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Serving us in November 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE! 

Monday, 
November 26th 

The Prayer Line 
  
Beginning & Ending 
 
This month begins and ends with a focus on our nation. It 

begins with criticizing and often misleading ads about 
opposing candidates in preparation for election day. Are 
you tired of all the ads? That’s what I thought. Take heart, 

“The end is near.” 
Repeated unimaginable budget deficits, health care 

uncertainty, and immigration are all hot topics. But there’s 
another aspect that is often overlooked and 
undermentioned: morality/godliness. I know … “you  can’t 

legislate morality.” But we can also say, “don’t support 
immorality.” 

Millions of Christian Americans approach election 

day from an angle that is different.  TV commentators 
assume the voter’s question is, “What’s in it for me?” But 

for Christians the question is, “Who will best represent the 
will of God?” As we pursue civil harmony, we also realize 
that any action that ignores or disobeys the precepts of 

God’s Word will harm our nation. Issues like religious 
freedom, life, and marriage are therefore vital topics for us. 

Christians often complain about the direction of 
society and government but then don’t act in ways that 
support a godly change in government and society. 

November is beginning, and our focus is on elections. Our 
participation and prayers can be a blessing for our nation. 
Americans have realized this truth for years. Our 7th 

president (Andrew Jackson) said it this way, “The Bible is 
the rock on which our republic rests.” 
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God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. If 

you don’t see your name, please call the office to make 

corrections or additions. We want to include everyone!   

   ♥NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES♥   

   Bryant & Megan Arnold        

   Ed & Rilla Yoho         

   John & Linda Downen                                          

 *NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS* 

 Rilla Yoho  

 Ken Campbell  

 Betty Jordin  

 Wyatt Madding  

 Michael Raasch  

 Craig Perkins  

 Matthew Kraley  

 Robert Grisso  

 Brenda Higgins  

 James Street  

 Ruth Jones   

 Elizabeth Fuller  

 Tammy Poyner  

 

We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second  

Sunday of every month. If you would like to help  

with refreshments for those who are celebrating,  

bring your treat to church that morning.  

 

Cards, calls and prayers are much appreciated by 
our homebound members:  

Diana Danforth                                               
Ruth Jones 

Carol Kritsch 

Delores Markell 

Phyllis Whitfield 
 

LCoP Prayer Chain 

When you have any prayer concerns, please let 
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting 
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
  

Online Calendar! 

Did you know that our event calendar is online so 
you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the 
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on 
resources under the church name. This will also 
be updated during the month as events change or 
are added! To update, please email info@lcop.org. 
 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter 
and event reminders delivered to your inbox? 
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.  
 

In the Hospital? 

If you find yourself hospitalized, I would like to 
visit! But rather than relying on the hospital to 
contact me, please give me or the church office a 
call with your information. 

I’d be happy to stop by, share a word of Scripture 
and prayer.  

If you have a planned surgery, I’d be happy to 
visit before the procedure. Just let me know the 
specific hospital as well as the time you are 
supposed to check in and the time of the 
procedure. I’ll do my best to be there in between 
those two times.  

Thanks!  Pastor Toenjes 

MEMBER NEWS 

Member changes or additions 
 will be posted in this section. 

            Thrivent—Action Teams 

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you 

to bring people together to make a  positive 

change in your community. 

For more information on becoming a  

Thrivent member, contact  

John Heideman at 661-321-3443 

mailto:chuck.jordin@yahoo.com
http://www.lcop.org
mailto:info@lcop.org
mailto:info@lcop.org


3 

 

Continued from Pastor, 
Soon the elections and the month of November will come to an end, waning into the 

dark and cool of December. But before November leaves, our attention will, once again, 

turn to our nation and the celebration of a national day of Thanksgiving. Christians will 
observe that day also in a different way. Our thanksgiving will extend beyond gratitude for 
a nice family dinner to the heavens above where the God of the ages has, in great mercy, 

continued to bless America. “Now thank we all our God.” 

See you in church… Pastor Toenjes 

As Thanksgiving is just around the corner I think about the Pilgrims coming across the 

ocean, risking their lives to come to a new world, where they would be able to worship 
freely.  Upon arrival, before even setting foot on the land, they wrote a piece of legislation for 

how they were going to govern their lives. This document was called the “Mayflower Com-

pact” and provides insight into the hearts of the Pilgrims.    

