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The Prayer Line 

 
 New Neighbors                                                  

Question: Do the names “Sunset Ridge”, “Coyote Run”, 

“Lantana”, or “Juliana’s Garden” sound familiar? (Hint: 

Sunset Ridge is across the street from church.) Answer: 

They are all subdivisions near  Lutheran Church of Prayer 

that are experiencing a new-home construction boom. 

Earlier this year we had decided to reach out to the new 

homes in Sunset Ridge with a door-to-door offer of cookies 

and an invitation to Easter worship services. Sadly, the 

Corona Virus changed those plans. (Not sure how long it 

will be before new homeowners will welcome strangers 

bearing gifts—even gifts of chocolate chip cookies!) 

However, in spite of Covid19 the new homes have been 

going up at a steady pace in all the developments listed 

above and beyond. So as we gradually begin to open up our 

society post-Covid, what can we do to reach our new 

neighbors with a word of God’s healing grace and an 

invitation to church and information about our preschool 

and childcare offerings? And what about the rest of our 

neighbors—who live in older homes—who also haven’t 

heard of us other than to see our street sign? 

We can send a postcard or boost a Facebook or Instagram 

post for our area (but see “The Social Dilemma” below). But 

what else could we do to care for our neighbors? That’s our 

goal, right—loving our neighbors because God loved them 

and sent His Son to die for them? This is what happens 

when we realize mission work isn’t just overseas—it 

happens through our personal sharing and invitations, our 

prayers and our demonstration of Christ’s love. 

                                                              Continued on page 4 
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God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. If 

you don’t see your name, please call the office to make 

corrections or additions. We want to include everyone!   

    ♥OCTOBER  ANNIVERSARIES♥    

Ken & Angela Madding               

Don & Jann Votaw                               

Ivan & Shirley Foster                                  

Bruce & Cherryl Biggar                                  

 

                     *OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS*   

Gayle Frye      

Kerin Christensen     

Chuck Poynor     

Bryant Arnold     

Brian Henderson     

Bill Gresco      

John Lunsford     

Peter Zimmermann     

Roberta Jack      

Vivienne Kuster     

Mario Moreno     

Lynn Nagatani     

                              
We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second  

Sunday of every month. If you would like to help  

with refreshments for those who are celebrating,  

  
  LCoP Prayer Chain 

When you have any prayer concerns, please let 
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting 
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
  

Online Calendar! 

Did you know that our event calendar is online so 
you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the 
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on 
resources under the church name. This will also 
be updated during the month as events change or 
are added! To update, please email info@lcop.org. 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter 
and event reminders delivered to your inbox? 
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.  

   Thrivent—Action Teams 

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you to 
bring people together to make a positive 

change in your community. 
For more information on becoming a  

Thrivent member, contact  
John Heideman at 661-321-3443 

Wildfire Disaster Relief 
Our California-Nevada-Hawaii District maintains 
a Disaster Assistance fund that has been very ac-
tive in recent years. This fund has helped congre-
gations in the following manner: 

When fire happens, the District President con-
tacts member congregations in the disaster 
zones to determine if there are financial 
needs. 

Fire disaster funding is available to congrega-
tion staff, members and potentially, vic-
tims around the church neighborhood. 

Disaster committee reviews all grant applica-
tions. 

Grants can be used for replacement of house-
hold goods, rent for temporary shelter, re-
modeling, etc. 

Since 2018, the District has made grants to 
17 churches in the amount of $261,886 for 
fire financial assistance. 

  
Your donations would be welcome! Any donation 
to the Fire Disaster Funds can be made payable 
and sent to: 
 

CNH District-LCMS 
2772 Constitution Drive, Suite A 
Livermore, CA 94551 
  
Memo: Fire Disaster Funds 

  
Or donate online at the District website: www.cnh
-lcms.org then click on “Donate Now” and include 
the specific designation 
  
Thanks for any generosity gift to help the fire vic-
tims, churches and communities. 

Cards, calls and prayers are much 
appreciated by our                 
home bound members: 

                          Diana Danforth                   
                      Carol Kritsch 

mailto:chuck.jordin@yahoo.com
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Sunday, November 1st. 

His Face Upon Us 

As we continue to deal with the current pandemic sheltering in place while our  Gover-

nor institutes selective shutdowns, the loss of employment, businesses closing their doors 

permanently, the upcoming elections, illnesses…. the list goes on and on. I thought it appro-

priate to share a devotion from Herman Gockel to provide reassurance during these times. 

