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The Prayer Line
The Gospel in Seven Words
Imagine that a friend or family member who is unfamiliar
with your Christian faith asks you to summarize the Gospel. She isn’t looking for a laundry list of doctrines. She
has no interest in hearing you recite the Apostles’ Creed.
She wants to get to the heart of the matter. “In seven
words or less,” she says, “tell me what you believe as a
Christian.”
What would you say? How would you put it? Are you
prepared to confess your faith in Jesus?
To be a Christian is to “believe with your heart” and
“confess with your mouth” the good news of God’s love for
us in Christ (Romans 10:9–10). Peter calls us to be
prepared always to give a reason for the hope we have as
Christians (1 Peter 3:15). Christians have the best news in
the world to share! But are we prepared to share it?
During this season of Lent, we’re going to prepare to
celebrate Holy Week by sharing why Holy Week is so
important. Our midweek worship services will serve as
opportunities to consider the many ways in which the
Scriptures proclaim Jesus. Starting with Ash Wednesday,
February 26, we’ll gather on Wednesdays for a light meal
at 6:00. Then during the worship service at 7:00, each of
you will be working on your own summary, with the hopes
that all of us are more prepared to share the good news of
Jesus.
Plan to participate on Wednesday evenings this Lent, and
join us by crafting your own confession of the Gospel!
~ Pastor Toenjes

MEMBER NEWS
Member changes or additions
will be posted in this section.
new address:

God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion.
If you don’t see your name, please call the office to
make corrections or additions. We want to include
everyone!

Cards, calls and prayers are much appreciated by
our homebound members:
Diana Danforth
Jean Gillian
Carol Kritsch
Delores Markell
Phyllis Whitfield

♥MARCH ANNIVERSARIES♥
John & Diane Lunsford
Pete & Kate Zimmermann
*MARCH BIRTHDAYS*
Payton Hampton
Gary Adams
Frank Cressy
Don Votaw
Megan Andrews
Roy Eynaud
Jaime Espericueta
John Hanson
Olivia Davis
Charles Kauffman
Rebecca Smith
Christian Frank
Jordan Adams
Bennie Loudermilk
Tim Hartnett
Marion Bogle
Marilyn Wilson

LCoP Prayer Chain
When you have any prayer concerns, please let
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com.
Online Calendar!
Did you know that our event calendar is online so
you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on
resources under the church name. This will also
be updated during the month as events change or
are added! To update, please email info@lcop.org.
Join Our Email List!
Are you on our email list to have the newsletter
and event reminders delivered to your inbox?
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.
In the Hospital?

We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second

If you find yourself hospitalized, I would like to
visit! But rather than relying on the hospital to
contact me, please give me or the church office a
call with your information.

Sunday of every month. If you would like to help
with refreshments for those who are celebrating,
bring your treat to church that morning.

I’d be happy to stop by, share a word of Scripture
and prayer.

Thrivent—Action Teams

If you have a planned surgery, I’d be happy to
visit before the procedure. Just let me know the
specific hospital as well as the time you are
supposed to check in and the time of the
procedure. I’ll do my best to be there in between
those two times.
Thanks! Pastor Toenjes

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you to
bring people together to make a positive
change in your community.
For more information on becoming a
Thrivent member, contact
John Heideman at 661-321-3443
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As we travel through the Lenten journey, we keep our eyes on the cross and look
forward to Easter. On Easter Sunday, we celebrate Jesus’ rising and ascension into heaven.
While contemplating Jesus’ long journey toward our redemption, I began to track it
from its origin, when he arrived as a baby. What a baby he must have been! It has always
amazed me to be around a newborn baby and its family. When our own children were born,
I felt so grateful, but I didn’t carry the babies from conception to birth; that is something
that only a mother has the honor of doing. The mother carries the baby the entire journey
from conception to the pains that accompany childbirth. I believe that is why there is such
a special bond between a mother and her child.
As Jesus had his journey, he led a sinless life, was a teacher, a leader, and a Savior.
Mary was devastated as her son, Jesus, was led to his death on the cross where Jesus died
for our sins. He did this for us so we could have everlasting life. My wife and I understand
what it is like to have a child die before us. The hurt, the pain is always close. We should all
remember the pain and suffering that this young man endured while knowing his loving
mother had to witness her young son, who was without sin, die on the cross. What agony
she must have endured on our behalf. And what agony he must have endured knowing he
was going to inflict it on her, his beloved mother.
As we travel through this season of Lent, we should constantly be aware of why Jesus
did this. The verse that we should believe and cherish is John 3:16. “For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.”

Confirmation Sunday April 5
Join in giving thanks to God at the confession of faith of our Junior Confirmands as they
make their confirmation on Palm Sunday, April 5. During the month of March they will be
taking turns reading their confession of faith essays during Sunday worship. The class
includes: Bella Bustos, Tyler Gianninni, Christian Hanson, and Karl Zimmermann.
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Wonder Window School Board

PARKING LOT YARD SALE

Saturday, March

Hello from the Wonder
Window School Board!

14th

We are now officially into
the season of Lent. May it
be a time of contemplation and of
counting our blessings.

Clean out your Closets, Garages & Cupboards!
RENT-YOUR-SPACE for only $10! (1 car = 1
space)
Last year was a great success with lots of fun
and fellowship.
Community, friends and family are also
welcome.
Contact Linda Hartnett for more information.

Wonder Window had the first committee
meeting of the Outdoor Classroom
Project. We are organizing and
coordinating with the Foundation of
Natural Outdoor Classrooms. You will
hear more about how you can put your
talents to use for this Project.
There will be a fund raiser at Panera
Bread on California Ave. on March 6 from
4-8 pm. We will receive a percentage of
sales and we can hand out flyers to
everyone who comes in.
Wonder Window will have spaces at the
church Parking Lot sale on Sat. March
14.

