
BIG IDEA
The Holy Spirit gives us wisdom.

Bible
Ezekiel 36:27; Galatians 3:23-25; Colossians 1:9-10;

Proverbs 1:1-7

WHAT?

QUESTION | "Have you ever not known what you were doing?"

Have you ever been really confident you knew what you were doing . . . until you
realized you didn't?
INSTRUCTIONS: Give a few students a chance to respond.
Whether you got a little too confident on a hoverboard, were sure you'd studied enough for
that exam, or thought you could find your way to your friend's house by memory,
sometimes our failures remind us we don't pay attention to instructions as much as we
should.
On a hoverboard, that might mean walking away with a few extra bruises. But in life, not
having clear instructions to follow can sometimes lead to making choices we regret.

In the Middle

Some rules and restrictions can be pretty frustrating, but certain rules can make it a lot
easier for us to make decisions. When we have specific "black and white" rules to follow,
it's easy to know when our actions are "right" or "wrong."
Sometimes I wish things could be more simple. Clear cut. Yes-or-no answers. There are so
many issues, questions, and ideas that I wish were simple, but they're not. So many times
I'm looking for "black and white" answers, but every possible answer is a shade of gray.
That's especially true when we're trying to decide between what's right and what's wrong.
If there's not a clear answer about what God would have us do in a certain situation, then
what do we do? Who do we turn to? How do we know what's right, or at least best?

SO WHAT?
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STORY | Talk about a time you were tempted to do something unwise.

INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a story from your own life (or ask a volunteer or student to tell a
story) about a time you were tempted to do something unwise. Don't share which choice
you ended up making (regardless of whether it was good or bad). Focus instead on the
confusion and uncertainty you felt when you weren't sure which decision to make.
People talk about "doing the right thing" as if that's always easy or obvious, but the truth it
isn't always clear which decision we should make.

SCRIPTURE | Ezekiel 36:27

All throughout Scripture, we see stories of people who were seeking guidance and
struggling to understand . . .

How to follow God.
How to treat each other.
What to do about their enemies.
How to make the world better.

Because humans have never been great at figuring that out, God stepped in and gave us
some guidance.

In the Old Testament of the Bible (that's the part that was written before Jesus lived),
these guidelines are often referred to as "the law" — God's laws.
Over time, the list of laws grew. They included everything from "don't murder anyone"
to specific instructions on what to eat and how to cut your hair. But these laws weren't
designed to control or restrict people. They were guidelines meant to keep people safe
and close to God.
But no matter how many laws God gave us, no matter how clear and specific they
were, humans couldn't seem to make the right choices. Over and over again, God's
people chose the wrong path.

After centuries of God's people continuing to harm each other and walk away from God,
here's what God said through the prophet Ezekiel.
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Ezekiel 36:27.
God knew a bunch of "black and white" rules weren't the best solution for helping humans
figure out how to do what's right.
Even if God did give us a handbook of exactly what to do in every situation, we'd still have
a problem! That's because we don't just need right answers — we need God's Spirit
transforming us from the inside out. And God knew it!

SCRIPTURE | Galatians 3:23-25

As humans, our problem is our tendency to choose what is harmful, destructive, and sinful
instead of what is good, right, and godly. For a long time, God gave us the law to help us
make good choices, but that was never the permanent plan.
INSTRUCTIONS: Read Galatians 3:23-25.
When Jesus showed up, lived, died, and rose again, he gave us a new way of relating to God
and dealing with our sin.



Because of Jesus, we're not required to follow all the laws God gave before Jesus was
on earth.
Not even following every law or making all the right choices can't save us or make us
closer to God. Only faith in Jesus can do that.

SCRIPTURE | Colossians 1:9-10

But there's something else Jesus came to do. He came to send us the Holy Spirit to live not
just in the world but also within us.
The passage we just read was written by the apostle Paul, one of the key leaders of the
early church.

Paul spent a lot of time helping other Jesus-followers figure out how to follow Jesus
when there weren't a lot of "black and white" answers for how to be Christians.
Church leaders, individual followers of Jesus, and even whole communities looked to
Paul as a wise and trusted voice. They went to him for advice, help, and
encouragement.
In another letter to another group of Christians, Paul told them how he had been
praying for them and why.

INSTRUCTIONS: Read Colossians 1:9-10.
The one thing Paul said he constantly prayed was that they would be filled with wisdom and
understanding. But not just any wisdom — he was asking for the wisdom given by the Spirit
of God.
The Holy Spirit can . . .

