was at work, but what was God doing?  Didn’t God care about God’s people?  Wouldn’t it be best 

for God’s people if the King served God like King David had done?  Wouldn’t it be best for a spiritual 

revival to take place?  What was God doing? 

[APPLICATION] Doesn’t this sound familiar?  We know what is best for ourselves, our family, our 

friends, our church, God’s people all over the world, our country, and so on.  We know best.  Elijah 

thought he knew what God was up too, but then Jezebel threatened him, and he ran.  Are you running?  

Are you trying to figure out what God is doing?  If so, good.  Settle in for the rest of the story. 

 If you can relate to what Elijah is going through, then watch what God does in Elijah’s life.  God 

may do the same in yours to sustain you as well. 

 First, God gave Elijah an experience a personal encounter with God.iii  God passed by Elijah 

like he did Moses.  It may have been in the same place that Moses was at that Elijah now stood.  God 
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knew what Elijah needed, and God knows what each of us need.  We need more of God.  Seek God my 

friends.  Seek God with all of your heart, mind, and soul if you are running scared like Elijah did.  Run 

straight to God. 

 God asks Elijah why he was at Mt. Horeb/ Mt. Sinai for a second time.  Elijah gives the same 

answer, ““I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your 

covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 

seeking my life, to take it away.” (1 Kings 19:14) Elijah was having a pity party.  Have you ever had one 

of those?  I try not to have them because they are very dangerous.  However, I still have pity parties.  Pity 

parties are so dangerous because it is easy to justify to ourselves bad behavior when we are having a pity 

party.  If you find yourself having a pity party, then please run to God.  Go straight to God’s presence 

through worship, prayer, bible study, or whatever means you need.  But go into God’s presence straight 

away.   

 What does God do while Elijah is having a pity party?  God doesn’t say, “Poor Elijah. I’m sorry 

you have had it so rough.”  God doesn’t do this at all.  God knows what is best for Elijah. 

 Second, God gave Elijah something to do- work.  It seems illogical in some ways to think that 

what Elijah needed was more responsibility.  He had just been through a lot and he did get some rest on 

his 350-mile journey from God, but maybe what Elijah needed was to go on retreat.  Elijah needed a 

vacation or something. 

 Nope. Not at all.  God knew Elijah needed more work to do and gave him a bunch.  Let’s look at 

everything God gave Elijah to do and what it ultimately meant. 

The first job God gave Elijah was to, “Go, return on your way… anoint Hazael as king over 

Syria: “Then the Lord did what perhaps was best of all for Elijah, he gave him some more work to do. 

He sent him off about his Master’s business again; and I warrant you that, when Elijah went back over 

that road, it was with a very different step from that which brought him down to Beersheba. He had come 

along terrified and distressed; but now he goes back with the majesty that belongs to the Tishbite, he is 

afraid of no Jezebel now.” (Spurgeon) 

The second job God gave Elijah was to, “You shall anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as king 

over Israel: God had more work for Elijah to do. He would also demonstrate God’s choice of Jehu to 

be the king to succeed the corrupt Ahab and his wife Jezebel. 

The third job God gave Elijah was to, anoint Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel Meholah you 

shall anoint as prophet in your place: God gave something else to the discouraged and depressed 
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prophet, beyond work to do. He also gave him a friend and a successor.  Elijah needed a friend; the 

core of his complaint before God was that he was alone. God let him know that there was a man ready 

to learn from the great prophet and be his disciple and companion.  Elijah also needed hope, and since 

Elisha would be raised up as a successor to Elijah’s prophetic office, Elijah then knew that his work 

would continue even after his death.” 

God also gave Elijah a revelation.  It shall be that whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, 

Jehu will kill; and whoever escapes the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill: This was another source of 

encouragement to Elijah. With this promise he knew that ultimately justice would be done, and God 

would not allow the institutionalized persecution and promotion of idolatry to go unpunished. 

God gave Elijah another revelation.  Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose 

knees have not bowed to Baal: This was a final encouragement to Elijah. He repeatedly bemoaned that 

he was alone among the true followers of God (1 Kings 18:22, 19:10, and 19:14). This both assured 

Elijah that he was not alone and that his work as a prophet had indeed been fruitful.  This showed Elijah 

that his quiet ministry over the years actually bore more fruit than the spectacular ministry at Mount 

Carmel. “Yet, all the while that vile idolatry was spreading in Israel, the worship of the true God was 

being retained by seven thousand faithful souls, though Elijah did not know that there was even one 

beside himself. How were they won to Jehovah? Certainly not by Elijah’s impressive demonstration on 

the top of Carmel, for they were loyal to the Lord before that… The still small voice had been doing for 

Israel what Elijah could not do” (Spurgeon).”iv  When we don’t know what God is doing, then we are to 

run TO GOD and not away from God. 

 

Conclusion 

[GOOD NEWS] God is at work!  We may not always understand it, but when this happens, we are to go 

to God as fast as we can.  God will assure us in the way that is best for us, so that we may continue to do 

the work God has called us to do.  Praise God!  Amen. 

 
i David Guzik. https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-kings-19/ 
ii David Guzik. https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-kings-19/ 
iii David Guzik. https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-kings-19/ 
iv David Guzik. https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-kings-19/ 
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