
  

 

 
8001 Panorama Drive 

            Bakersfield, CA  93306 
            Phone (661) 871-1289 

      Fax (661) 872-6302 
              E-Mail:  office@lcop.org 
             Website:  www.lcop.org 

 
 

“Like” us on Facebook 
                  “Share” our events 

 

July 2021 

     Volume 21,  Issue 7 

 

In this Issue 
 

Pastor’s Page ........................... 1 

Birthdays & Anniversaries ....... 2 

Elder Message  ......................... 3 

Pastor’s Page Cont.  ................. 3 

Pastor Articles & Thank you ..... 4 

Board Articles & Missions ........ 5 

Puzzles  .................................... 6 

 

Calendars: 

Serving us in  July 

July event calendar 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE! 

Monday 
July 26th. 

 
 
 
 

The Prayer Line 

 
             Time for a Visit? 

The Apostle Paul loved to write letters. But you know what 
he enjoyed doing more than writing? Visiting people in per-

son! For example, after his tearful separation from Timothy 
in Ephesus, Paul would later write to his young friend, "As I 
remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may be 

filled with joy" (2 Timothy 1:4). 
  
I long to see you. As missionary parents those words sum 

up our wish concerning our son and daughter-in-law serving 
overseas. Yes there were tears when they left, although it was 

more our tears than theirs on that day 1 1/2 years ago! And 
now those words of Paul especially fit our desire to see our 
newborn granddaughter! True, Facetime is a wonderful gift 

for staying in touch. (I wonder what Paul would have done 
with email, Zoom, et al.?) But when we can visit in person, 

we will indeed "be filled with joy"! 
  
Maybe that describes you and the relationship you have with 

your distant family members: longing for a visit in person, so 
that you may be filled with joy. It certainly described our par-

ents 24 years ago—that was when Joyce and I left for service 
with Lutheran Bible Translators in Africa, taking our 1 1/2 
year old son with us and then celebrating the birth of our 

daughter there a few years later. Of course there was no 
Facetime or Zoom to stay connected in 1997, but we did 
send back VHS tapes of us and the kids, sharing the joy of 

children and grandchildren with them across the miles. What 
have we got to complain about now, right? 

 
But rather than focusing on the absence, better to dwell in 

the joy that we have together even though separate. After all, 
that's the kind of joy we all share even now through faith in 
Christ: "Though you have not seen him, you love him. 
Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and 

rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glo-
ry, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of 

your souls" (1 Peter 1:8-9).  
                                                            Continued on page 3 
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God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. 

If you don’t see your name, please call the office to 

make corrections or additions. We want to include   
everyone!   

 

    ♥JULY ANNIVERSARIES♥  

Mike & Marie Lehmann                               

Pastor & Joyce Toenjes                               

 

                   *JULY BIRTHDAYS*  

Cameron Raasch          

Sheila Eynaud           

Jerry McKinney           

Kathy Adams            

Nancy Perkins           

Macy Arnold            

Lyn Espericueta          

Ana Espericueta           

Angela Madding          

Grace Kraley           

 

    We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second  
Sunday of every month. If you would like to help  

with refreshments for those who are celebrating,  

bring your treat to church that morning.  

 

  LCoP Prayer Chain 

When you have any prayer concerns, please let 
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting 
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
 
  

Online Calendar! 

Did you know that our event calendar is online 
so you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the 
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on 
resources under the church name. This will also 
be updated during the month as events change 
or are added! To update, please email 
info@lcop.org. 
 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter 
and event reminders delivered to your inbox? 
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.  
 

   Thrivent—Action Teams 

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you 
to bring people together to make a posi-

tive change in your community. 
For more information on becoming a  

Thrivent member, contact  
John Heideman at 661-321-3443 

Cards, calls and prayers are much ap-

preciated by our Military and         

Homebound members: 

                             

 

Zachary Arnold                           

Matthew Kraley 

Marlene Cawleti    

Diana Danforth          
Carol Kritch        

Cyndi McClure            

Alice Schnakenberg 

MEMBER NEWS 

Member changes or additions will be posted in this 

section. new address:  

  

Cyndi McClure 

15923 San Marco Place 

Bakersfield, CA 93314                                                       
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Celebrating our Independence, from Sin! 

 Every year, we as Americans gather on the 4th day of July to celebrate the signing of the Dec-

laration of Independence.  Picnics, BBQs, swimming, family, and friends and of course the 

fireworks!  It is the day our country, where we enjoy so many liberties and freedoms much of 

the world does not, took its first steps to becoming a reality.  So, we gather each summer and 

eat way too much homemade ice cream, get way to sun burned and blow way too things up 

as a way to say “thank you” to those who fought for that freedom. 

   But as Christians, Independence means so much more.  Jesus declared our Independence 

when defeated death.  He proclaimed our liberty when he rose from that tomb, and he gave us 

freedom when he rolled that stone away.  We pray that our religious freedoms are never re-

moved but we rest assure, our Independence from Sin is eternal.  It makes me wonder why 

we do not enjoy fireworks every Sunday!! 

Continued from Pastor,   
 
 This is the same Lord Jesus who "visits" 
us regularly through His Word and comes 

to us in His Supper, who seeks to “restore 
unto me the joy of my salvation” (Psalm 

51). I pray that is your joy as well, no mat-
ter how far away your family members are! 
  

While I would agree with Paul's sentiment: 
I long to see you, that I may be filled 
with joy, I also realize the joy that is al-

ready ours in Christ. We'll visit in person 
with our granddaughter and her parents 

when we can, Lord willing. But we share 
even now something even more valuable: 
joy that is inexpressible and glorious! 

