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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE! 

The Prayer Line 

 

Farewell from Pastor Toenjes 

     I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my 

prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 

partnership in the Gospel from the first day until now. Philip-

pians 1 

 “It’s more difficult to stay than to leave.” This I learned as the 

youngest of six kids: it was great to welcome brothers and sisters 

home for Christmas break, but oh how hard it was to see them 

leave to go back to school! Little did I know then how difficult it 

also was to leave! But that is what Joyce and I will be doing later 

this month. 

For the past six years it has been an honor and a privilege to 

serve God as your pastor. While Joyce and I have been abun-

dantly blessed in our ministry at Lutheran Church of Prayer and 

Wonder Window, God now calls us to serve in Crown Point, Indi-

ana. This has not been an easy decision. It will be hard to say 

goodbye. Your claim to being “The Little Church with a Big Heart” 

has only been enhanced in our experience. Yet, as St. Paul said 

to the Christians in Philippi, we are confident that he who be-

gan a good work in you will bring it to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus. 

So we leave you … knowing that LCoP and Wonder Window are 

strong, Gospel-centered places, with gifts beyond measure and a 

future that is bright! I know you are a people who trust in God 

and follow His leading, and I am confident that He has an amaz-

ing journey ahead for you. We will be with you for only a few 

more weeks, with my final Sunday being May 22, and our depar-

ture from Bakersfield shortly thereafter. 

       Continued on page 4 
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God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. 

If you don’t see your name, please call the office to 

make corrections or additions. We want to include   
everyone!   

 

    ♥May ANNIVERSARIES♥  

Richard & Carolyn Kuhn       

Lew & Gayle Frye         

Frank & Rebecca Hedge        

                        *May  BIRTHDAYS*  

LaVonne Light         

Harry Kraley         

Kyndall Raasch         

Patty King          

Becky Cressy         

Reuben Cortez        

Michael Grigg         

Mike Lehmann         
 

    We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second  
Sunday of every month. If you would like to help  

with refreshments for those who are celebrating,  

bring your treat to church that morning.  

 

  LCoP Prayer Chain 

When you have any prayer concerns, please let 
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting 
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
 
  

Online Calendar! 

Did you know that our event calendar is online 
so you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the 
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on 
resources under the church name. This will also 
be updated during the month as events change 
or are added! To update, please email 
info@lcop.org. 
 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter 
and event reminders delivered to your inbox? 
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.  
 

   Thrivent—Action Teams 

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you 
to bring people together to make a posi-

tive change in your community. 
For more information on becoming a  

Thrivent member, contact  
John Heideman at 661-321-3443 

Cards, calls and prayers are much    

appreciated by our Military and         

Homebound members: 

                             

 
Zac Arnold         

Brenton Campbell 

Matthew Kraley 

Marlene Caweli      

Diana Danforth          
Carol Kritsch          

Delores Markell        
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Change - it’s probably fair to say that most folks don’t enthusiastically embrace it.  Behavior-

ists offer a variety of ways to describe human reaction to change, many quite dependent on 

the context of change. However, most have elements of people trying to cope with uncertainty 

and the unknown.   

Our congregation is again facing change, as will be soon seen in the vacancy of pastoral lead-

ership.  While true, I believe we have faced a similar circumstance at least four times in the 

last twenty years, it may bring on feelings of discomfort for many.   Please be assured that 

your church leadership will work diligently to secure a continuation of the worship service in 

a familiar context and in accordance with Scripture.  Work will also be occurring for the pro-

vision of resources to meet other types of accustomed pastoral duties. 

To help weather this time, I would suggest staying close to God’s word.  The Sunday morning 

classes and evening small group gatherings can be very helpful for the study of God’s Word 

and fellowship with believers.  If you haven’t been involved, now is a great time to start.   

Contact the church office if unsure of class location, meeting times, or topics under current 

study. 

Most importantly, while human change is inevitable, we worship a God who is unchangeable.  

