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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE! 

Monday 
February 22nd 

 
 
 

The Prayer Line 

 
Zechariah: Your Kingdom Come!  

 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 17th and so 
does our emphasis on Wednesday nights on the book of 

Zechariah. The prophet’s chief concern is God’s kingdom. 
Throughout all fourteen chapters, Zechariah joyfully an-

nounces that God’s kingdom is coming through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.   
 

That news was needed by God’s people Judah in Zechariah’s 

day (520 BC). They had been conquered and exiled to Baby-
lon and were only just starting to return to Jerusalem. But 
they were in despair, thinking that God had left them for 

good. Yet God’s Word through Zechariah was up to the chal-

lenge of comforting these lonely and lost people. 
 

In this Old Testament book we see Jesus and His comfort for 
us so clearly! The book of Zechariah abounds with stunning 
portraits of our Savior. Jesus serves as the prophet’s Inter-

preting Messenger throughout the first six chapters. Zechari-
ah calls Jesus a “Sprout” (3:8; 6:12), “Servant” (3:8) and 

“Stone” (3:9). It is in his last six chapters, though, that the 
prophet describes Jesus in much more compelling ways. Je-
sus is righteous and humble (9:9). His blood of the covenant 

sets prisoners free (9:11). He is the church’s Cornerstone, 
Tent Peg and Battle Bow (10:4). Then, in a dramatic twist of 
fate, Christ is detested (11:8), sold for thirty pieces of silver 

(11:12), struck so his sheep scatter (13:7) and finally pierced 
and killed (12:10). In the end, however, God’s kingdom 

comes—finally and permanently, in pristine beauty (14:9, 16, 
17).  
 

This Lent, no matter how lost or lonely you have been, re-
joice, for God’s kingdom comes to you—through Jesus our 

Lord!  

                                                                      —Pastor Toenjes 

mailto:office@lcop.org
http://www.lcop.org
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God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. 

If you don’t see your name, please call the office to 

make corrections or additions. We want to include eve-
ryone!   

    ♥February ANNIVERSARIES♥  

Tim & Diana Danforth        

Brian & Marilyn Henderson             

Chuck & Tammy Poynor        

Chuck & Betty Jordin        

Craig & Nancy Perkins        

Michael & Sharon Jacobsen       

                     *February BIRTHDAYS*  

 
Ava Andrews   

Kristopher Kuster   

Chuck Jordin   

Kate Zimmermann   

Diana Danforth   

Laurie Hillis   

Frank Hedge   

Hildegard Siener  

Frank Crookes   

Bonnie Grisso   

 

 

We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second  

Sunday of every month. If you would like to help  

with refreshments for those who are celebrating,  

bring your treat to church that morning.  

  LCoP Prayer Chain 

When you have any prayer concerns, please let 
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting 
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
  

Online Calendar! 

Did you know that our event calendar is online 
so you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the 
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on 
resources under the church name. This will also 
be updated during the month as events change 
or are added! To update, please email 
info@lcop.org. 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter 
and event reminders delivered to your inbox? 
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.  
 

   Thrivent—Action Teams 

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you to 
bring people together to make a positive 

change in your community. 
For more information on becoming a  

Thrivent member, contact  
John Heideman at 661-321-3443 

Cards, calls and prayers are much           

appreciated by our Military and                

Homebound members: 

                             

 Zachary Arnold                           

Matthew Kraley 

         Diana Danforth 

              Carol Kritch 

Alice Schnakenberg 

mailto:chuck.jordin@yahoo.com
http://www.lcop.org
mailto:info@lcop.org
mailto:info@lcop.org
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Martin Rinkart was a Lutheran pastor when plague hit during the Thirty Years' War that was 

going on in northern Europe in 1637.  So many other pastors either died or fled that he was 
left alone to perform all of the funerals. At the height of the devastation, he held burial ser-

vices for 40 to 50 people a day, among them his own wife.  Under those circumstances he 

wrote the hymn  

"Nun Danket Alle Gott" (Now Thank We All Our God).  It's amazing that Martin Rinkart's 

trust in God was so rock solid that he could write this hymn during such a plague.  I ask you 

to look it up and consider that as all things do, the Coronavirus too will eventually pass.  
 

I have found comfort and protection with the Lord as He has spoken to me through His word, 

particularly in Psalm 91. 

      "I will say of the Lord He is my refuge and my fortress; my God, in Him I will Trust" 

     "Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the perilous pesti-

lence" 
 

Compare that with the hymn's 2nd verse: 

       "Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us.  

      With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us. 

      And keep us in His grace, and guide us when perplexed. 

      And free us through all ills, in this world and the next!" 
 

Don't be perplexed, know that we may trust in God the same way that Martin Rinkart did in 

far worse circumstances.  

Why we lament 
 

In 2020, the coronavirus pandemic struck America during the middle of Lent, a season asso-

ciated with deprivation. Some people made light of the shutdowns, joking, “I didn’t mean to 

give up this much for Lent!” Others asked why the suffering was occurring in the first place. 