Show us what God wants us to do.
Convict us when we're getting it wrong.
Give us wisdom and understanding.
Help us live a life that pleases God.

We can't please God by following every rule, as if we were still following "the law." No way!
We can please God, Paul says, when we're filled with, and follow, the wisdom of the Holy
Spirit.

In the Middle

 

The wisdom the Spirit gives us is the wisdom to know what God would have us do — even
when it's not so "black and white."
Just like a road sign guides us with which exit to take or turn to make, the Holy Spirit directs
us and gives us wisdom on what to do in the "gray" areas.
This is true for every follower of Jesus, but throughout the New Testament of the Bible, you
can read stories of people miraculously receiving specific gifts through God's Spirit that
gave them wisdom for themselves and others, like . . .

People who were given the gift of discernment.
Apostles who helped the early church make wise decisions as it grew and spread
throughout the world.
Prophets who helped people see when they'd taken the wrong path and guided them
back toward God.
Teachers who helped others understand what Scripture said and what Jesus taught
while he was on earth.

Maybe these things don't sound particularly miraculous at first glance, but if the Holy Spirit



has ever convicted you when you were making unwise choices, inspired you to make a
choice that honored God, or helped you discern the wise choice in a very "gray" situation,
you've seen the miraculous work of the Holy Spirit.
When we're not sure which choice to make, which path to choose, or how to honor God,
Jesus doesn't leave us to figure it out all alone. The Holy Spirit gives us wisdom.

NOW WHAT?

HOW TO WALK IN WISDOM

Since the Holy Spirit gives us wisdom it only makes sense that we work on learning how to
develop it. Before digital cameras and smartphones existed, people had to go through a
whole process to get their photos. They would have film inside cameras, and once the roll of
film was completed, they'd send the photos out to be developed in a special place called a
dark room. This was not a simple process — it took time.
Like a photo in a dark room, we can learn to walk in wisdom, with time, the help of the Holy
Spirit, and a lot of practice. Here's how . . .

ASK THE SPIRIT FOR WISDOM. Last week we said God isn't trying to hide the truth
from you. In the same way, God isn't trying to hide wisdom from you. Over and over
again, Scripture says the Spirit will give us wisdom if we'll ask for and seek it!
PAUSE. When you have a decision to make, wait ten extra minutes than you normally
would for before you take action. Ask for the ability to know the difference between an
impulse, an emotional reaction, and wisdom — and then wait for God's Spirit to
respond.
GET WISE MENTORS. Who around you seems wise? Who has a connection with God
and could become a guiding light for you? Who are some people with different
backgrounds who can share wisdom from different perspectives? Ask them a lot of
questions, and listen every chance you get!
PRACTICE. You won't get it right every time, but when you're in a situation you've
never been in before, remember it's an opportunity to practice wisdom. The more
opportunities you have to practice, the more familiar you'll get with hearing the Spirit's
voice.
DON'T GIVE UP. When learning new things we're going to make mistakes. When you
do, don't give up on being wise! Ask the Holy Spirit for help and learn from your
experiences. At some point, you'll make the wrong decision, but you can learn from
that mistake. The Holy Spirit can teach us even when we've messed up, so keep
going!

We're all faced with difficult decisions throughout our lives, some big and some small, and
even the smallest of decisions can leave us wondering what the wise thing to do is. The
truth is, figuring out how to honor God is sometimes complicated, but when things are
confusing and not-so-simple, we've got help, because the Holy Spirit gives us wisdom.

SH Questions

·       What’s something that really confuses you?

·       Have you ever been in a situation where you felt unsure about what was right
and wrong? What happened?



·       What are some common situations where a person might feel confused about
what to do or which decision to make?

·       When you’re not sure what to do or which decision to make, what do you usually
do next?

·       Talk about a time you were tempted to do something wrong or unwise. Why was
it so tempting?

·       The Bible could have been written like a rule book — why do you think it wasn’t?

·       Read Proverbs 1:1-7. What does it look like to live wisely? Give some examples.

·       Right now, do you need the Holy Spirit’s help making wise decisions, wanting to
make wise decisions, or both? Give an example.

·       What’s the most important area of your life where you need more wisdom right
now? How can we help?

·       This week, what’s one way you’re going to pursue the Holy Spirit’s wisdom?
 

Somalis of Scandinavia

 

Pray that the Lord would provide opportunities for believers to share the Gospel in these
communities.  Pray that God would provide protection for the few Somali believers who face
persecution in their own community.
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