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Serving us in March
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE!

The Prayer Line
I Don’t Belong Here
Ever had the feeling that you don’t fit in? You’re with people
and it seems that their conversation, their actions, and
their priorities are just out of sync with yours. You even
wonder at times whether you’re still welcome, whether you
can even contribute to the debate without being ignored or
mocked.

I’ve had that feeling lately, sometimes in person and other
times via social media. People seem ready to pounce at even
the slightest provocation from those who would dare to
disagree on the big issues of the day. And it’s not that I’m
oh-so virtuous and pure that I just can’t stand to be
contaminated by the world. It’s that the world—and how we
communicate—seems to have changed. Sure, there will be
disagreements over abortion, immigration, health care,
education, climate change, homelessness, etc., but how we
argue those issues seems to have changed. There’s no
listening, only shouting. In shorter. And shorter!
Sentences!! Why bother with lengthy and well-reasoned
policy debates when ad hominem insults are met with lusty
cheers and election victories?
So if you feel that you don’t fit in, join the club. And let me
introduce you to a charter member: the Apostle Peter, along
with the recipients of his first letter. He wrote to “elect
exiles” (1 Peter 1:1) scattered throughout Asia Minor,
Christians who didn’t “fit in” and would soon be
experiencing persecution.
Continued on page 3

MEMBER NEWS
Member changes or additions
will be posted in this section.

God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion.
If you don’t see your name, please call the office to
make corrections or additions. We want to include
everyone!

Cards, calls and prayers are much appreciated by
our homebound members:

♥MARCH ANNIVERSARIES♥

Diana Danforth
Carol Kritsch
Delores Markell
Phyllis Whitfield

John & Diane Lunsford
Pete & Kate Zimmermann
*MARCH BIRTHDAYS*
Payton Hampton
Gary Adams
Frank Cressy
Don Votaw
Megan Andrews
Roy Eynaud
Jaime Espericueta
John Hanson
Charles Kauffman
Olivia Davis
Rebecca Smith
Christian Frank
Jordan Adams
Bennie Loudermilk
Tim Hartnett
Marion Bogle
Marilyn Wilson

LCoP Prayer Chain
When you have any prayer concerns, please let
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com.
Online Calendar!
Did you know that our event calendar is online so
you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on
resources under the church name. This will also
be updated during the month as events change or
are added! To update, please email info@lcop.org.
Join Our Email List!
Are you on our email list to have the newsletter
and event reminders delivered to your inbox?
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.

We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second

In the Hospital?

Sunday of every month. If you would like to help

If you find yourself hospitalized, I would like to
visit! But rather than relying on the hospital to
contact me, please give me or the church office a
call with your information.

with refreshments for those who are celebrating,
bring your treat to church that morning.

I’d be happy to stop by, share a word of Scripture
and prayer.

Thrivent—Action Teams

If you have a planned surgery, I’d be happy to
visit before the procedure. Just let me know the
specific hospital as well as the time you are
supposed to check in and the time of the
procedure. I’ll do my best to be there in between
those two times.
Thanks! Pastor Toenjes

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you to bring
people together to make a positive change in your
community.
For more information on becoming a
Thrivent member, contact
John Heideman at 661-321-3443
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Continued from Pastor,
He reminded them that they had been “born again to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ” (1:3), and that they could rejoice even though now for a little while being
“grieved by various trials” (1:6). In this and similar ways Peter encourages us to be faithful
followers in a foreign land, as ones “who by God’s power are being guarded through faith.”
Come to think of it, we really shouldn’t seek “fit in“ with the trends and changes of our society,
shouldn’t be “conformed to this world” (Romans 12:2), but rather transformed by the renewal
of our minds that by testing we may discern what is the will of God.
First Peter will be our focus throughout the Lenten season as we take a chapter of this letter
each Wednesday night. (See Midweek Lenten schedule below.) Peter’s counter-cultural themes
are right on target for Christians who feel that they don’t fit in today! So here’s a Lenten
challenge: read through Peter’s first letter, all five chapters. Then re-read the weekly chapter in
preparation for each Wednesday’s service. You’ll be blessed through it all!
The Lord bless our Lenten time of renewal as we hear His Word through Peter who reminds us
to “always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the
hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so
that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put
to shame” (1 Peter 3:15-16).

