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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE!
Thursday
November 19th

The Prayer Line
A Psalm for Veterans Day: “Lest We Forget”
We seek to remember and honor the service of veterans.
We’re tempted to forget and take them for granted. In 1863
at his address at the dedication of a battlefield cemetery at
Gettysburg, Lincoln understood how easy it is to forget:
“The world will little note nor long remember what we say
here, but it can never forget what they did here.”
We all want to be remembered; we’d like to think that after
we’re gone there would be something to be said about us,
something we did, said, accomplished. It bothers me that I
don’t know much about my grandparents. Was only able to
talk with one of them, the rest having died earlier. In many
families there are stories told about family members—
funny stories that get told over and over: the heroic grandfather, the rich aunt, the quirky uncle, their fishing stories,
their practical jokes. What will others remember & tell of
us?
Could it be that the longing to be remembered comes from
the fact of us being made in the image of God? Might it be
that since He wants to be remembered, that we also—
reflecting that image—want to be remembered? Because
God does want to be remembered, and God does want to
be talked about. He wants you to think of Him, tell others
of Him. Wants to be a part of your family history. He really
does. And that in effect is why Psalm 78 fits for Veterans
Day when our goal is to remember and give thanks, as it
focuses on how God wants to be remembered by you and
me. It retells in 72 verses some of the battles Israel won,
but not so as to praise those who fought, but to remember
and praise God for the victories He gave.
The psalm writer reminds his hearers that they will not
hide what God has done but tell the next generation
the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, … then they would
put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds
but would keep his commands (Ps 78:6).
Continued on page 4

Cards, calls and prayers are much
appreciated by our Military and
Homebound members:
Zachary Arnold
Matthew Kraley
Diana Danforth
Carol Kritch

God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion.
If you don’t see your name, please call the office to
make corrections or additions. We want to include everyone!

♥NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES♥
Bryant & Megan Arnold
Ed & Raye Yoho
John & Linda Downen

LCoP Prayer Chain
When you have any prayer concerns, please let
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com.

*NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS*
Faye Yoho
Ken Campbell
Betty Jordin
Wyatt Madding
Michael Raasch
Craig Perkins
Matthew Kraley
Robert Grisso
Brenda Higgins
Jim Street
Tammy Poynor

Online Calendar!
Did you know that our event calendar is online
so you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on
resources under the church name. This will also
be updated during the month as events change
or are added! To update, please email
info@lcop.org.
Join Our Email List!
Are you on our email list to have the newsletter
and event reminders delivered to your inbox?
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.

We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second
Sunday of every month. If you would like to help
with refreshments for those who are celebrating,

In the Hospital?

bring your treat to church that morning.

If you find yourself hospitalized, I would like to
visit! But rather than relying on the hospital to
contact me, please give me or the church office
a call with your information.
I’d be happy to stop by, share a word of Scripture and prayer.

Thrivent—Action Teams
Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you to
bring people together to make a positive
change in your community.
For more information on becoming a
Thrivent member, contact
John Heideman at 661-321-3443

If you have a planned surgery, I’d be happy to
visit before the procedure. Just let me know
the specific hospital as well as the time you are
supposed to check in and the time of the procedure. I’ll do my best to be there in between
those two times.
Thanks! Pastor Toenjes
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Romans 13:1-2 declares " Everyone must obey state authorities, because no authority exists
without God's permission, and existing authorities have been put there by God. Whoever opposes the existing authority opposes what God has ordered; and anyone who does will bring
judgement on himself ".
Many of us have to read that passage over and over to grasp the enormity of it. Given our
perception of our government, it is some times difficult to obey or support some of the decrees coming from those authorities. With the events of 2020 ( the virus, civil unrest, property destruction, political miscommunication, calls to abolish law enforcement, fear of post
election responses, etc.) it is even more difficult to support some of our government authorities; especially those who appear to promote non Christian-like agendas.
Yet God says we should be unafraid of the authorities if we are "doing good" because the authorities are God's servants put there by Him to do good for us.
We know we can trust in God. This country was even founded on that belief. He is always
there for us even in times when we don't understand or believe in what is happening around
us.

Romans 13:3 asks if we would like to be unafraid of men in authority? It tells us to do what
is good and they will praise you, because they are God's servants working for us. We shouldn't be fearful.
What does this mean for us right now? It means we have to accept the election outcomes
and, as God asks, support those in authority and support the resulting governance. This is
a tall order. If the future governance isn't God-pleasing, He will intercede for us in His time.
So, as we enter interesting, maybe stressful and definitely unchartered times, we know God
is in charge and we are in his loving hands. We will be ok because we know our Lord! We

November 3rd
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Continued from Pastor,

BOARD OF DIRECTOR CANDIDATES

God wants to be remembered and talked about
from one generation to the next. As we speak of
veterans who served to make us free, to protect
us and bring us peace, we know full well that
there is one Hero, one Champion who laid down
His life for every human being who ever lived.
He wants to be remembered too. Jesus Christ
came not to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life as a ransom. He came and served, and
He served honorably, offering the last full measure of devotion when He laid down His life for
you in the battle. Jesus wants you to remember
Him! But for Him, unlike other war heroes we
honor, there is no grave. Oh, there is a tomb
some place where His body was placed, but
He’s not there. His remains are not there, because He is alive! Not simply a fallen hero, but
a living hero, whose resurrection says that cemeteries are not the last word for us when we lay
a loved one to rest. And then as you remember
Him in faith He comes to you personally to give
you His victory, His life and peace so that people put their trust in God and would not forget His deeds but would keep His commands.

