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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE! 

Monday 
March  28th 

 
 
 

The Prayer Line 

 
Joyful Humility 

 

Neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, 

but only God who gives the growth. -1 Corinthians 3:7 

 

History records the life of a woman who embodied spiritual 
humility, even though she had much on a human level to 
be proud of. As an author of over 70 books and a transla-

tor of many others into the South African trade language 
of Afrikaans, Annalou Marais had much reason to brag—

but she was more concerned about honoring Christ than 

advancing herself.  

 

She worked behind the scenes at Bible conferences, doing 
a servant’s tasks with a smiling face and a joyful heart—

even though she would have been entitled to a much high-
er status at these events. It would have been natural for 
her to desire, and even deserve, the spotlight. Instead, she 

quietly served, joyfully looking on as God worked in peo-
ple’s hearts. It was an impressive humility, because it was 

completely genuine. She knew that though she had plant-
ed and watered much, yet it was God who had granted the 
increase. Therefore she could serve the Lord with gladness 

(Psalm 100:2). 

There is an old saying: “It is amazing what can be accom-

plished when we don’t care who gets the credit.” This is 

certainly true of our service in Christ’s name. Paul told the 

church at Corinth, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God 

gave the increase. So then neither he who plants nor 

he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 

growth” (1 Cor. 3:6-7). Paul had learned that great lesson 

of the servant’s heart, as Annalou had learned—it’s entire-

ly about God. Yes our work matters—isn’t it amazing to 

think that God calls us to serve Him? But whatever we are 

able to accomplish is only by His power and grace, and all 

the glory belongs to Him.                     Continued on page 4 

mailto:office@lcop.org
http://www.lcop.org
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor%203.7
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor.%203.6-7
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God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. 

If you don’t see your name, please call the office to 

make corrections or additions. We want to include   
everyone!   

 

    ♥March ANNIVERSARIES♥  

John & Diane Lunsford     

Pete & Kate Zimmermann     

                        *March BIRTHDAYS*  

Joyce Toenjes      

Payton Hampton      

Gary Adams       

Frank Cressy      

Don Votaw       

Roy Eynaud       

Jaime Espericueta      

Wayne Kauffman      

Rebecca Smith      

Christian Frank      

Jordan Adams      

Tim Hartnett      

Marion Bogle      

Marilyn Wilson      
 

    We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second  
Sunday of every month. If you would like to help  

with refreshments for those who are celebrating,  

bring your treat to church that morning.  

  LCoP Prayer Chain 

When you have any prayer concerns, please let 
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting 
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
 
  

Online Calendar! 

Did you know that our event calendar is online 
so you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the 
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on 
resources under the church name. This will also 
be updated during the month as events change 
or are added! To update, please email 
info@lcop.org. 
 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter 
and event reminders delivered to your inbox? 
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.  
 

   Thrivent—Action Teams 

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you 
to bring people together to make a posi-

tive change in your community. 
For more information on becoming a  

Thrivent member, contact  
John Heideman at 661-321-3443 

Cards, calls and prayers are much    

appreciated by our Military and         

Homebound members: 

                             

 
Zac Arnold         

Brenton Campbell 

Matthew Kraley 

Marlene Caweli      

Diana Danforth          
Carol Kritsch          

Delores Markell        

Save the date!!                     
March 12th 

mailto:chuck.jordin@yahoo.com
http://www.lcop.org
mailto:info@lcop.org
mailto:info@lcop.org
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YOUR ELDER 

 

A common definition describing church elders is "men whose age and wisdom make them re-

spected leaders." That is as true today as it was centuries ago.  According to scripture, in ad-
dition to age and wisdom there were other qualities and characteristics each elder had to ex-
emplify.  They included demonstrating an even temperament, loving what is good, being up-

right and holy, exhibiting discipline, acting above reproach, showing gentleness... (for a full 

list of characteristics see 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9) 

 

In 1 Peter 5:2-3 the elder** is commanded to "Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your 
care, serving as overseers, not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants 

you to be, not greedy for money, but eager to serve, not lording it over those entrusted to you, 

but being examples to your flock." 

 

Fast forward a bit...according to the LCOP Constitution, the elders are charged with main-
taining and promoting the spiritual well-being of the Pastor and the members of the 

church.  As a body, the elders have defined responsibilities for the health of the congregation 
and well-being of the church.  Some of these responsibilities include ensuring services follow 
church doctrine, exercising leadership in the event of a pastoral vacancy, assisting with com-

munion, scripture reading and preaching, assisting with confirmation studies and ensuring 

services are conducted in a manner that fosters an attitude conducive to worship. 

