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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE! 

Monday 
October 25th 

 
 

The Prayer Line 

 Be Afraid. Be Very Afraid. 

That seems to summarize well the counsel given in the 

nightly news: Be Afraid. Be Very Afraid. Of what, you ask? 

Of the latest frightening Covid variant, of the imminent 

dangers of human-caused climate change, of widespread 

outbreaks of violence, of the deleterious effects of systemic 

racism, and of so much more. Newsweek’s cover story 

(9/24/2021) featured the dangers of artificial intelligence 

in war with the subheading: “How scared should we be?” It 

seems everything’s a crisis. So be afraid. Be very afraid.  

Now maybe I’m just a contrarian, but when someone tells 

me to do something, my first inclination is to do the oppo-

site, or at a minimum to ask why? Fear the local shooting 

sprees or the spread of a nearby wildfire, certainly. But 

when the hyperbolic hyperventilations of newscasts leave 

me with no option but to fear, then I tend to turn them off. 

Act reasonably and responsibly? By all means. Be very 

afraid? No thanks. 

Here’s why: As Christians, we know we should have far 

greater reason to fear because of our sin. Jesus said, “Do 

not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 

soul” (Matthew 10:28a). That would cover all the crises in 

the world that we’re normally told to fear. Instead, Jesus 

says, “Fear him who can destroy both body and soul in 

hell” (10:28b). In other words, fear God who, because of 

sin, can and does punish eternally. Now that is a crisis of 

eternal proportions, but one that is rarely discussed, much 

less hyperventilated about. 

Cont. on page 4 
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God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. 

If you don’t see your name, please call the office to 

make corrections or additions. We want to include   
everyone!   

 

    ♥OCTOBER  ANNIVERSARIES♥  

Ken & Angela Madding             

Don & Jann Votaw              

Bruce & Cherryl Biggar             

 

                   *OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS*  

Gayle Frye               

Kerin Christensen              

Chuck Poynor              

Bryant Arnold              

Brian Henderson               

Bill Gresco                

John Lunsford              

Peter Zimmermann             

Roberta Jack              

Vivienne Kuster              

Mario Moreno              

Lynn Nagatani              

 

    We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second  
Sunday of every month. If you would like to help  

with refreshments for those who are celebrating,  

bring your treat to church that morning.  

 

  LCoP Prayer Chain 

When you have any prayer concerns, please let 
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting 
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
 
  

Online Calendar! 

Did you know that our event calendar is online 
so you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the 
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on 
resources under the church name. This will also 
be updated during the month as events change 
or are added! To update, please email 
info@lcop.org. 
 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter 
and event reminders delivered to your inbox? 
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.  
 

   Thrivent—Action Teams 

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you 
to bring people together to make a posi-

tive change in your community. 
For more information on becoming a  

Thrivent member, contact  
John Heideman at 661-321-3443 

Cards, calls and prayers are much ap-

preciated by our Military and         

Homebound members: 

                             

 

Zachary Arnold                           

Matthew Kraley 

Marlene Cawleti    

Diana Danforth          
Carol Kritch        

Cyndi McClure            

Alice Schnakenberg 

*MEMBER NEWS* 

Member changes or additions will be posted in this 

section. new address:  

 
Carol Corallo 

13206 Carpaccio Lane  
Bakersfield, Ca 93306 

c/o Jeanne Bucky (Daughter) 
& 

Gary & Kathy Adams 
3800 Shelley Anne Way                                                  
Bakersfield, CA 93311  

mailto:chuck.jordin@yahoo.com
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Pastor’s Weekly Bible Study Groups 

What do you get when you cross the cheerfulness 

of a Christmas carol with the helpfulness of a 

guidebook? Well, for Christians following Jesus, 

one answer would be the Psalms of Ascent 

(Psalms 120-134). We will be reading and praying 

them at pastor's weekly Bible studies: Women on Tuesdays 

at 9:30 at Church and Men on Fridays at 6:00 at Knotty Pine 

Cafe. Join us! 

 

Prayer, drawing a line 

Drawing a line can only and should only be moved by GOD.  I have three names that have 

had a huge impact on the lives of many.  Two have earned the MOH and the last should 

have somehow.  ALVIN YORK, MOH, he was forced into service even though he was a con-

scientious-objector.  He never intended to hurt anyone.  Through prayer, God led him to 

know, that through his actions of picking up his rifle he was saving many more lives than he 

would ever take.  He took his rifle and led his remaining men to take out 35 machine gun 

positions mostly by himself.  Desmond Doss, MOH (Medal of Honor), wanted to go to war 

but didn’t want to hurt people, he wanted to help people.  He was punished severely 

and threatened with death for his beliefs.  He went into war as a medic.  Their division was 

tasked with taking Hacksaw Ridge.  They attacked and were driven back.  Only one person 

was left standing on the battle field, Doss, he couldn’t leave any one injured on the battle 

field.  He dragged both American and Japanese solders to the cliff and lowered them down to 

safety, over 80 saved.  After that his division refused to go into battle unless Dos was 

ready.  He always prayed before battle and they would wait until he was done praying, he 

had GOD on his side.  Lastly we have, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Lutheran Pastor, this person 

didn’t win the MOH, but he should have for bravery. He stood up to Hitler and his army.  He 

knew that by taking a stand against Hitler and his evil ideas was going to get him impris-

oned, tortured and possibly killed.  He just couldn’t go against God’s word and follow 

man.  He was imprisoned for over a year before they killed him. 