Professor N.T. Wright, in an essay for Time, explains that asking “why?” but receiving no an-

swer is key to biblical lamenting. Adding to the mystery, he says, is that God also laments — 
grieving at the wickedness of humans, despairing over Israel’s unfaithfulness. Jesus cries at a 

friend’s tomb; the Holy Spirit groans in anguish. 

“Part of the Christian vocation,” Wright concludes, is not being able to explain why but la-
menting instead. “As the Spirit laments within us,” he says, “so we become, even in our self-
isolation, small shrines where the presence and healing love of God can dwell. And out of that 

there can emerge new possibilities … new hope.” 
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 Wonder Window School Board 

The 8th ANNUAL LCoP GOLF TOURNAMENT 

has been cancelled! 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars Make a Difference 

Are you eligible for Thrivent Choice Dollars? If 

so, we invite you to designate 
Lutheran Church of Prayer or 

Wonder Window Children’s Cen-
ter as the recipient of your 
Choice Dollars this year! With 

your Choice Dollars, you can 
invest in students and leaders 

who will serve God’s people in communities like 

ours. 

Thank you to all who have already designated 

their Choice Dollars LCoP (for Mission Scholar-
ship) or Wonder Window (Booster Fund) in 

2020! support makes a difference!  

 Here’s how it works 

Thrivent Choice lets eligible benefit members 

recommend where Thrivent Financial distrib-
utes some of the organization’s charitable 
funds. If you have Choice Dollars available to 

direct, you can help us receive additional 

funds.  

Directing your Choice Dollars is easy. You can 

do this online at http://www.thrivent.com/
choicedollars or by calling 800-THRIVENT (800-

847-4836) and saying, “Thrivent Choice.” The 
deadline for designating 2020 funds is March 

31, 2021. 

Greetings to all from Wonder Window 

School Board. The month of February 

is just full of important dates on many  

levels. Check out your calendar, you 

will be amazed. 

Our school enrolled new children in 

January and is expecting new students 

with February enrollment.  

Alina is doing great in her new position 

in the 2's and for now still helping in the 

school age. Thank you, Alina, for  

maintaining this dual role.  

All the staff at Wonder Window continues 

to step up to any challenge to keep the 

school functioning at a high level. 

The kids joyously planted a garden in 

the back yard using some of the Outdoor 

Classroom funds. If you have time, check 

it out! 

Please continue your prayers for Mrs. 

Vanessa and her family as they 

navigate the medical/surgical needs 

of son Peter following his devastating 

car accident. 

http://www.thrivent.com/choicedollars
http://www.thrivent.com/choicedollars
http://www.thrivent.com/choicedollars
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Properties Board 

        Next meeting for properties will be Mon-

day, February 15th at 6:30 pm and our next 

work day will be Saturday, February 20th at 8 

am.  

It’s happened!  We really started the actual 

work on the breakroom.  Thanks to Roy and all 

he did to get the permits taken care of.   We re-

moved the walls around the washer in the 

kitchen and cut out some of the stucco on the 

outside for the concrete to be poured and where 

the new door will go.  Be sure to ask to help 

with this and all projects we have going.  

We talked about taking leaves off the church 

roof, concrete that will be poured real soon, 

rake blue chips.  

We talked about the guy who walked into the 

office building and was refusing to leave.  Lynn 

had a great idea to have “PANIC BUTTONS” in-

stalled.  So they are looking into that. 

Continued Prayers for the Church and our 

country. 

Properties Board 

Donald Votaw  

Next Work Day 
Saturday  

February 20th 

LCoP Missionaries’ Info 

We as a congregation have supported the 

Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for 

many years and were glad to receive a visit 

from them in person earlier this year. We 

have also, as a congregation, been blessed 

by visits from other missionaries over the 

summer months. If you would like to pray 

for and learn more about them, and 

perhaps also support them through 

correspondence and/or finances, here is 

their information: 

 

Nathan & Shannon Campbell 

Christar International 

Church Planting in Central Asia 

support & contact info available at church 

 

Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz 

Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea 

Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg 

Support: www.LBT.org 

 

Nathan & Beth Toenjes 

Mission of Christ Network 

Serving English congregations in Asia 

Contact: 

nathan.toenjes@missionofchrist.org 

Support: www.missionofchrist.org/service/

toenjes 

Rev. Walter & Robyn Steele 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Theological Educator in Kenya 

Support: www.lcms.org/steele 

 
 

mailto:j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg
http://www.LBT.org
mailto:nathan.toenjes@missionofchrist.org
http://www.missionofchrist.org/service/toenjes
http://www.missionofchrist.org/service/toenjes
http://www.lcms.org/steele
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Church Golfers!  
Come and join us! 

Do you like to golf?   

We golf every Friday morning!  

For information, please call or text 

Tim Hartnett at  661-319-8469. 


