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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE! 

Monday 
January 24th 

 
 
 

The Prayer Line 

 What's Next? A Call to Prayer! 

In John 2 we're told that Jesus, His mother, and His disci-
ples were invited to a wedding at Cana in Galilee. Then we 

learn that the wedding party "ran out of wine" (vs. 2). May-
be they underestimated the size of the crowd? Or the size 
of the vats of wine? So Mary said to Jesus, "They have run 

out of wine" (3).  No complaints about the host's unprepar-
edness, no loud wonderings about how "someone should 
do something," and no one whining about the lack of wine. 

Mary just told Jesus about the problem. And you know 
the rest of the story -- how the water pots were filled and 

then miraculously turned into great wine. 
  
We have been blessed at LCoP and brought safely (for the 

most part) through the pandemic, and are poised on the 
doorstep of the year 2022! Thanks be to God! So what's 

next? The return of some of our old traditional customs 
and events are indeed welcome and cause for celebration. 
But if we continue to do only the same things we've always 

done, we can probably expect similar results. As has been 
observed, "We are perfectly staffed and organized to ac-
complish the results we are currently getting." And as has 

also been noted, we're not getting younger as a congrega-
tion. 

  
So what's next? Should we complain or whine or wonder 
about how someone should do something? No. Let's tell 

Jesus about it! I know, we shouldn't need a reminder to 
pray, but I know I do, and I'm guessing you do too. Let's 
join in prayer for the future of the Kingdom of God in this 

place. 
  

Here's the focus: Pray for our recognition of and re-

sponse to the Gospel opportunities that God has given 

us. That fits with Jesus' Parable of the Talents (Matthew 

25:14-30). Go ahead and read it if you don't remember the 

details.  

                                                             Continued on page 4 
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God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. 

If you don’t see your name, please call the office to 

make corrections or additions. We want to include   
everyone!   

 

    ♥January  ANNIVERSARIES♥  

Tom & Patty King      

 

                        *January BIRTHDAYS*  

Ed Yoho       

Jerry Sturz       

Lorraine Campbell      

Ana Espericueta      

Lew Frye       

Glenn Hammett      

Grace Kauffman      

Lynn Knaggs      

Carol Kritsch      

Linda Kuban      

  LCoP Prayer Chain 

When you have any prayer concerns, please let 
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting 
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
 
  

Online Calendar! 

Did you know that our event calendar is online 
so you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the 
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on 
resources under the church name. This will also 
be updated during the month as events change 
or are added! To update, please email 
info@lcop.org. 
 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter 
and event reminders delivered to your inbox? 
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.  
 

   Thrivent—Action Teams 

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you 
to bring people together to make a posi-

tive change in your community. 
For more information on becoming a  

Thrivent member, contact  
John Heideman at 661-321-3443 

Cards, calls and prayers are much    

appreciated by our Military and         

Homebound members: 

                             

 

Zachary Arnold                           

Matthew Kraley 

Marlene Caweli      

Diana Danforth          
Carol Kritsch          

Delores Markell        

mailto:chuck.jordin@yahoo.com
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Christmas Memories 

My first memories as a child, about Christmas, were the “PRESENTS”.  As a kid growing up 
we didn’t attend church and I really didn’t know about JESUS.  Sure I had heard a few 

things about a Baby, a manger, some GIFTS, Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh; but it was the 
“GIFTS/PRESENTS” that peaked my interest.  In my 20s’ I joined the LCMS, then I started 

really learning what Christmas was about.  Things started to change for me.  It was becom-

ing more about the giving aspect of Christmas then the receiving. 

Between my 30s’ and 40s’ I changed again, yes it was still about giving but much more.  It 
started feeling more real, having more meaning.  The receiving aspect of Christmas becoming 
much less important.  I’ve learned we have to receive in order to let others be able to give; we 

have to let others do things for us to allow Jesus to work through them and in them.  For 

some of us older codgers that’s hard.   

Now that I’m on the back end of my 60 years of life on earth, I think I have a better under-
standing.  About the sacrifice that Jesus made, to come to “US”, it was no small feat.  Who 

in their right mind would leave the comfort of heaven, where love abounded, no pain, no suf-
fering, NO hot days like Bakersfield, come to us to suffer, be rejected and scourged.  At one 

point the only person here on earth who loved him was probably his mother.  Who could 
possibly stand that kind pain?  To be rejected by the people who loved him most.  It hurts 

thinking about it.  Only God could. 

The LOVE he must have for us!  Hopefully when I die I’ll understand and be able to give 

back to him a small portion of what He Jesus gives us. 

So my Christmas wish is to be with Family and Friends and be able to give to them what 

God so freely gave us, “LOVE”.  
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Continued from Pastor, 

Here's the point: we're the workers! The 
"talent" from our Master is the Gospel!  

Here's the challenge for prayer: What are we 
doing with that talent? How are we putting it 

to work? 
  
Jesus answered the simple prayer of His 

mother at the wedding with a miraculous gift 
that benefited all in attendance. How might 

our Lord answer our simple prayers offered in 
humble faith for our response to the Gospel? 
Let's ask Him, and then let's look with eyes 

of faith for how His miraculous gift of grace 
could benefit us and more! 
  

