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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE! 

Monday 
September 21st 

 
 

The Prayer Line 

 

    Safety First? 

Psalm 4:1 In peace I will both lie down and sleep, for 
you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety. 

  A few years ago I had one of our kids in for a checkup. 
Then came the part where the doctor asks me, the parent, 
to leave the exam room briefly. In just a minute I'm invited 

back in. Later I asked my son what the doctor did when I 
was out of the room. Well, among other things, the doctor 
had asked if my son felt safe, if he could sleep well. Normal 

questions. I'm glad that doctors are concerned for the 
safety of children. 

  So I'll ask you … do you feel safe? Perhaps not since 
February because of Coronavirus concerns. Or not since a 
few weeks ago because of wildfires, or the bad air quality 

that has spread. Or maybe not for a long time due to the 
simmering political divide in our country and our state. 

Maybe it's a more personal reason that leaves you feeling 
less than safe: a health issue or a behavior or mental 
health concern. Maybe we just don't always feel … safe. 

  The world clearly values safety. And we should too, to the 
extent that we as Christians were redeemed, bought at a 

price, therefore we honor God with our bodies. Your body 
is a temple of the holy spirit, right? So we avoid reckless 
danger and unnecessary risks. We value safety, whether 

physical or emotional safety. But how much concern for 
safety is too much? Can we be too concerned for safety? 

Yes. When it becomes a god. When it becomes 
“Safetyism” (See Haidt and Lukianoff’s 2018 book The 
Coddling of the American Mind on this topic.) Then we're 

staring the first commandment in the face. Have no other 
gods before Me. What does this mean? We should fear, 
love and trust in God above all else. 

  We know that in this world we will have trouble, as Jesus 
said in John 16. We don't need reminders of that fact in 

these troubled days. What we need reminding of is the 
balance of that sentence: In this world you will have 
trouble, but take heart, I have overcome the world. 

That's how we have peace, says Jesus, even in the midst of 
troubles--by resting in His arms. 

                                                                 Continued on page 
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God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. 

If you don’t see your name, please call the office to 

make corrections or additions. We want to include 
everyone!   

 

                 *SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS*   

Bob Kuster      

Steve Knaggs      

Heidi Frye      

Marlene Cawelti     

Carolyn Griggs     

Megan Arnold     

Trevor Blankenship     

                                             
We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second  

Sunday of every month. If you would like to help  

with refreshments for those who are celebrating,  

bring your treat to church that morning.  

Cards, calls and prayers are much appreciated 
by our homebound members: 

 
                          Diana Danforth                    

                      Carol Kritsch 
   

  LCoP Prayer Chain 

When you have any prayer 
concerns, please let our prayer 

chain pray for you by contacting Chuck Jordin 
at 661-873-9565 or email 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
 
  

Online Calendar! 

Did you know that our event calendar is online 
so you can access it anytime, anywhere, from 
the internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, 
click on resources under the church name. 
This will also be updated during the month as 
events change or are added! To update, please 
email info@lcop.org. 
 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter 
and event reminders delivered to your inbox? 
Subscribe by sending an email to 
info@lcop.org.  
 

MEMBER NEWS 

Member changes or additions 

 will be posted in this section. 
new address:   

                                                        

   Thrivent—Action Teams 

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you to 
bring people together to make a positive 

change in your community. 
For more information on becoming a  

Thrivent member, contact  
John Heideman at 661-321-3443 

September 22nd 

Sunday, September 13th 

mailto:chuck.jordin@yahoo.com
http://www.lcop.org
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These are trying and interesting times we live in.  I have Christian friends tell me, things 

are bad, “Jesus is just around the corner, coming to take us home”, “THE RAPTURE”.  I 

quietly remind them of Matthew 24:36 “But of that hour no one knows, not even the 

angles of heaven, but My Father only.”  Then add a friendly reminder that the Apostles 

were sure Jesus was coming back during their own life time.  Their standard reply is “Look 

how bad things are, can it get any worse?”  I ask “What about WWII?”  Then we agree that 

we should be living like Jesus is coming within the hour. 

Last December I lost my brother, a month and a half ago my nieces husband, the virus 

showed up and we are on lock down, two Alaska cruises canceled, the riots in America, 

Blue Lives, black lives, the list is endless. 

My point is, we get so wrapped up in the fear and worry that we forget to “Live Life”.  Last 

week we were able to go to a cabin in Mammoth Lakes with two couples.  Best thing I’ve 

done this year.  We had a wonderful time.  We laughed until we cried.  I needed that, they 

needed that. 

Get out there or stay home but do something.  Call your family and friends.  If it’s just 

calling a friend and telling them something that is so stupid it’s funny and you laugh about 

it together, that’s great.  Tell them, “If you think hell is hot try living in Bakersfield, come 

over and bring some ICE”.  We need to laugh when we can and cry when we have too. 

Take precautions, stay safe but don’t hide. 