God bless you with joy as you await your 
next visit in person. 
 

                                  Pastor Toenjes 

As it does this year, July 4 fell on 

Sunday in 1937. While Pastor El-
dred Johnston led worship that 

morning in Paulding, Ohio, local 
kids set off firecrackers nearby 
(restrictions were rare back then). 

Realizing he needed to act, the pas-
tor slipped outside during a hymn 

and found the revelers. 

But instead of scolding or shouting, Johnston 

stayed calm. “I used to enjoy shooting fire-
works too,” he said, adding that he knew it was 

a fun way to celebrate. “But many in this town 
are gathered in worship, and the noise is very 
distracting. All I’m asking is that you wait until 

church services are over — about noon — and 
then shoot firecrackers all you want.” The pas-

tor smiled at each youth and returned to 

church. 

Recounting that experience 
in Liberty magazine, Johnston said he half-

expected to hear defiant explosions. Instead, 
the kids waited respectfully until worship was 

over. When conflicts loom, may we heed that 
example — and this advice from Proverbs: “A 
gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh 

word stirs up anger” (15:1, NIV). 
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Next Work Day 
Saturday   July 
17th @ 8a.m. 

Pastor's Bible Study 

Pastor's Weekday Bible Studies will be tak-
ing the month of July off. They will resume 

the week of August 8 with a look at the Sec-
ond and Third Letters of John. Women's Bi-
ble study will return Tuesday, August 10, 

and the Men's study will return Friday, Au-

gust 13. 

Asche & Sultze Ordinations 

Two ordinations are scheduled in Bakers-
field for the weekend of July 10-11, and 

you are invited to attend! 

Steve Asche will be ordained at Beth-
any Lutheran Church in Oildale 

at 3:00 on Saturday, July 
10. Steve has served as an elder at 
Bethany most of his life and has 

now completed the requirements 
for the pastoral colloquy program. 

There will be a catered dinner 
served following the service--RSVP 
for the dinner to the Asche's at 661

-399-0579 to help in planning for 

the meal. 

Stuart Sultze will be ordained at St 
John's Lutheran Church at 2:00 
on Sunday, July 11. Stuart served 

as an elder for many years at St 
Johns before retiring from his chi-
ropractic practice to attend semi-

nary in Ft Wayne, Indiana. He has 
completed his internship year as a 

vicar and will be ordained in prepa-
ration for serving as Pastor at Faith 

Lutheran Church in Ukiah, CA. 

Thank you! 
 

There are not enough THANK YOU'S to say 

that expresses my heartfelt thanks for the 
prayers, support and cards, you are truly 
loved.  Ivan was so happy here at LCoP, he 

often said “there were no nicer people than 
here”.  My sentiments too.  Ivan's family 
and my family send you so many blessings. 

 
As for me, most of you know that at some 

point I will be leaving to be with my son 
Kent. Not to live with him but to be in the 
same area.  That area will be close to 

Scottsdale, Az.  This will take some time as I 
have to find a home there and to sell my 

home here.  Homes are high in Arizona so, I 
may wait until the prices go down and risk 
the same here. As we Christians say 

“I will leave this decision in God's hands”. 
To members of Lutheran Church of Prayer: 
 

Thank you again for being with Ivan and me 
when we both were struggling the last 

month of his illness. 
Love to all, 
Shirley 
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 Wonder Window School Board 

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY from the School  

Board!!  We hope you all have had a 

chance to see the pictures of the kids 

enjoying all the new elements in the 

Outdoor Classroom. They are having a 

BLAST!!  Thank you so much to all who 

helped work on the project and those 

who continue helping on an ongoing 

basis. 

Summer School is in full swing.  

Wonder Window is interviewing 

for additional teachers so if you know 

someone who would qualify please 

send them our way! 

Have a great month and STAY COOL! 

Thank you. 

Properties Board 

Properties Board meeting will be held on Mon-
day, July 12th, 2021 at 6:30pm and the next 

work day will be Saturday, July 17th, 2021 at 

8 am. 

First off we would like to thank everybody that 
worked on the Wonder Window school pro-

ject.  Huge success!  Many Parents and 
church members were there working together 
to make the needed improvements to help the 

kids.  BRAVO. 

Three portable handi-cap ramps have been 
given to the Church.  We would like to make 
those available as a loan to those who could 

use them.  No time limit will be set for their 
use but we would like them back when they 

aren’t needed any more.  That way we can 

loan them out again. 

Set for the record, just a teaser.  Look out in 
the back lot, you will notice something miss-

ing.  It’s gone. 

 Properties Board 

LCoP Missionaries’ Info 

We as a congregation have supported the 

Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for 

many years and were glad to receive a visit 

from them in person earlier this year. We 

have also, as a congregation, been blessed 

by visits from other missionaries over the 

summer months. If you would like to pray 

for and learn more about them, and 

perhaps also support them through 

correspondence and/or finances, here is 

their information: 

 

Nathan & Shannon Campbell 

Christar International 

Church Planting in Central Asia 

support & contact info available at church 

 

Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz 

Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea 

Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg 

Support: www.LBT.org 

 

Nathan & Beth Toenjes 

Mission of Christ Network 

Serving English congregations in Asia 

Contact: 

nathan.toenjes@missionofchrist.org 

Support: www.missionofchrist.org/

service/toenjes 

mailto:j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg
http://www.LBT.org
mailto:nathan.toenjes@missionofchrist.org
http://www.missionofchrist.org/service/toenjes
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Church Golfers!  
Come and join us! 

Do you like to golf?   

We golf every Friday morning!  

For information, please call or text 

Tim Hartnett at  661-319-8469. 