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 

with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” (James 1:17). 

 

God's hands 

 

Exactly a century ago, Irish physician Alexander Irvine published My Lady of the Chimney 
Corner, a book dedicated to his saintly mother. The protagonist, Anna, lives and ministers to 

others as Irvine’s own mother had done. 

In the story, Anna visits a neighbor who has just lost a son at sea. After talking for a while, 
Anna suggests they pray together. With heads bowed, she reaches to place a loving hand on 

the grieving mother’s forehead. Afterward, the woman says, “I think I felt his touch upon my 

brow,” referring to God. 

Anna says, “God is everywhere looking for hands to use. Sometimes he takes the hand of a 
doctor and uses it in healing. Sometimes he takes the hand of a mother to soothe the brow of 

a fevered child. And sometimes he takes the hand of an old critter like me to bring a bit of 
help and comfort to a neighbor. But they are all God’s hands, and God is everywhere looking 

for hands to use.” 
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Next Work Day 
Saturday                  

May 14th. 8 a.m. 

Properties Board Letter  

Next meeting will be held Monday May 

9th,   2022, 6:30pm and the next work day 

will be Saturday May 14th 2022 8 am. 

We have a few Saturday projects to do and 

you are very much encouraged to lend a 

hand.  We moved our meeting and work day.  

Just an FYI, our normal work days are held 

the on the third Saturday of each month 

with the properties meeting to be held on the 

Monday before the work day.  During the 

meetings we go over the things that were 

taken care of for the month or need to be re-

paired on the work day and the things that 

need to done on a regular basis for that 

work weekend.  We also discuss the projects 

that are being worked on but being held up 

for various reasons.  Everyone is invited to 

attend these meetings.  Your help and sug-

gestions are welcomed.  Work, days and 

meeting change for the most part, because 

of holidays or events that are planned on the 

work day. As an example a work day was 

scheduled for the day of our church yard 

sale and it was easier to move the work 

day.  We have very few volunteers (none) 

show up on a scheduled work day if it’s Sat-

urday right before Christmas or Easter on 

Sunday.  I know I won’t be there. 

Let’s all pray for Pastor and Joyce for the 

hard decision they had to make this last 

week and the call process for us. 

Properties  

Donald Votaw 

Wonder Window School Board 
 

It’s hard to believe we are already in the 

month of May.  May 2 through May 6 is 
teacher and staff appreciation.  If you are so 
moved please feel free to stop by Wonder 

Window and drop off a card to let them know 
how much you appreciate our Teachers and 

staff.   

May 19 is graduation for our 4 year old class. 

At the end of May we will sadly say good by to 

Joyce and Pastor.  We want to thank them 
both for every they have done for Wonder 

Window and LCOP.  We know God will bless 
them at their new church and we are excited 

to see what plans God has for all of us.   

Thank you, 

Jann Votaw 

Continued from Pastor, 

Serving as your pastor has been a precious 

gift from God, and I will take so many 

wonderful memories with me! A few exam-

ples: your welcoming us and our high 

school aged children arriving from Green 

Bay; the personal support you’ve offered at 

times of struggle and hardship; and the 

encouragement and care you’ve offered to 

Wonder Window and their staff and fami-

lies as they have gone through challenging 

times. As a result—the report of your kind-

ness and love has reached far and wide!  

Thank you for serving as partners in min-

istry! God bless and guide you as you 

move forward on a journey of His leading.    

-Pastor Toenjes 
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LCoP Missionaries’ Info 

We as a congregation have supported the 

Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for 

many years and were glad to receive a visit 

from them in person earlier last year. We 

have also, as a congregation, been blessed 

by visits from other missionaries over the 

summer months. If you would like to pray 

for and learn more about them, and 

perhaps also support them through 

correspondence and/or finances, here is 

their information: 
 

Nathan & Shannon Campbell 

Christar International 

Church Planting in Central Asia 

support & contact info available at church 
 

Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz 

Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea 

Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg 

Support: www.LBT.org 

May 2-6th 

Fixed hours of prayer 
 

As summer approaches, you may look for-

ward to a more relaxed routine. But don’t 
discard all your good habits and commit-
ments! For soul care, try fixed hours of 

prayer. Simply expand the concept of pray-
ing at set times (such as before meals and 

bed) into praying regularly each morning, 
midday and evening. Set an alarm on your 
watch or phone and commit to engaging 

with God at the specified times. You can do 

this on your own or with family or friends. 