Continued from Pastor 
 
And it seems that's how King David understood it centuries earlier in Psalm 4. After listing 

some of his troubles, his lying pursuers, those who mocked him and the Lord God, David 
concluded with a typical statement of trust: In peace I will both lie down and sleep, for You  
alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety. In safety, really? Even when I don't feel all that 

safe? Even in the midst of troubles? Yes.  
  In peace you can lie down and sleep. Why? Because the Lord is with you. He who has 
overcome the world through His death on the cross, is with you without fail. Though we 

experience Covid, or wildfires, or other great physical or emotional turmoil … and we will 
experience them … still the Lord neither slumbers nor sleeps. He will keep watch over you and 

grant you to dwell in safety, through faith in him: safe now from the assaults of the evil one, 
and safe forever in His eternal dwelling place. 

                                                                                                                                ~ Pastor Toenjes  
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Board of Directors 

During the August 27th Board of Directors 

Meeting, the Board discussed how best to 

invest a major portion of the Memorial Fund’s 

Account that has historically been earning a 

minimal interest rate. After much 

investigation for the best return, the Board 

decided to invest with Lutheran Church 

Extension Fund (LCEF), utilizing their 

investment program known as ConnectPlus 

with a two year term @ 2.524%. Deposits over 

our $50,000 investment will earn an 

additional .878%. 

2021 brings a change to the Concordia health 

plans available in Bakersfield for Pastor and 

fulltime office and Wonder Window 

employees. The Board of Directors evaluated 

the options for both benefit coverage and 

maximizing our health care dollars. We 

appreciate the assistance and support we 

received from Pastor and Ms. Monica, Wonder 

Window Director, as we researched the new 

plans. 

A medical health plan with Kaiser 

Permanente has been selected. Please keep 

Pastor, members of our staff, and their 

families in your prayers as they transition 

from their current providers to new doctors 

specialists, and nurses.  The dental and 

vision plans are very similar to the current 

plans with the same providers. 

The Board of Directors would like to thank 

Angela Madding for her ongoing leadership 

and support. 

When God crosses our paths 

Pastor and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, 
“God will be constantly crossing our paths 

and canceling our plans by sending us 
people with claims and petitions.” Last 

spring, the whole world had plans canceled, 
first by Covid-19 and then by God “sending 
us people with claims and petitions.” Some 

needed prayers for healing or for coping with 
grief. Medical staff, teachers, pastors and 
others serving long hours needed support: 

meals, check-in calls, “thinking of you” 
cards. Parents working remotely while 

helping kids with distance-learning needed 
encouragement. Crucial nonprofit work still 
required donations. 

 
Pre-pandemic, you may not have realized 
that staying home or wearing a face mask 

could be a ministry. Or that sending a card 
expresses love in Jesus’ name. Or that 

buying takeout from a local restaurant can 
be a gift to the owners. When our calendars 
empty, God “crosses our paths” in new ways 

— both to be with us and to nudge us toward 

others (even if virtually, or 6 feet apart!). 
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Properties Board 

Properties Board August meeting 2020           

The next meeting will be held on Monday Sept. 

14th at 7pm and the next work day will be 

Saturday Sept. 19th and 8am. 

If your feeling trapped and claustrophobic and 

need to get that feeling of freedom again, come 

out and give us a hand, I promise to socially 

distance myself from you.  Mostly. 

Properties Board Member 

Donald Votaw 

Things we talked about:                               

*The Bush stumps that need to pulled out 
next to classrooms.                                          
*Valves were postponed until our last work 

weekend.  Wrong size.                                 
*The Breakroom plans were still at Planning 

Office.                                                         
*Still trying to get Sky light done.                   

*Talked about carpet cleaning. 

Donald Votaw 

September  19th       
at 8am.  

LCoP Missionaries’ Info 

We as a congregation have supported the 

Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for 

many years and were glad to receive a visit 

from them in person earlier this year. We 

have also, as a congregation, been blessed 

by visits from other missionaries over the 

summer months. If you would like to pray 

for and learn more about them, and 

perhaps also support them through 

correspondence and/or finances, here is 

their information: 

 

Nathan & Shannon Campbell 

Christar International 

Church Planting in Central Asia 

support & contact info available at church 

 

Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz 

Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea 

Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg 

Support: www.LBT.org 

 

Nathan & Beth Toenjes 

Mission of Christ Network 

Serving English congregations in Asia 

Contact: 

nathan.toenjes@missionofchrist.org 

Support: www.missionofchrist.org/service/

toenjes 

Rev. Walter & Robyn Steele 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Theological Educator in Kenya 

Support: www.lcms.org/steele 

Monday, September 7th 

mailto:j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg
http://www.LBT.org
mailto:nathan.toenjes@missionofchrist.org
http://www.missionofchrist.org/service/toenjes
http://www.missionofchrist.org/service/toenjes
http://www.lcms.org/steele
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Church Golfers!  
Come and join us! 

Do you like to golf?   

We golf every Friday morning!  

For information, please call or text 

Tim Hartnett at  661-319-8469. 


