
Zechariah part 1: Introduction & Overview (1/20/2021) 

When does this book fit in the big picture? 
Zechariah (and Haggai) fit in the post-exile period of Israel’s history, 520-480 BC. It helps to 

think in terms of general “eras” of Old Testament history: 

• Beginning (Adam/Eve, Noah) 2500+ BC 

• Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) 2000 BC 

• Exodus (Moses, Joshua, Judges) 1500 BC 

• Monarchy (Saul, David, Solomon) 1000 BC 

• Divided Monarchy (Isaiah, Elijah, Elisha) 900 BC 

• Exile (Jeremiah, Daniel, Esther) 600 BC 

• Return (Zerubbabel, Ezra, Zechariah, Haggai) 538 BC 

Who wrote the book? Not the husband of Elizabeth / father of John the Baptist 

Zechariah prophesied to the people of Judah after they returned from their seventy years of 

exile in Babylon. Zechariah’s grandfather returned from Babylon, his young grandson in 

tow, with the first group of Israelites allowed back, in 538 BC under the decree of Cyrus, 

king of Persia. Because of his family lineage, Zechariah was a priest and a prophet.  

Where are we? What kind of message is this? 
Zechariah, a young man, especially when compared to his contemporary Haggai, came 

alongside the older prophet to deliver messages from the Lord to the remnant of Judah 

recently returned from Babylon/Persia. While Haggai’s overall message had more of a 

cautionary tone to it (pointing out the Jews’ sin and self-focus), Zechariah emphasized a 

tone of encouragement to the struggling Israelites trying to rebuild their temple. 

Zechariah’s dated visions and messages in chapters 1–8 all take place beginning in October–

November 520 BC with a call for the people of Judah to repent (Zechariah 1:1). He then 

received: eight visions on the restless night of February 15, 519 BC (1:7), followed by four 

messages that he preached on December 7, 518 BC (7:1). The final messages in chapters 9–

14 are undated, but the mention of Greece in 9:13 suggests the prophecies came much 

later in his life, presumably sometime in the 480s BC, before Ezra (458 BC) and Nehemiah 

(444 BC) arrived to again revitalize the Jewish people. 

Why is Zechariah so important? 
The book of Zechariah contains the clearest and the largest number of messianic (about the 

Messiah) passages among the Minor Prophets. In that respect, it’s possible to think of the 

book of Zechariah as a kind of miniature book of Isaiah. Zechariah pictures Christ in both 

His first coming (Zechariah 9:9) and His second coming (9:10–10:12). Jesus will come, 

according to Zechariah, as Savior, Judge, and ultimately, as the righteous King ruling His 

people from Jerusalem (14:8–9). 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Zech%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Zech%209.9


What's the big idea? 
Meaning “Yahweh remembers,” Zechariah’s name was appropriate to the purpose of his 

prophecies. His book is brimming with the hope that God would remember His promises to 

His people, even after all the time they spent outside the land. The prophet used a simple 

structure of eight visions (Zechariah 1:1–6:15), four messages (7:1–8:23), and two oracles 

(9:1–14:21) to anticipate the completion of the temple and, ultimately, the future reign of 

the Messiah from Jerusalem. Like many of the prophets, Zechariah saw isolated snapshots 

of the future; therefore, certain events that seem to occur one right after the other in his 

prophecy actually often have generations or even millennia between them. 

For a people newly returned from exile, Zechariah provided specific prophecy about their 

immediate and distant future—no doubt a great encouragement. Their nation would still be 

judged for sin (5:1–11), but they would also be cleansed and restored (3:1–10), and God 

would rebuild His people (1:7–17). Zechariah concluded his book by looking into the distant 

future, first at the rejection of the Messiah by Israel (9:1–11:17), and then at His eventual 

reign when Israel will finally be delivered (12:1–14:21). 

How do I apply this? 
Interesting information, right? So what? Ok, have you struggled with discouragement? Read 

Zechariah. As Romans 15:4 reminds us, study the Scriptures to have hope! While Zechariah 

contains its share of judgments on the people of Judah and beyond, it overflows with hope 

in the future reign of the Lord over His people. It’s easy to get caught up in the depressing 

events of life, to lose our perspective and live as people without hope. Zechariah serves as a 

correction for that tendency in our lives. We have a hope that is sure. How refreshing! 

 Discussion Questions: 
1. Work on rebuilding the Temple had started (in 537) but stalled. The altar and the 

foundations had been set, but problems and opposition meant work wouldn’t 

continue until 520. For 17 years, people walked past the same pile of lumber and 

hand-cut stones. Nothing moved. Despair set in. And even when it restarted, how did 

it look? (Haggai 2:3) The result was that Zechariah lived among a people who 

“despised the day of small things” (Zech 4:10). But it would eventually be rebuilt and 

dedicated in 515. Do you believe that God can do big things with small people and 

small stuff. Brainstorm some biblical examples. How about modern examples? 

2. Making a “fresh start” is exciting but requires courage, energy and ingenuity. How 

does help us and lead us to start fresh? What hinders our efforts? 

3. God had raised up His messiah, Cyrus (Isaiah 45:1), to overthrow the Babylonians 

and grant release from exile to God’s people. What lessons can we learn from God 

using unbelieving secular rulers (like Cyrus) to accomplish His purposes? 
 

Schedule: 1/27 Overview of 8 Visions & 4 Messages (1-8);    2/3 Two Visions up close (1-2);  

2/10 The Two Oracles of 9-14 
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