The Compact begins with “In the name of God, Amen” and demonstrates how God was first 

and foremost in their minds.  As they wrote the document they also included “for the glory of 
God” and “in the presence of God” showing that God is who they would look to for guidance 
to govern.  How different our country would look today had we only kept this same mind-

set.  I pray that those whom we select to represent us today would also put God first and 

seek his council.    

May you have a Happy Thanksgiving and think of how God should be put first in our lives 

and give thanks for the blessings He has given us.  

Voters Meeting, November 10th after services  
 

 BOARD OF DIRECTOR CANDIDATES 
  

The Nominating Committee is composed of Sheila Eynaud, Bonnie Grisso, Terry Vergon, Dave 

Light, John Wynn, and Jerry Sturz.  The Committee was tasked with identifying members of 

the congregation who might serve on the Board of Directors and guide the secular affairs of 

LCOP.  Some of the criteria the Committee reviewed for the nominees were Vision, Leadership, 

Business Acumen, and Fiscal Responsibility.  The Committee gave prayerful consideration to 

the qualifications of each individual and the requirements for service as listed in the 

Constitution.  

Being a member of the Board of Directors requires a tremendous commitment of time and 

dedication as well as integrity and judgment.  The Committee is confident the candidates being 

presented are such eligible and qualified individuals.   Each candidate has agreed to serve if 

elected.  The congregation will elect two of the candidates.  The candidates are: 

 Michael Griggs 

 Teresa Hammett 

 Angela Madding   

Please keep these individuals and the congregation in your prayers as we approach the 

November Voters Meeting.   
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Service and Activities (SAM) Board 

 
SAM was pleased with the turn out for the 

Octoberfest Fall Fellowship Dinner, the 
food was great and the attendance by the 
congregation was overwhelming. We were 

especially happy with the weather that 

evening—God provided that for sure. 

Also we were pleased  with another 

wonderful trunk-or-treat event. Many 
families love having a safe place to bring 

their little ones and it is great to let our 
love show through to each individual that 

attends. 

November is packed with the Men's Steak 
Fry on Nov 3rd offsite (sign ups in the 

Narthex),  Shoebox packing party on Nov 
4th @ 1pm @ church, Giving Thanks at 
Christmas cards donations & delivery 

plans.  

Our new committee co-chairs, Kate 
Zimmermann & Terry Vergon will take over 

in January.  

The Women's retreat scheduled in February 

is at max capacity and a waiting list is 
being started. So happy to have such a 
overwhelming response from women eager 

to participate. Next meeting is Jan 24th if 
you would like to join the board & help 
with the services, activities & missions 

outreach of our church.  

November 17th  @ 8am 

Ladies, the Christmas Luncheon will be 

held Monday December 10th, 11:30 at the 

Guild House.  Your reservation and 

payment can be made with Sheila Eynaud 

beginning Sunday November 4th. 

Downstairs seating will accommodate 32 

and joining us will be Pastor Toenjes and 

Joyce.  Plan now and be one of the 30 to 

sign up to enjoy this annual gathering. 

Wonder Window School Board 

October arrived and was gone in a flash! The 
WW children sang for the church service on 

October 14th and did such a great job. 
Thanks also to the masterful puppeteers 
who performed that morning. You guys were 

great!  

The Coffee Kiosk program ended on October 
23rd and was enjoyed so much. A follow up 

review was held to share ideas and 

suggestions. 

WW has received a grant from a local 
charitable foundation to be used toward the 
replacement of our 14 year old van. That 

money, along with the sale of the current 
van and some fundraising will hopefully 

fund the purchase of a newer used van!   

Prayers for this project, please! 

Vivienne Kuster 

 

Property Board 

The Church workday was held on 10-19-18, 

windows washed, ice plant trimmed and 

planted on Morning Drive, the playground 

blue chips were raked and leveled,  plus sev-

eral repairs completed. We wish to thank 

those who attended, Karen Johnson, Steve 

Knaggs, Chuck Poynor, Bill Gresco, and Tom 

King. 

The workday is held on the third Saturday of 

each month from 8am-12 noon. The work 

varies from reoccurring maintenance and 

clean up, gardening, and building and 

equipment repairs, all levels of skill and ex-

pertise are needed and welcomed. If you 

would like to help but are only available at 

other times please contact Lyn Espericueta 

or Roy Eynaud. 