It was well past midnight. Little Ronnie, who had been asleep for hours suddenly awoke 
in the midst of a bad dream. Not knowing whether he was alone in the dark bedroom, he 

whispered in a trembling voice: Daddy, are you there? 

From across the bedroom came the reassuring voice: “Yes Ronnie, Daddy’s here.” For a 
minute Ronnie lay silent, still not sure that his bad dream had not been real. Once more he 

whispered: “Daddy, and is your face toward me?” “Yes, my face is toward your bed.” 

And with that assurance the little fellow closed his eyes and drifted back to sleep. His 

father was with him, and his fathers face was toward his bed. 

What a picture of the child of God and his relationship with his Father! The child of 
God knows that “the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are open unto 

their cry.” (Ps. 34:15) 

Often our lives become so tangled, our minds so weighted with worry and anxiety, our 
nerves so ragged, that we are almost afraid to face life another day. It is especially at such 

moments that we must remind ourselves that God is with us in the darkness and that His 

face is always “toward” us. 

As we look out into the black night of the years which lie before us and our hearts 
begin to fill with fear, let us find strength and comfort in the immovable assurance that God 
is already in those years. He is here in 2020 and in 2025—and when we get there, we shall 

find His eyes are still upon us. 

And through Christ, we know, His eyes are the eyes of love, of tenderness, and deep 
compassion. Because of what the Savior did for us—in Bethlehem, on Calvary’s cross, in Jo-

seph’s tomb—God has turned His face toward us! 

As day after day we leave the old behind us and step into the new, let us pray: The Lord 
bless us and keep us; the Lord make His face shine upon us and be gracious unto us; the Lord 

lift up His countenance upon us and give us peace. Amen. 

         Ken Madding 
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Seeking The Lord in Prayer 

On October 24th from 9-10am LCoP will be 

seeking the Lord in Prayer. We will be meet-

ing at church and praying together as a 

church body. 

We will be praying for the World, our Country 

our State, our Community and for our 

Church Family. 

We will not politicize. We will be seeking the 

Lord’s guidance knowing that He is in con-

trol.  

If you can, please join us October 24th for a 

time of Prayer.  

Continued from Pastor, 

I would be interested in hearing your ideas for 

helpful ways to reach both our new and our old 

neighbors. What suggestions would you have? 

You know your neighbors better than I do. 

What could we do as a church even now under 

Covid restrictions, and what events or opportu-

nities could we work toward when restrictions 

are lifted? Share your thoughts with me in per-

son, over the phone, or via email 

(pastor@lcop.org). 

(FYI: Coyote Run is on Paladino just west of 

City in the Hills; Lantana is on Panorama by 

Masterson; and Juliana’s Garden is the gated 

community in City in the Hills on Canteria just 

off Hwy 178.) 

--Pastor Toenjes 

Receiving Communion  

It is a normal part of a pastor’s calling to 

bring the Lord’s Supper to those who are 

shut-in at home. However, with many peo-

ple still sheltering in place out of concern 

for their health and the health of loved 

ones, there are many more who fit into that 

category of being “shut in.” Maybe that cat-

egory includes you? 

If you would like to receive communion, 

Pastor Toenjes and the Elders would be 

happy to visit you at your home or at 

church, either indoors or outdoors, to 

bring communion to you. Just call the 

church office (661-871-1289) and we can 

work out the details together! 

 Wonder Window School Board 

Happy Fall Everyone from the School 

Board!  

As we continue to be masked, socially 
distancing, and advised to stay home, 

imagine how challenging it is to meet the 
ever-changing guidelines of several state 
and local agencies. So far, Wonder 

Window is doing an outstanding job of 

meeting the parameters. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who come 
out on Workday Saturdays to help with 

projects around church and school. We  

Appreciate You!!! 

mailto:pastor@lcop.org
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The Social Dilemma 

Have you seen the new Netflix movie “The 

Social Dilemma”? I’d encourage you to see if 

you haven’t, especially if you’re interested in 

a behind-the-scenes look at the workings of 

Facebook, Instagram, You Tube, and Google. 

But if you do watch, be prepared for a seri-

ous warning! 

The algorithms behind social media are built 

on consumer psychology and on the physiol-

ogy of addiction and attention. But the con-

sumer of social media is not you! The con-

sumer is advertising and the corporations 

who want your attention. Your attention and 

behavior are the products being sold. That's 

why social media is "free." The effect is sub-

liminal, incremental, and very dangerous, 

especially to the developing psyches of young 

people. Social media are intentionally de-

signed to alter your behavior, attention span, 

and levels of engagement. 