 

Additionally, each elder has been assigned a congregational group or "flock." (Your flock num-
ber and your elder's name are noted in the front of your church directory.) Periodically, you 

will receive contact from your elder inquiring as to your well-being (spiritual and otherwise), 
recommendations about services or other LCOP functions or requesting your feedback on is-
sues the elders are reviewing. Should you desire home visits or communion, request them 

from your elder.  LCOP is YOUR church so please be as straightforward as possible with your 
feedback.  Should you ever have issues you would like to discuss with your elder or bring be-
fore the Board of Elders, please contact your elder directly to discuss them.  He can be a val-

uable resource for you.  If he is unable to address your issue at that time, he will relay your 
issue to the Board of Elders.  Should you have delicate issues you would prefer not to discuss 

with your assigned elder, feel free to contact another elder or Pastor.  Delicate issues brought 

before the elders are held in extreme confidence. 

 

**In scripture the pastor is frequently referred to as an elder as he performs teaching, preach-
ing and leadership duties which are typically elder responsibilities.  For our purposes Pastor 

is not generally considered an "elder" even though he performs all the functions, and more, of 

an elder. 
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Continued from Pastor, 

As we begin our Lenten journey, God 
bless you to see Christ clearly through 

His Word, and to give thanks to Him for 
all those who have planted and watered 

the seed of faith in you.  
 

Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing, may we 
ripen and increase, Fruit to life eternal 
growing, Rich in love and joy and peace. 

(LSB 691:1                        Pastor Toenjes 

Epic Youth Update! 

A huge THANK YOU! to everyone that has been 
supporting us in one way or another. Our Bake 

sale was a great success & we were over-

whelmed with the compliments & donations.  

We had a wonderful Bunco fundraiser. Lots of 

laughs & delicious bites were enjoyed by all! 

Our next fundraiser is March 12th! We are sell-
ing cooked whole tri-tips to be picked up the 

day of the church parking lot sale for $25 each. 
We are also pre-selling tri-tip meals for $12. 

The price day of will be $15. We will have 

breakfast burritos for sale as well. 

We are hosting 1 of the Lenten dinners, a pasta 

bar & providing a breakfast on Easter morning. 

In addition to these fundraisers, we are plan-

ning a beautification of the flower beds by the 

buildings in spring. 

Also, please check out our new "Where in the 

WORD is LCoP" map in the narthex. We ask all 
members to put a pin where you live & our 
youth has put (different) pins where the church 

& all home bible studies are located, so we can 
visualize where we are able to study Gods word 

together. We hope this will be a useful tool to 
all new & existing members to find a Bible 

study to belong to. 

Please continue to pray for our youth as we 
gather & grow in numbers & God’s word. Teens 
face many struggles, some new, some as old as 

the ages & we, the leaders, strive to provide a 
space to be completely themselves & learn that 

they are exactly the people God created them to 

be. 

UPDATE ON SHADE COVERS FOR OUT-

DOOR CLASSROOM 

 The two 20’ x 40’ shade structures 

have arrived for the outdoor classroom; 

one will be on the South and the other on 

the West side of the school building.  

We will need volunteers to help in the as-

sembly of these structures. The work will 

be divided into three projects on different 

days. 

Dig and pour 6 footings approximately 

12” diameter by 18-24” deep. This 

will have to be done on a Saturday in 

March the date to be announced. 

Structures arrived on 2-24-22. 

Assemble the shade covers, this will 

take one or two Saturdays depending 

on the number of volunteers. 

 

There will be a sign-up sheet in the Nar-

thex or contact Roy Eynaud at  

(661-340-4521) with any questions, thank 

you in advance for your help and support. 

March 13th 



5 

 

Next Work Day 
Saturday   

March 19th      
8 a.m. 

Properties Board Letter  

The next properties meeting will be Mon-
day March 14th at 6:30pm and the next 
work day will be Saturday March 19th at 

8am. Everyone is invited.   We have a few 
projects to do and get the church ready 

for Ester.  We had a huge septic problem 
that needed a small backhoe tractor to 
get to it to fix it.  Trees, you just have to 

love them.   

Our next project is erecting the awning 

covering for the school.   

Let’s pray for our day school, the teach-
ers and our Pastor and his family.  Dur-

ing Lent he has much more to do.   