~Pastor Toenjes

Counter Culture: Faithful Following in a Foreign Land
Our Lenten Midweek series will focus on First Peter, offering discipleship lessons from the
disciple who wrote to encourage Christians dealing with persecution while scattered
throughout the Roman Empire. After introducing the theme on Ash Wednesday, we’ll take one
chapter of First Peter each week with the following themes:

Ash Wednesday, March 6: Integrity and the Lure of Leading Double Lives
Wednesday, March 13: Holiness and Being Born Again (1 Peter 1)
Wednesday, March 20: Unity as Living Stones Built on Christ (1 Peter 2)
Wednesday, March 27: Love, How We Answer and Relate to Others (1 Peter 3)
Wednesday, April 3: Suffering for Doing Good (1 Peter 4)

Wednesday, April 10: Glory in Christ Now and Eternally (1 Peter 5)
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“CONFUSION”, the word for today. Many Christians are becoming more and more confused on
the difference between rights and free will. Not being a theologian, I can only think of a few
rights, God gives to us. To me, a “right” implies that we are right or correct in the action we
take. Free Will means we have the choice to do what is right (moral) or wrong (immoral). In
Luke 15:3-7, God tells us that all life is important. “Sinful Man / government comes” along
and says “Did God really say all life? Didn’t God say your life is important also? What kind of
life are you going to have, if you go through with the pregnancy? You have the RIGHT to have
an abortion”. Your life is of a greater value. Which means; you are RIGHT in taking the life of
that baby. Just because we can doesn’t mean that it is right. God gives us Free Will to do
what is right or wrong. Choosing to destroy something just because it is inconvenient is not a
right.
Christianity has been under attack in many ways lately. The value of the unborn is one of
those. Abortion has taken approximately 60 million American lives and has destroyed many
people and families. It has taken a valuable baby, a thing of wonder and beauty, and turned it
into a disgusting blob to be hated and destroyed. Having worked at the Tim Tebow event,
“Night To Shine”, for special needs Kids and adults; I’ve seen and felt the VALUE of all life. It’s
amazing what I’ve learned from those that are categorized as of “less value” and is way more
than what I could give back to them or be able to put any value on. ACTS 20:35 boils down to
this, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” and I believe it.
We will never know what we could have had or been blessed by, with each and every
abortion.
As a Christian body WE, need/have to be more Vocal, more Understanding and more
Compassionate towards women who have had an abortion or are thinking about it.

I would like to say a “Big Thank You” to all
of my family at LCoP who helped make my
birthday a very special day. I had no idea
that anyone was dropping by to celebrate
until you started showing up at my door,
what a wonderful surprise! The phone call
from the LCoP ladies on the retreat, singing
happy birthday, was a special treat. Once
again, thank you for the kindness and love
that you shared.

Right To Life Kern County
There will be a fund raiser on Friday March 8th.
Fish Fry from 4-8pm. Tickets are $17.00 and on sale
now. You can purchase them at Right To Life Kern
County.
Meals will be catered by Fred’s Barbeque Factory and
can be picked up at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
Church, 900 H. St.
You can get information at
www.rtlkc.org.

God’s blessings,

or call Karen Johnson 661/864-7509

Chuck Jordin
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Property Board
Our next meeting will be Monday, March 11th at 7pm and our next work day will be Saturday, March 23rd at 8am. We had a pretty good turn out on our last work day and got a few
things accomplished that were needed. Helping hands are always appreciated.
Things we talked about in our meeting were:
1. The kitchen remodel and that the cost was pretty high to move Washer and Dryer into
the wash room. So it will probably be staying there unless something changes.
2. School van and then about its air conditioner
3. The fence on the back lot not being completed
4. Our Saturday to do list.
Trimmed door in class room that was rubbing, cleaned roof on the church of leaves, inspected the best we could on the water leak in the church (determined that it should be done by a
roofer); trimmed up redwood trees, picked up trash, inspected gutters on the church they
looked pretty clean.
Continue to pray for our Lutheran Churches, their Pastors and their Families as well as
Ours.