Not happy about being the “product” that is 

“sold” through social media? Well, then don’t 

participate! Disengage as much as you can. 

From the movie, I surmise that one could 

take a number of steps that might help to 

devalue the data mined from you or to dry 

up the data source: 

1. Turn off all social media notifications. (On 

your phone go to “Settings” then 

“Notifications” then “Facebook” etc.) 

2. Use a search engine other than Google. 

There are engines (like “DuckDuckGo”) that 

do not mine and traffic in your search data. 

3. Don't click on any link offered through so-

cial media. That rewards the system. Never 

buy anything through social media links. 

 

4. Do not participate in any of those re-

post schemes or surveys, polls, question-

naires, etc. They look like fun, but they 

are just more of the attention grab, data 

mining game. 

What was particularly disturbing in the 

movie was to hear the very engineers who 

had designed the algorithms admit that 

they themselves were addicted, the victims 

of their own algorithms! If they’re addict-

ed, what chance do we have? 

I think the only personal solution is to 

disengage—use your phone to make old-

fashioned phone calls and send more 

cards and letters! Perhaps we’ll soon be 

able to visit in person to talk. Sure, we’ll 

continue to use these social media plat-

forms for the sake of the Gospel, for live-

streaming worship services, and for sup-

porting and encouraging one another, but 

beware the real dangers!  (Thank you to 

Pastor Bill Cwirla for his insights that 

contributed to this article.) 

Operation Christmas Child  

Shoeboxes needs to be handled differently 

this year because of Covid. We will be una-

ble to have our packing party. First of all 

we are asking everyone to PRAY! Pray 

about this mission project, how you can 

help, the shoebox(es) you will pack. You 

can pray about whether to pack for a boy 

or girl, the age range of the child (2-4, 5-9, 

10-14). Pray about the items you will 

choose for each shoebox to show the love 

of Jesus.  We have brochures for you with 

more info. This year we have been gifted 

220 shoeboxes. We are praying that with 

God's  help we will be able to fill them all. 

They need to be turned in, the week of   

Nov 16.                                                     

Question?  Contact Gayle or Heidi Frye 
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LCoP Missionaries’ Info 

We as a congregation have supported the 

Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for 

many years and were glad to receive a visit 

from them in person earlier this year. We 

have also, as a congregation, been blessed 

by visits from other missionaries over the 

summer months. If you would like to pray 

for and learn more about them, and 

perhaps also support them through 

correspondence and/or finances, here is 

their information: 

 

Nathan & Shannon Campbell 

Christar International 

Church Planting in Central Asia 

support & contact info available at church 

 

Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz 

Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea 

Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg 

Support: www.LBT.org 

 

Nathan & Beth Toenjes 

Mission of Christ Network 

Serving English congregations in Asia 

Contact: 

nathan.toenjes@missionofchrist.org 

Support: www.missionofchrist.org/service/

toenjes 

Rev. Walter & Robyn Steele 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Theological Educator in Kenya 

Support: www.lcms.org/steele 

 
 

Properties Board 

Our next Properties Board meeting is Monday, 

October 12th at 7pm and our next work day is 

Saturday, October 17th at 8am. 

It always seems like we are taking baby 

steps.  There is our time line, the contractor’s 

time line, and then God’s time line.  Most of the 

time they don’t seem like they are in sync with 

each other.  But thanks to God He has finished 

two of our big projects.  The shut off water 

valves for the Church and the Administration 

building are in and complete.  The next item is 

that our Sanctuary sky light is in and all it 

needs is a few little things done and we can 

cross it off our list too.  It being, that we want 

to make sure it doesn’t leak.  Once that is done 

we can button it up.        

If you’re getting stir crazy from being at home, 

come on up to the church for the meeting and 

on Saturday for the work day.  Please pray for 

all Pastors and their families.  Pray for the fire 

fighters and the families that will be impacted 

from the fires.   

Properties Board  

Donald Votaw 

Things we talked about. 

Kathy’s computer, raking blue chips in 

playground, ice plants by church have weeds, a 

few sprinklers need repair, replace some 

bungies on shaded seating area behind office, 

ceiling tile in Monica’s office needs to be replace 

and there are some spiders hanging around 

under the solar covering poles. 

October 17th        
at 8am.  

mailto:j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg
http://www.LBT.org
mailto:nathan.toenjes@missionofchrist.org
http://www.missionofchrist.org/service/toenjes
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Church Golfers!  
Come and join us! 

Do you like to golf?   

We golf every Friday morning!  

For information, please call or text 

Tim Hartnett at  661-319-8469. 