They are three very different people with strong Godly values, through their prayers; WE 

learn that God will use each of us to accomplish what HE wants through OUR pray-

ers.  Through prayer Alvin learned that sometimes you have to take up arms to save 

lives.  Doss learned that through prayer, you can accomplish what God wants.  Dietrich 

learned that through prayer, it will give you the strength to standup to evil for what is 

right.  My prayer is that, I too will draw that line in the sand and stand on the right 

side.  AMEN. 
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Youth Ministry-Save the Date!  

November 6th, LCoP youth BBQ 

competition fundraiser.                                                   

Please plan to join us for a day 

of fun. Whether it is to compete or judge the 

BBQ, bid on a dessert @ the auction or com-

pete or watch the cornhole tournament, this 

event is guaranteed fun for all ages.                          

This will be our BIG fundraiser that every-

one looks forward to attending.               

Sign up sheets are in the Narthex.              

Contact Bryant or Megan for more info or 

questions regarding events or youth group 

in general. 

Before saying yes 
 

I keep learning the same lesson over and over 

(so maybe that means I haven’t learned it yet). 
With church, school and community volun-
teer work, my schedule is packed. I’m ex-

hausted! And to be honest, only about a third 

of the roles truly excite me. 

Of course, service is important and yields 

blessings. And in a pinch, helpers need to 
step up. But consider all these benefits of oc-

casionally saying no: 

• You give someone else a chance to shine 

and thrive. 

• You free up your schedule to be present 

elsewhere. 

• You protect your mental resources for ex-

isting roles. 

• You gain a bit more sleep or rest. 

The last time you felt fully alive while vol-

unteering, what were you doing? Who was 
serving alongside you? Can you do this — 

or something similar — again? 

Before quickly agreeing to a request, see if 

God is tugging your heart in a certain direc-
tion. If he prompts you, by all means, shout 

yes! If not, “rest” assured that it’s okay to say 
no.                                                                                                

-Janna Firtestone                                                                                                 

Sunday, October 31st 

Continued from Pastor, 

The Good News is that we need not fear. Pe-

riod! How many times in the Bible does God 

(or His angels) tell people “Do not fear! Be 

not afraid!” One person who feared rightly 

was the prophet Isaiah (6:1-9) when he was 

brought into the presence of God since he 

(Isaiah) was a sinner and God is holy. But 

then came the angel with the coal from the 

heavenly altar and the message “Your guilt 

is taken away; your sin atoned for” (6:7). 

No need to fear! 

Our Good Shepherd comes to you and me 

as well—with His Word of forgiveness, with 

the cleansing Gospel waters of Baptism, 

and with the sustaining Gospel food of the 

Lord’s Supper, all of which counteract the 

world’s message of fear.  

“Even though I walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death, I will fear no 

evil, for thou art with me” (Psalm 23:4). 

We do contend with shadowy valleys on a 

regular basis, but thanks be to God, our 

Shepherd never fails us. Therefore when 

someone tells you to be very afraid of the 

evil all around, you have a ready response: 

“No thanks, my Shepherd is right here with 

me.” God bless you fearlessly to walk with 

Him. 

                                       -Pastor Toenjes 
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 Wonder Window School Board 

It’s Poppin Popcorn Time! This was a 
successful fundraiser for our Wonder 

Window Children’s Center last year. We 
raised close to $2,000.00 that helped our 
Outdoor Classroom Project get up and 

running. 

This year you will have the option of 
ordering online with delivery directly to 
your home! We will also take orders at 

church. Our start date will be October 
11th. (Still great flavors to choose from 

plus Dill Pickle still available!) More 
information will follow! 
 

Thank you, 

Properties Board 

The next meeting will be Monday, October 

11th, 2021 at 6:30pm and the next work day 

will be Saturday, October 16th, 2021 at 8am. 

By this time you may have noticed some 

handi-cap parking lot spaces being worked 

on.  At first we were told, we only had to add 

the new handi-cap ramp by the church and 

add the yellow bumps that make people 

mad.   When it came time to add the yellow 

pads in the parking lot we were told the grad-

ing was wrong and needed to be 

fixed.  Thanks to Roy we received the best bid 

possible for the work that needed to be done. 

This has taken a hit on our budget.  With God 

on our side we will be able to work all things 

out.   

Once again thank you to everyone who has 

made it out on the work day, your help has 

been greatly appreciated.  Hope to see all of 

you out there again. 

Please pray for our Pastor, his family and our 

Church. 

Properties Board 

Next Work Day 
Saturday   

October 16th @ 
8:00 a.m. 

LCoP Missionaries’ Info 

We as a congregation have supported the 

Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for 

many years and were glad to receive a visit 

from them in person earlier this year. We 

have also, as a congregation, been blessed 

by visits from other missionaries over the 

summer months. If you would like to pray 

for and learn more about them, and 

perhaps also support them through 

correspondence and/or finances, here is 

their information: 

 

Nathan & Shannon Campbell 

Christar International 

Church Planting in Central Asia 

support & contact info available at church 

 

Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz 

Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea 

Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg 

Support: www.LBT.org 

 

mailto:j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg
http://www.LBT.org
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Church Golfers!  
Come and join us! 

Do you like to golf?   

We golf every Friday morning!  

For information, please call or text 

Tim Hartnett at  661-319-8469. 