You can pray using Scripture verses, devo-

tional guides, the Book of Common Pray-
er or a resource such as ExploreFaith.org. 
(When I’m tired or overwhelmed, it’s helpful 

to pray someone else’s words.) You might 
want to pray the same prayers morning, 

noon and evening for a week or a month. 
This practice isn’t meant to replace sponta-
neous prayers. Instead, use fixed hours of 

prayer to nurture a consistent habit of con-

versing with God. 

—Janna Firestone 

Epic Youth Update! 

 

EPIC Youth group has completed our service 

projects this past month; working on putting 
the "flower" back in flower beds in front of the 
church & school buildings. We learned a lot in 

the process, including how to plan ahead & 
work together.                                                
We enjoyed when members stop by to give ad-

vise, help for a minute, or just give encouraging 
words.                                                               

We had a day of fun as we gathered to set up 
for our Easter breakfast, then to color eggs to-
gether, participate in an Easter themed escape 

room & enjoy silly games & activities.                 
Our Easter breakfast fundraiser was quite suc-

cessful and enjoyed by many members & visi-
tors.                                                                    

mailto:j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg
http://www.LBT.org
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New Members Needed for Altar Circle 

Altar Circle members perform an important 

function in the church by preparing the al-

tar and church for Sunday worship.  The 

duties include preparing the communion 

trays, checking that all candles function 

properly, confirm that the proper paraments 

are being used and remove/replace dust co-

vers as needed etc. 

We would like to encourage the ladies of 

Church of Prayer to join us in “Serving the 

Lord with Gladness” in fulfilling these du-

ties.  It is a wonderful fellowship and way to 

gain new friendships by being an active part 

of your church family. 

Your serving time can be as limited as your 

time allows.  Members are always willing to 

step in and help others when needed.   

Should you have questions please don’t 

hesitate to speak to Sharon Jacobsen, Car-

olyn Schaefer or any Altar Circle member.  

Please think about it, pray about it and 

join us.  

UPDATE ON SHADE COVERS  

FOR OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 

The footings should be completed on 4-30-

22 and they will have to cure for 2-3 weeks 

before the shade structures can be assem-

bled. 

Assembly of the structures will begin on 5-

14 and should be completed 5-2, we will 

need volunteers to lift parts in place and 

bolt them together; 8–10-foot ladders will 

also be needed. 

Anyone who is available and would like to 

help in the completion of this project please 

contact Roy at 661-340-4521. 

 

The National March for Life                 

In Washington, D.C., is the world's largest 
pro-life event but showing your support 

for life closer to home is important 
too. Last year, the first ever California 
March for Life drew a crowd of about 500 

ardent defenders of life. This year even 
more are expected to rally and march 

around the Capitol building. 

Together, let's lift our voices where they 
will be heard!  Please pray for this event, 

or consider joining us on June 22 
in Sacramento for a display of pro-life uni-

ty our legislators can't ignore. 
Visit marchforlife.org 
 

Currently our state’s budget proposal pro-
vides incentives for medical 

students to become abortionists.  It also 
seeks to force religious healthcare 

providers to offer abortions or go out of 
business. The budget includes 
funding for women traveling to California 

seeking abortions:  gas, lodging, and  
transportation costs while subsidizing 
abortions for low income women. 
 

With thanks, 
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Church Golfers!  
Come and join us! 

Do you like to golf?   

We golf every Friday morning!  

For information, please call or text 

Tim Hartnett at  661-319-8469. 