5 

 

                    All Saints’ Day 

We’ll be observing All Saints’ Day on 

Sunday, November 4, as we remember 

and give thanks for those who have gone 

on to glory (the saints above) and pray for 

the faithful here on earth (the saints be-

low). We’ll focus on Jesus’ words in Mat-

thew 5, commonly known as the 

“Beatitudes” (“Blessed are the poor in 

spirit,…”) and will be reminded, as saints 

even now, that we are Blessed Beyond 

Belief. 

Men’s Steak Fry 

Calling all men! This event’s for you!  

You’re invited to the Campbell’s for a 

steak fry Saturday night, November 3, 

from 5:00-7:00. All food and beverages 

will be provided, all for the cost of a free 

will donation. LCoP men as well as 

Wonder Window dads and grandpa’s are 

invited. We’ll enjoy a good meal together, 

solve the world’s problems, and maybe 

pitch a few horseshoes. Be sure to sign 

up after church or in the office. 

Thanksgiving Service of Prayer and Praise 

We’ll gather at 7:00pm on Wednesday, Nov. 
21, to gather our prayers for ourselves and 

others and to sing our Thanksgiving Praise 
to our God who hears and blesses in rich 

measure. Make plans to attend! 

Champions for Life Dinner 

Right to Life Kern County will hold its 
annual “Champions for Life” dinner 

Thursday, November 8, at Olive Knolls 
Church of the Nazarene, 6201 Fruitvale 
Ave. The  guest speaker will be Star 

Parker, who will tell of her journey to 
becoming a pro-life advocate. Tickets are 
$75 and will help fund RTLKC’s ongoing 

advocacy efforts in Sacramento and 
outreach on local college campuses. For 

more information visit rtlkc.org or contact 

Karen Johnson. 

Christmas Shoeboxes 

Shoebox Homestretch...We are hoping 
many of you will join us to pack shoeboxes 

Nov. 4th at 1:00. For the Packing Party we 
still need the special items such as dolls, 
cars, soccer balls and pumps, harmonica, 

sewing kits or 
fishing kits. School 
supplies and 

hygiene items are 
also needed. There 

will be a tote to put 
items in in the 
Narthex. If you are 

packing shoeboxes 
at home, don't forget the $9.00 shipping 

per box( cash or check in an envelope in 
one box is fine). All shoeboxes should be 
turned in by Nov. 11th so they can be sent 

to the Processing Center in LA. Thank you 
for your help. Questions? Contact Heidi or 

Gayle Frye. 

Advent Wednesdays 

Our Advent preparations get underway as 
we gather Wednesday evenings (December 

5,12, and 19) for a light meal at 6:00pm, 
followed by Evening Prayer at 7:00pm. 
We’ll prepare to celebrate the birth of our 

King, Jesus Christ, by remembering the 
three kings of Old Testament Israel: Saul, 
David and Solomon. We’ll ask a different 

question each week: What kind of king do 
you want? What kind  of bride does your 

King desire? What kind of dwelling is fit 
for your King? God bless our celebration of 

our Savior’s birth! 
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Fun Dates to Remember for November: 

11/3 Book Lovers Day 

11/10 Forget Me Not Day 

11/13 World Kindness Day 

11/16 Button Day 

11/20 Beautiful Day 

11/21 World Hello Day 

11/23 Your Welcome Day 

11/30 Stay At Home Because You are 

Church Golfers!  
Come and join us! 
Do you like to golf?   

We golf every Friday morning!  

For information, please call  
or text Tim Hartnett at  

661-319-8469. 

Giving Thanks at Christmas 

A new outreach is coming to Lutheran Church 

of Prayer this year called “Giving Thanks at 

Christmas.” Many people have to work on 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day and are not 

able to spend time with family and friends like 

most of us. We would like to say, “Thank you” 

to these folks—law enforcement personnel, fire 

fighters, first responders, restaurant workers, 

etc.—by giving them a $5 gift card. These gifts 

would be from Starbucks, McDonald’s, Target, 

and other businesses. 

 Envelopes will be available in the Narthex 

for donations to purchase 

these gift cards. We’ll also 

have a sign-up sheet for 

“Elves” to help deliver gift 

cards, which will be 

packaged in a decorative Christmas bag. Along 

with the gift card will be information regarding 

LCOP and a relevant scripture verse. 

 Donations will be collected starting in 

September through December 2. Gift bags will 

be available to “Elves” after church on 

December 16 and 23. Gifts should be handed 

out Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 Please direct any questions to La Vonne 

Light or Linda Downen.  

Time Change November 4th 
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