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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE! 

Monday 
September 27th  

 
 
 

The Prayer Line 

 Giving Thanks for Labor 

Labor Day arrives annually on the first Monday of Septem-

ber. No it’s not a church festival, but it does give us as 

Americans a chance to give thanks for God’s gift of work.  

As we celebrate (by taking a day off from work), you’ve 

probably heard in recent months about a “labor crisis” in 

America, how difficult it is to find workers. You’ve probably 

seen “help wanted” signs everywhere. We’ve struggled to 

get workers at our Wonder Window Children’s Center too.  

The Bible speaks of labor as a blessing (Gen. 2:15) in the 

garden and a curse (Gen. 3:17) after the fall. Paul tells us, 

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord” (Col. 

3:23). Certainly, there are fun jobs (tending our gardens?) 

and jobs that make you groan (tending our gardens?). 

Whatever the job may be, it’s clear that Americans are 

more demanding about the jobs that they will and won’t 

do. For example, as of April 2021, job openings hit an un-

precedented 9.3 million. Most recent payroll reports show 

little change.  

Laboring for the Lord is a different—Godly—understanding 

of work. When we see labor as a God-given honor to make 

a difference, to bless others, to live with purpose and to 

glorify God, it’s very different than just a job that’s a bur-

den that you have to do to pay the bills. When we welcome 

a divine design for daily duties, God’s work is something 

we pursue, not something we avoid. Nehemiah did. He saw 

Jerusalem’s wall in ruins and said to King Artaxerxes, 

“send me to the city.” Working despite harsh opposition, 

Nehemiah completed the task of restoring Jerusalem. Wal-

ter did too. He served as the small church’s only altar cir-

cle member, faithfully cleaning the church, and preparing 

the altar for communion.  

                                                                                 Continued on page 3 
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God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. 

If you don’t see your name, please call the office to 

make corrections or additions. We want to include   
everyone!   

 

    ♥SEPTEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES♥  

 

                   *SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAYS*  

Bob Kuster      

Steve Knaggs      

Herk Beavan      

Heidi Frye       

Marlene Cawelti     

Carolyn Griggs     

Megan Arnold      

Trevor Blankenship     

 

 

    We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second  
Sunday of every month. If you would like to help  

with refreshments for those who are celebrating,  

bring your treat to church that morning.  

  LCoP Prayer Chain 

When you have any prayer concerns, please let 
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting 
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
 
  

Online Calendar! 

Did you know that our event calendar is online 
so you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the 
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on 
resources under the church name. This will also 
be updated during the month as events change 
or are added! To update, please email 
info@lcop.org. 
 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter 
and event reminders delivered to your inbox? 
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.  
 

   Thrivent—Action Teams 

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you 
to bring people together to make a posi-

tive change in your community. 
For more information on becoming a  

Thrivent member, contact  
John Heideman at 661-321-3443 

Cards, calls and prayers are much ap-

preciated by our Military and         

Homebound members: 

                             

 

Zachary Arnold                           

Matthew Kraley 

Marlene Cawleti    

Diana Danforth          
Carol Kritch        

Cyndi McClure            

Alice Schnakenberg 

MEMBER NEWS 

Member changes or additions will be posted in this 

section. new address:  

Cyndi McClure 

2714 Gosford Rd 

Bakersfield CA 93309 

661-735-5108 

661-302-4728 
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September 2021 

The month of September brings a changing of seasons, a change in weather, and for 

many, a time of reflection when our nation was attacked on September 11, 2001. Do you re-

member where you were when you heard about the attack on the Twin Towers and the Penta-

gon? Do you remember the emotions you felt as you watched the planes fly into the first tow-

er and then the second tower? Do you remember how our nation mourned for the loss of life 

and how, for a brief moment in time, a large majority of our citizens returned to places of wor-

ship to hear words of comfort from the ministers and to pray? Several of those citizens admit-

ted they had not prayed, or attended church in years, but felt it was time to do it then. Sadly, 

the spike in church attendance did not last long as people returned to their normal routines.  

With that being said, I want to invite you to a special Day of Prayer at LCoP Saturday 

September 11, 2021 from 9:00a.m. – 10:00a.m. to have a time dedicated to prayer for our na-

tion, the Church as a whole, our church, and the list goes on. I think about myself and how 

easy it is for me to be distracted by schedules and perceived priorities now that I am retired, 

but I was particularly distracted when I was working 10–12 hours a day, taking phone calls 

at all hours trying to balance work, family and church. Yet when I attended our days of pray-

er in the past with my brothers and sisters in Christ, I found that I had plenty of time and 

more to do all the things that I knew wouldn’t get done if I turned off my phone and went to 

the church and prayed. So, I encourage you to set aside an hour of your time on Saturday, 

09/11/21 to come and pray. Take comfort in knowing that we have an Advocate who sits at 

the right hand of the Father and speaks on our behalf (1 John 2: 1-3). 