Pastor Toenjes 

New Adult Sunday School Study 

The Campbell adult Sunday school class has 
started a new study of Paul's letters to the 

Thessalonians. The class meets at 10:30 
Sunday mornings in the Library. You are wel-
come and invited to join in! 

New Topic for Pastor's Weekday Study 
Groups 

Pastor will be continuing his weekly wom-

en's Bible study Tuesday mornings at 9:30 
at church and men's Bible study Friday 
mornings at 6:00 at Knotty Pine restaurant. 

The new topic for the new year will be 
"Great Prayers of the Bible." We'll example 
prayers prayed by people and recorded in 

Scripture, starting with the prayer of Moses 
in Exodus 15. What can we learn about our 

own prayer habits from these inspired ex-
amples? Come and see! 

New Elders and Board of Directors 

The following five people will be installed 
as members of the Board of Directors dur-

ing our Sunday service on January 2, 
2022: John Giddings, Michael Griggs, La 
Vonne Light, Angela Madding, and Kate 

Zimmermann. They will decide on roles 
(President, Treasurer, etc) at their first 
meeting this month. 

  
Also to be installed at the January 2nd 

service will be our Board of Elders: Ken 
Campbell (chairman), Bryant Arnold, Tim 
Hartnett, Harry Kraley, Richard Kuhn, 

Dave Light, Ken Madding, Jerry Sturz, 
and Don Votaw. 

  

Wonder Window and Masks 

You have probably seen the signs posted by 
our preschool asking people to wear masks 

when dropping off children or visiting the 
church and school Office. This is in re-
sponse to the state licensing guidelines that 

govern our school. So if you are visiting the 
Office during school hours, please help us 
out by wearing a mask when you enter. 

Fourth Sunday Band 

Will meet on Wednesday Nights Jan. 
5th,12th, & 19th @ 6p  and Saturday 

Jan. 22nd @10am in the Sanctuary. 
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Next Work Day 
Saturday   

January 15th 

8a.m. 

Properties Board Letter January 2022 

Our next meeting will be Monday January 10th 
at 6:30pm and our next work day will be Satur-
day January 15th at 8am.  You’re cordially invit-

ed to attend both, we need your help.  

WOW, it’s already 2022; last year has already 
come and gone by!  It’s like looking for Waldo. 

Where’d it go?   

Update on the breakroom: The updates to the 
handicap parking lots are completed!  After our 

last work day in December we should be able to 
call for a building inspection to complete that 

part of the project.  With your prayers it should 
go smooth.  Costs were a little higher in a cou-
ple areas but a little lower in some.  With a little 

(A LOT) of blood, sweat and some tears, from 
volunteers we were able to save a little more 

money.  Thank you everyone. 

We had water shut off valves installed in both 

main buildings.  There was no way before that, 
to shut water off to a single building, the only 
way before was at the main valve at the street 

and it affected everything.   

To keep a church running no project is too 

small.  A small fix to a cabinet door is huge to 
someone.  Washing the church windows seems 

minor to most but it is greatly needed. Most of 
our projects were known to only 1 or 2 peo-

ple.  There were hundreds of those projects. 

 This New Year we will complete the breakroom 

project. 

Continue to pray for our Pastor, his family, our 

church body and structure.   

Praise Be to God 

Properties Board 

Donald Votaw 

Wonder Window School Board 

December has been a very busy month for 
staff and our kids.  They had their Christ-

mas Spirit Week which consisted of Ugly 
Christmas Sweater, Grinch Day, Pajama 
Day and Christmas Hat Day.  They were 

able to have their Christmas program in per-
son for the 3s / 4s, Pre K and School Age.   
Our parents really look forward to our Coffee 

Kiosk.  We are always looking for volunteers 
to help with the kiosk.  Please contact Joyce 

Toenjes if you are interested in helping. 
We would like to thank Ken Campbell’s 
Adult Bible Study class for the donation to 

our Outdoor Classroom Program.  There are 
always things that need to be done to keep 

our program current. 
Thank you to all our staff for their dedica-
tion to the students.  We appreciate all your 

hard work.  Also thank you to our church 
members for always supporting Wonder 
Window Mission. 

  
Jann Votaw 

LCoP Missionaries’ Info 

We as a congregation have supported the 

Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for 

many years and were glad to receive a visit 

from them in person earlier this year. We 

have also, as a congregation, been blessed 

by visits from other missionaries over the 

summer months. If you would like to pray 

for and learn more about them, and 

perhaps also support them through 

correspondence and/or finances, here is 

their information: 
 

Nathan & Shannon Campbell 

Christar International 

Church Planting in Central Asia 

support & contact info available at church 
 

Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz 

Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea 

Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg 

Support: www.LBT.org 

mailto:j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg
http://www.LBT.org
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Church Golfers!  
Come and join us! 

Do you like to golf?   

We golf every Friday morning!  

For information, please call or text 

Tim Hartnett at  661-319-8469. 