The Nominating Committee is composed of
Ivan Foster, Linda Hartnett, Justin Madding, Kathy Vergon and Jerry Sturz. The
Committee was tasked with identifying
members of the congregation who might
serve on the Board of Directors and guide
the secular affairs of LCOP. Some of the
criteria the Committee reviewed for the
nominees were Vision, Leadership, Business Acumen, and Fiscal Responsibility.
The Committee gave prayerful consideration to the qualifications of each individual
and the requirements for service as listed
in the LCOP Constitution.
Being a member of the Board of Directors
requires a tremendous commitment of time
and effort as well as integrity and judgment. The committee is confident the candidates being presented are such eligible
and qualified individuals.

When President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed
November 11, 1919, as Armistice Day, he intended that the veterans of WW I would be remembered and honored, their hard work and
sacrifice not forgotten. That is less of a problem
for veterans now, but at times they have been
taken for granted, their service overlooked. But
not today. To those who have served in uniform, whether in times of conflict or peace, we
say thank you, and thanks be to God for your
willingness to serve. God bless you—and us
all—to trust in Him, and to never forget His
deeds.

—Pastor Toenjes
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They are:
Michael Grigggs
Richard Kuhn
Angela Madding
Kate Zimmermann
The election will be held at the Voters
Meeting on Sunday, November 15th.

Fall and Christmas Craft Fair
Saturday, November 14th
10a.m. to 2p.m.
At Tony’s Firehouse Pizza’s off Hwy 178.
There will be over 50 vendors.
Lutheran Church of Prayer will have a
booth with several tables of all
homemade crafts.
All proceeds from our sale will go to
Wonder Window’s Outdoor
Classroom Project
Please come see us.

Properties Board

Advent 2020: “Micah—Fierce Judgment &
Final Grace”

Our next meeting will be Monday, November
16th at 7pm and our next work day will be
Saturday, November 21st at 8am. The
Birthday Celebration of Christ (Christmas)
is just around the corner; there should be a
little cleaning to be done and a couple fixit
projects. We’ll be celebrating inside the
Church. Hooray!!!
Continued prayers for our country; economy, election, end to the virus, all Christian
Churches, health of all people and prayers
for our country to get back to following
God.
We need God more than ever.

Is it time to be thinking of Advent already?
Yes it is! Starting Wednesday evenings, December 2, we’ll engage with the prophet Micah and his Advent message of preparation
for the Messiah’s birth in the little town of
Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). That preparation is
to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with your God (6:8). Our Advent services will likely not include a shared meal,
but they will include an opportunity to serve
God through weekly service projects to benefit those in need in our community. In preparation for this series, you are encouraged to
read through the seven short chapters of Micah and become familiar with his vocabulary
of Fierce Judgment and Final Grace.

Wonder Window School Board
A welcome to November greeting from the
Wonder Window School Board! The school
is still functioning under the restrictive
rules of the Kern County Health
Department and the State Licensing Board
regarding class size limits and required
number of teachers per limited classroom
enrollment. It presents some real
challenges.
Coming up soon, we are going to have a
Popcorn fundraiser for the school. Please
watch for more in formation to be made
available soon. The product gives us 50%
of sales back and orders will arrive just
before Christmas. Please pray for our
mission at our school, for our families and
our students, and our staff.

Thanksgiving Service of Prayer and Praise

We’ll gather at 7:00pm on
Wednesday, Nov. 25, to gather
our prayers for ourselves and
others and to sing our Thanksgiving Praise to our God who
hears and blesses in rich
measure. Make plans to attend!
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LCoP Missionaries’ Info

Operation Christmas Child
Shoeboxes needs to be handled differently
this year because of Covid. We will be unable
to have our packing party. First of all we are
asking everyone to PRAY! Pray about this
mission project, how you can help, the shoebox(es) you will pack. You can pray about
whether to pack for a boy or girl, the age
range of the child (2-4, 5-9, 10-14). Pray
about the items you will choose for each
shoebox to show the love of Jesus. We have
brochures for you with more info. This year
we have been gifted 220 shoeboxes. We are
praying that with God's help we will be able
to fill them all. They need to be turned in, the
week of Nov 22nd.
Question? Contact Gayle or Heidi Frye

We as a congregation have supported the
Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for
many years and were glad to receive a visit
from them in person earlier this year. We
have also, as a congregation, been blessed
by visits from other missionaries over the
summer months. If you would like to pray
for and learn more about them, and
perhaps also support them through
correspondence and/or finances, here is
their information:
Nathan & Shannon Campbell
Christar International
Church Planting in Central Asia
support & contact info available at church
Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz
Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible
Translators
Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea
Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg
Support: www.LBT.org
Nathan & Beth Toenjes
Mission of Christ Network
Serving English congregations in Asia
Contact:
nathan.toenjes@missionofchrist.org
Support: www.missionofchrist.org/service/
toenjes

Rev. Walter & Robyn Steele
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Theological Educator in Kenya
Support: www.lcms.org/steele

November 21st
at 8am.
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Church Golfers!
Come and join us!
Do you like to golf?
We golf every Friday morning!
For information, please call or text
Tim Hartnett at 661-319-8469.
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