Continued from Pastor,   

Neither labored looking for commendations, 

simply happy just to serve. We are their 

brothers and sisters in faith.  

“Always give yourself fully to the work of 

the Lord, for you know that your labor in 

the Lord is never in vain” (1 Cor. 15:58). 

People like Nehemiah and Walter remind us 

of the importance of stepping forward daily 

to serve God and others. Enjoy the holiday, 

but also observe the Holy days filled with 

meaningful work for the Lord!      

                                       Pastor Toenjes 

Pastor’s Weekly Bible Study Groups 

What do you get when you cross 

the cheerfulness of a Christmas 

carol with the helpfulness of a 

guidebook? Well, for Christians 

following Jesus, one answer 

would be the Psalms of Ascent (Psalms 120

-134). We will be reading and praying them 

at pastor's weekly Bible studies: Women on 

Tuesdays at 9:30 at Church and Men on 

Fridays at 6:00 at Knotty Pine Cafe. Join 

us! 
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 Wonder Window School Board 

Wonder Window has completed another 
successful summer school program for all 

our kids.  The Outdoor Classroom has 
been such a blessing to all the 
children.  They all seem to really enjoy 

being outdoors learning and playing.   
We passed our State inspection which was 
an answer to prayers. No matter how hard 

you work trying to have everything perfect 
for the State, you always have this hint of 

doubt.  Thank you Miss Monica, teachers 
and staff for all the hard work to make 
sure things went well. They were really 

impressed with the Outdoor Classroom 
which is always nice to hear.  The regular 

school year is getting under way.  Kids are 
getting back into their routines.  The kids 
that were gone for the summer were 

excited to be back with their friends and 
teachers.   
Our coffee kiosk started again for the 

parents on the first day of school and they 
were very excited to be greeted with a 

snack and hot cup of coffee.  
Vivienne Kuster has stepped down as head 
of school board after many years of faithful 

service and hard work.  The School Board 
and school staff would like to thank her for 
her years of service.  We are grateful that 

she will still continue on the School 
Board.   

We are always looking for anyone 
interested in being on the School Board.  If 
you are interested please let us know.  

  
Thank you, 

Jann Votaw   

Inquirers’ Class 

Interested in joining our congregation as a 

confirmed member? Or would you like a re-
fresher in the basics of the Christian faith 
from a Lutheran perspective? Then please 

let Pastor Toenjes know of your interest as a 
new Inquirers’ Class will be starting on 
Sunday mornings after worship at 10:30, 

Sunday, September 12. 

 

Answers 
 

Answers to prayers come in various ways, 

sometimes in minutes, sometimes in days. 

And some take years to fully unfold 

the harvest of love and blessings they hold. 
 
Answers to prayers come in various forms, 

sometimes in sunlight, sometimes through 
storms. 

Some blossom early, and some blossom late, 

but each one will flower — have faith and 
wait! 

Special Day of Prayer 

On Saturday, September 11th, the Elders will 
be hosting an Hour of Prayer from 9-10a.m. 
We are seeking God's intervention for the 
world, our country, our city, our church and 
our families. Please join us as we come to-
gether as a church family and seek God's 
guidance. 
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Properties Board 

 Our next meeting will be Monday Sept 13th 
2021 at 6:30 pm and our next Work day will 

be Saturday Sept 18th 2021 at 8am.  We 
would like to thank everyone who comes out 

and helps with the maintenance of our 
church.  The volunteers of this church keep 

us running.   

 Properties Board 

Next Work Day 
Saturday   

September 18th 

 8a.m. 

LCoP Missionaries’ Info 

We as a congregation have supported the 

Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for 

many years and were glad to receive a visit 

from them in person earlier this year. We 

have also, as a congregation, been blessed 

by visits from other missionaries over the 

summer months. If you would like to pray 

for and learn more about them, and 

perhaps also support them through 

correspondence and/or finances, here is 

their information: 

 

Nathan & Shannon Campbell 

Christar International 

Church Planting in Central Asia 

support & contact info available at church 

 

Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz 

Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea 

Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg 

Support: www.LBT.org 

 

Youth Ministry 

A huge thank you to everyone who partici-
pated & assisted in the Taco drive thru 

meal. We had a big response & our youth 

are learning a lot! 

Save the date!  

November 6th, LCOP youth BBQ competition 

fundraiser. 

Please plan to join us for a day of fun. 

Whether it is to compete or judge the  BBQ, 
bid on a dessert @ the auction or compete or 

watch the cornhole tournament, this event 

is guaranteed fun for all ages.                                           

This will be our BIG fundraiser for the year 
and we hope to make it a yearly fundraiser 

that everyone looks forward to attending. 

We will begin taking sign-ups in mid Sept.  

Contact Bryant or Megan for more info or 
questions regarding events or youth group 

in general.  

 

September 12th 
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Church Golfers!  
Come and join us! 

Do you like to golf?   

We golf every Friday morning!  

For information, please call or text 

Tim Hartnett at  661-319-8469. 