Bill Gresco who has been a part of and a 
big help properties is moving to Tex-

as.  We’d like to thank him for all his 

help throughout the years. 

Properties Board 

Donald Votaw 

Wonder Window School Board 
 

There are always exciting things going on 

at Wonder Window.  February of course 
was Valentine Day parties.  February will 
also be Dr Seuss’s Week, where the chil-

dren will have fun themes to dress up for.  

March 12 we will be having a parking lot 

sale.  If you have items you would like to 
donate to Wonder Window please bring 
them to the church office no later 

than Wednesday March 9th.   

If anyone would be interested in helping 

with our Coffee Kiosk please contact Joyce 

Toenjes.   

Thank you to all our Wonder Window Staff 

and Kathy for all you do for our Wonder 

Window children.  

 

LCoP Missionaries’ Info 

We as a congregation have supported the 

Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for 

many years and were glad to receive a visit 

from them in person earlier this year. We 

have also, as a congregation, been blessed 

by visits from other missionaries over the 

summer months. If you would like to pray 

for and learn more about them, and 

perhaps also support them through 

correspondence and/or finances, here is 

their information: 
 

Nathan & Shannon Campbell 

Christar International 

Church Planting in Central Asia 

support & contact info available at church 
 

Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz 

Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea 

Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg 

Support: www.LBT.org 

March 17th 

mailto:j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg
http://www.LBT.org
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LENT 2022 

WITNESSES TO CHRIST: PEOPLE FROM HIS PASSION 

John tells us why he wrote his Gospel: “Jesus did 

many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; but these are 

written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in His name” (John 20:30–31). Life! 

When we believe that Jesus is the Christ, God 

gives us life—abundant life, forgiven life, and 

eternal life.  

This Lent, our life in Christ will be strength-

ened as we hear the witness of those in John’s 

Gospel who journeyed to the cross. Along the 

way, we’ll meet villains, such as Barabbas and 

Pontius Pilate, as well as sinners, such as Peter 

(who denied Jesus three times), Mary Magdalene 

(who was possessed by seven demons), and Ju-

das Iscariot (who betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces 

of silver). 

Please join us for a light meal Wednesdays at 

6:00 and for worship at 7:00 as we hear the wit-

ness of these people in John’s Gospel: 

Ash Wednesday (3/2): John the Baptist, John 

1:29–34 

Midweek of Lent 1 (3/9): Mary, the Sister of 

Lazarus and Martha, John 12:1–11 

Midweek of Lent 2 (3/16): Malchus, John 

18:1–11 

Midweek of Lent 3 (3/23): Peter, John 18:12

–27 

Midweek of Lent 4 (3/30): Barabbas, John 

18:33–40 

Midweek of Lent 5 (4/6): Pontius Pilate, John 

19:1–16 

Maundy Thursday (4/14): Judas Iscariot, 

John 13:21–30 

Good Friday (4/15): John, the Gospel Writer, 

John 19:25–37 

The Resurrection of Our Lord (4/17): Mary 

Magdalene, John 20:1–18 

 

This year, Ash Wednesday, 

the first day of Lent, falls on 

March 2. During worship ser-

vices that day, pastors in 

many Christian churches dip a finger in 

ashes (often made by burning branches 

from the previous Palm Sunday) and 

make a cross on parishioners’ foreheads. 

Why ashes? Traditionally, they’re a sign of 

mourning, humiliation and penitence. 

Ashes also represent the frailty and tem-

porary nature of human life (“You are 

dust, and to dust you shall return,” Gene-

sis 3:19). Christians are pained because 

our sins led to Jesus’ death. With repent-

ant hearts, we begin the season of Lent, 

knowing that it leads to Jesus’ resurrec-

tion on Easter Sunday. 

For Ash Wednesday — and throughout 

the 40 days of Lent — ponder this prayer 

from an Italian sacramentary, or liturgical 

book: “O God, you know how fragile is our 

human nature, wounded as it is by sin. 

Help your people to enter upon the Len-

ten journey strengthened by the power of 

your word, so that we may be victorious 

over the seduction of the Evil One and 

reach the paschal feast in the joy of the 

Holy Spirit.” 

Special dates 

 

• Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022 

• World Day of Prayer, March 4, 2022 

• Daylight saving time begins, March 
13, 2022 

• First day of spring, March 20, 2022 
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Church Golfers!  
Come and join us! 

Do you like to golf?   

We golf every Friday morning!  

For information, please call or text 

Tim Hartnett at  661-319-8469. 