Don Votaw

March 23rd @ 8am

Wonder Window School Board
Greetings from the School Board!
We have been busy at Wonder Window. Our Panda Express fundraiser was well received.
Our final total raised was $200.37! Thanks to everyone who participated by purchasing
food and handing out the coupons. The next fundraiser is Hodel's Cinnamon Rolls,
preselling until March 31st. Please ask your family, friends, co-workers if they would be
interested in this tasty way to help us. Also, we are having a Carnival from 6-8 pm on
Friday, March 29. Come out and join in the fun.
Thanks to the Puppet Theater group, the 4th Sunday Band, Pastor and the Wonder
Window teachers leading the children in singing for Children's Church on Feb. 24.
It was a wonderful service.
Attention all golfers and friends or family of golfers!! Watch for more information
regarding this annual, fun event which will be including Wonder Window this year.
Please continue praying for our mission at Wonder Window.
Thank you,
Vivienne Kuster
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Service and Activities Board
As impossible as it seems, we are already in March. Time is flying because SAM is having
fun!
With barely a moment to bask in the successes of the Women’s retreat, the members of SAM
are well on the way to their March service projects. With spring cleaning starting we know it’s
time for the all church parking lot sale. Sign up to bring your treasures that need a new
home on Saturday, March 9th. If you are not selling, please come and see if you might be
able to provide a good home for someone else’s evicted treasure.
Our preschoolers and their families will be treated to an exciting evening of games, food and
surprises at the Wonder Window Carnival on March 29 from 6-8p. There are still
opportunities for you help make this a night to remember. Please contact Joyce or Monica for
more information.
April is just around the corner and that means golf! The annual golf tournament is set for
April 27th at the Kern River Course. The tournament offers something for everyone, golfer or
not. For the non-golfer there are multiple opportunities to help on tournament day or to
sponsor a hole. Please contact Linda Hartnett for more information.
Please consider attending the next SAM meeting on March 25th at 6:30p.

Please come check us out at an upcoming event.
Opportunities in March:
9th – Parking Lot Sale
29th – Carnival for Wonder Window and Church

Opportunities in April:
10th – Lenten Supper brought to you by SAM
27th – Annual Golf Tournament
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Thrivent Choice Dollars Make a Difference
Are you eligible for Thrivent Choice Dollars? If so, we invite you to designate Lutheran
Church of Prayer or Wonder Window Children’s Center as the recipient of your Choice
Dollars this year! With your Choice Dollars, you can invest in students and leaders who will
serve God’s people in communities like ours.
Thank you to all who have already designated their Choice Dollars LCoP or Wonder Window!
In 2018 the Wonder Window Booster fund received $1,060, and the LCoP Mission
Scholarship fund received $1,435! Your support makes a difference!
Here’s how it works
Thrivent Choice lets eligible benefit members recommend where Thrivent
Financial distributes some of the organization’s charitable funds. If you
have Choice Dollars available to direct, you can help us receive additional
funds.
Directing your Choice Dollars is easy. You can do this online at http://www.thrivent.com/
choicedollars or by calling 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) and saying, “Thrivent Choice.”
The deadline for designating 2018 funds is March 31, 2019.

New Members Needed for Altar Circle
Altar Circle members perform an important function in the church by preparing the altar and
church for Sunday worship. The duties include preparing the communion trays, checking that
all candles function properly, confirm that the proper Paraments are being used and remove/
replace dust covers as needed, etc.
We would like to encourage the ladies of Church of Prayer to join us in “Serving the Lord with
Gladness” in fulfilling these duties. It is a wonderful fellowship and way to gain new
friendships by being an active part of your church family.

Your serving time can be as limited as your time allows. Members are always willing to step in
and help others when needed.
Should you have questions please don’t hesitate to speak to Patty King, Kristy Sturz, Carolyn
Schaefer or any Altar Circle member. Please think about it, pray about it and join us.
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LCoP 7TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
SATURDAY APRIL 27 9:30 AM
KERN RIVER GOLF COURSE
We are excited to announce our 7th annual LCoP Golf Tournament. We have moved the
tournament to Saturday morning and we are aiming for 70 golfers for a shot gun start.
Lunch is included and will be served at the golf course after the event.
TWO PERSON SCRAMBLE BEST BALL
$65.00 PER PERSON
50/50 PUTTING CONTEST
LUNCH
PRIZES FOR LONGEST DRIVE, CLOSET TO THE PIN AND MORE.
We are looking for Tee and scripture verse sponsors.
Tee sponsors $100
Scripture verse $50.00 on the green.
Scripture verse $25.00 in the fairway.
Signup sheets are in the Church Narthex and Office.
Questions please contact Roy Eynaud (661-340-4521), Mike Griggs (H:661-663-4413,
C:661-619-6214), or Linda Hartnett (661-319-8470).

Please sign up now, payment will be due March 24. We have to give Kern
River Golf Course an approximate count by March 15.

Fun Dates to Remember for March:
03/01 Peanut Butter Lovers’ Day
03/03 National Anthem Day
03/10 Middle Name Pride Day

Church Golfers!
Come and join us!
Do you like to golf?
We golf every Friday
morning!
For information, please
call
or text Tim Hartnett at
661-319-8469.

03/12 Girl Scouts Day
03/14 national Potato Chip Day

03/14 Popcorn Lover’s Day
03/22 national Goof Off Day
03/23 National Puppy Day
03/25 Waffle Day
03/30 Take a Walk in the Park Day
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