Lenten Midweek Themes
Ash Wednesday (Feb 26) The Gospel in Seven
Words
March 4 Preparing to Confess
March 11 “Captivity and Freedom”
March 18 “Death and Life”
March 25 “Isolation and Community”
April 1 The Gospel in Your Words
Maundy Thursday (Apr 9) “Jesus Comes to Feed
My Hungry Soul”
Good Friday (Apr 10) “Jesus is Lord, Even Over
My Death”
Easter Sunday (Apr 12) “Christ Is Risen! In Him
We Rise!”
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CINNAMON ROLLS are being sold now for
delivery in time for Easter feasting. See
Sheila Eynaud for ordering yours.
There will be a Golf Tournament on Sat.
May 2 benefiting the Outdoor Classroom
Project. Sign up sheets are out now or
talk to Roy Eynaud if you have questions.
Please continue praying for our mission
at Wonder Window. We are reaching
many children and their parents with

Cinnamon Rolls
Wonder Window is selling Hodel’s
Cinnamon Roll pans again this year for
$10.50 per pan, delivered on Sunday,
March 29th to the church and Monday,
March 31, to Wonder Window.
The money we make goes towards the
Wonder Window Outdoor Classroom
Project, this is the project that Joyce,
Gina and Monica presented
to our church last year.
Please help us support this
very important project.

Properties Board

LCoP Missionaries’ Info

Our next meeting will be Monday March 16th
2020 at 7pm and our next work day will be
Saturday March 21st 2020 at 8am.

We as a congregation have supported the
Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for
many years and were glad to receive a visit
from them in person earlier this year. We
have also, as a congregation, been blessed
by visits from other missionaries over the
summer months. If you would like to pray
for and learn more about them, and
perhaps also support them through
correspondence and/or finances, here is
their information:

We would like to thank everyone who comes
out and helps, it is really appreciated. It
makes everything more enjoyable.
Continued prayers for the shut ins, those
that have some sort of medical need, those
that have financial needs.
Pray for our Pastor and his family and all
Pastors and their families, missionaries and
those who support missions.

Nathan & Shannon Campbell
Christar International
Church Planting in Central Asia
support & contact info available at church

Donald Votaw
March 21st at
8am.

Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz
Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible
Translators
Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea
Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg
Support: www.LBT.org

Service and Activities Board
It’s time for our 7th annual church parking
lot sale. Sign up now to save a space for
you. Scheduled on Saturday, March 14th. 7noon.

Nathan & Beth Toenjes
Mission of Christ Network
Serving English congregations in Asia
Contact:
nathan.toenjes@missionofchrist.org

Also Wonder Window is collecting items to
sell. For new school equipment etc. There is
always a need for helpers that day, please
see Linda or Kathy for more information.

Support: www.missionofchrist.org/service/
toenjes

The annual golf tournament is set for May
2nd. at the Kern River Golf Course. The
tournament offers something for everyone,
golfer or not. For the non-golfer there are
multiple opportunities to help on
tournament day or to sponsor a hole.
Please contact Roy Eynaud for more
information.

Rev. Walter & Robyn Steele
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Theological Educator in Kenya
Support: www.lcms.org/steele

Please consider attending the next SAM
meeting on March 23rd at 6:00p. We love
to see new faces.
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Thrivent Choice Dollars Make a Difference

March 8th Daylight Saving Time

Are you eligible for Thrivent
Choice Dollars? If so, we
invite you to designate
Lutheran Church of Prayer or
Wonder Window Children’s
Center as the recipient of
your Choice Dollars this
year! With your Choice
Dollars, you can invest in students and leaders
who will serve God’s people in communities like
ours.
Thank you to all who have already designated
their Choice Dollars LCoP or Wonder Window! In
2019 the Wonder Window Booster fund received
$1,481, and the LCoP Mission Scholarship fund
received $1,249! Your support makes a
difference!
Here’s how it works
Thrivent Choice lets eligible benefit members
recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes
some of the organization’s charitable funds. If
you have Choice Dollars available to direct, you
can help us receive additional funds.
Directing your Choice Dollars is easy. You can
do this online at http://www.thrivent.com/
choicedollars or by calling 800-THRIVENT (800-

Church/School Van Drivers
Interested in helping people get to church
Sunday mornings? Good at organizing and
communicating with people? Able to drive a
van? If so, then maybe God is calling you to
lead an effort to schedule drivers for our
church van to pick people up for worship
services! Since we have been blessed with
such a reliable and comfortable vehicle, give
some thought and prayer to the question of
whether you or someone you know might
serve well in this role, then let a member of
the Board of Directors know.

A Lenten history lesson
Though the date of Easter varies, the majority of the Lenten season occurs during March. In
fact, the word Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon words lenctentid (meaning “March”)
and lencten (meaning “spring”).
The first reference to Lent dates back to 325 AD, in one of the 20 canons decreed at the council
of Nicaea. By the eighth century, Christians started observing Lent, and a 10th-century monk
named Aelfric connected the use of ashes and “the Lenten fast” to the pre-Easter period.
Lent lasts 40 days to represent Jesus’ time in the wilderness, when he was tempted by the
devil. The six Sundays that occur between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday aren’t counted
as part of Lent; instead, as the traditional day of worship, they’re considered “mini-Easters”
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Church Golfers!
Come and join us!
Do you like to golf?
We golf every Friday morning!
For information, please call or text
Tim Hartnett at 661-319-8469.
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