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Sunday Morning Message 

KERNSTOWN UMC 

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 20, 2020 

Text: Luke 1:26-38 

Title: “LOVE” 

 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 

with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 

might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 

31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 

He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 

the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 

And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 

month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then 

Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 

the angel departed from her. 

 

Introduction 

[RAMP]  God loves you!  It is encouraging to hear that statement of truth, and I am not sure that we 

can hear it too much.  Over and over, we need to be reminded that God loves us.  First, there are so 

many things happening in the world that make you wonder; “Does God care?  Does God exist?  Why 

did God allow that to happen?” 

 Scripture makes known that God has done something about sin, evil, and death at work in the 

world.  “God sent His only Son into the world, so that any who believe in Him will not perish, but have 

eternal life.” (John 3:16) Christmas is the day we celebrate Jesus coming to earth through the virgin 

birth.  The event reveals HOW Jesus was sent to earth. 
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[RELEVANCE] Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent.  We have observed that only God can give us 

Hope, Peace, and Joy.  Now, we look again to the manger, so that we may receive from Jesus…. 

LOVE. 

Whenever we wonder if God loves us.  Whenever we want to know why God allows evil to 

exist.  Whenever we want to know why God allows bad things to happen… to anybody.  We are to 

remember God sent His Son, and His Name is Jesus, to heal and forgive.    

[OUTCOME] I want God’s Children to know they can have confidence that God LOVES them. 

 

Body 

Ten years ago, on a very cold Wednesday morning, Stephanie put on her coat, scarf, and gloves 

and met me out under the car port.  I was going to change the front brake pads on our 2005 Honda 

Civic and I had asked for her help.  No, I didn’t ask for her help because I wanted her to be cold just 

like I was.  I asked for her help because she helps me think.  Inevitably when you work on your vehicle 

something will not go as planned.  When that occurs, I have a tendency to become frustrated at first and 

angry at last.  I don’t like it when my car or truck doesn’t play nice and cooperate with me by allowing 

me to get all of the bolts loose, old parts off, and new parts on.  Stephanie reminds me to relax.  We 

were able to get the front brake pads replaced in a little more than an hour.   

That is love.  Throughout this experience Stephanie showed me how much she loved me.  Not 

only did she come outside when it was extremely cold, but she also took and active role in changing the 

brake pads.  Some guys wouldn’t think of asking their wives to help them fix the car- like my Dad.  He 

was amazed as Stephanie bundled up in the kitchen and then walked outside to help.  For many 

couples, fixing a car together would be the first step towards divorce, but for Stephanie and me it 

buttresses our relationship.  For me, love is revealed when my wife helps me make a minor repair on 

one of our vehicles. 

On this fourth Sunday of Advent the theme is love.  Jesus’ birth, God taking the form of 

humanity, and living among us reveals the extent to which God would go to save humanity from sin.   

 

Body 

  C.S. Lewis, the great Christian philosopher of the 20th century, defined God’s love as, “a selfless 

love, a love that was passionately committed to the well-being of the other.”i  In our text this morning 

we can observe God’s love.   
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 Where is God’s love observable?  First, God’s passionate commitment for the well-being of 

others is revealed in verses 28-33, where we read that God is with Mary and Jesus is the Messiah.  

God’s passionate commitment to our well being sent Jesus to earth so that we could be free from the 

power of sin by faith in him. 

 Second, God’s passionate commitment to the well-being of others is revealed again in verse 

35, where we learn God is taking care of Mary’s pregnancy.  The Holy Spirit’s power caused Mary 

to conceive and this was not the result of physical intimacy, but spiritual intimacy- it was a miracle!  

With the Holy Spirit taking care of the pregnancy, you could be sure there were not going to be any 

complications with the development or the birth of the baby.  The Holy Spirit was taking care of Mary.  

God sent Gabriel, an angel, to prepare her mentally and emotionally for the miraculous pregnancy. 

 Third, God’s passionate commitment to the well-being of others is revealed again in verses 

Matthew 1:20 through 24, where the angel, Gabriel, assured Joseph it is ok for him to take Mary 

as his wife.  God’s love brings people together.  God sent an angel to Joseph so that he would be on the 

same page as Mary as to what was happening.  Joseph could be certain that Mary hadn’t cheated on 

him or loved another.  God’s love brings people together.   

 Thus far we have taken a look at the ways God’s love is revealed in this portion of Scripture.  

But why is God’s love so powerful?  For at least two reasons: 

First, God’s love affirms our worth.  When we know that we matter to God, we are better able 

to believe we can do whatever God calls us to do with God’s help.  God tapped Joseph and Mary on the 

shoulder and informed them that they were a perfect couple to care for the Savior of the world while he 

grew from a baby to a man.   

 I know a man who believed God loved him and recommitted his life to Jesus.  This person 

throughout his life was addicted to alcohol, cocaine, and sex.  He told me addicts deal with self-hate 

and use addiction to numb themselves from the hatred of themselves.  They disappoint family, and 

friends.  They sooner or later have to steal to money or anything else of value to buy their drugs.  

Addicts know deep down they are not right.  But still, they deny and blame others for their addiction 

because it makes their pain go away briefly.  It is the love of God that breaks addiction.  It was the love 

of God that freed my friend from addiction.  He has been living sober for 10 years now. 

Second, God’s love challenges us to become better.  When we hear the Good News that God 

loves us so much that Jesus died to take away our sin and was raised to life to defeat death we are 
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overjoyed.  God’s love motivates us to leave our old way of life and make a new start.  We want to 

become better because God loves us and has done so much for us.   

Joseph and Mary were probably very scared at first to learn they had been chosen to raise Jesus 

but did their best because God had given them a great honor.  Joseph taught Jesus the family business 

of carpentry and Mary stayed by Jesus’ side all the way to Calvary.  They raised Jesus to the best of 

their ability.  God’s love is powerful because it challenges us to become better. 

 

Application 

 How might we apply this message to our lives?  First, share the love we receive from God 

with others.  We can make a conscious decision to be passionately committed to the well-being of 

others.  Stephanie loved me this way when she helped me change the front brake pads on the Civic.  

This act of love made a big impression on me.  I’m still talking about it ten years later.   

Sharing the love of God with others has been making a difference in peoples’ lives for 2000 

years.  For example, “Tertullian, in his 2nd century defense of Christians, remarks how Christian love 

attracted pagan notice: "What marks us in the eyes of our enemies is our loving kindness.  'Only look,' 

they say, 'look how they love one another' " (Apology 39).ii 

Second, we may persistently share God’s love with others.  Throughout the Old and New 

Testaments, we can observe how God continuously loves people who are prone not to return that love.  

That is the wonderful thing about God’s love - it is dependent upon God, and not us.  Let’s love others 

the same way. 

It took 17 years of God persistently loving me before I realized I needed to receive Jesus as my 

Lord and Savior.  How many years did it take for you to respond to God’s persistent and continuous 

love by receiving Jesus as Lord and Savior?  God doesn’t give up on us, so let’s not give up on others. 

 

Conclusion 

 The Good News is God is passionately committed to our well-being and therefore sent a Savior 

to save us of our sin.  Remember you are highly favored, highly valued, and highly loved by God.  Go 

and share God’s love with someone who needs to know that they are highly favored, valued, and loved 

by God as well.  Amen. 

 
i http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agape 
ii http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agape 
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