
Devotions for the Week of the Last Sunday of the Church year – the Festival of Christ the King 

 

Monday of Christ the King – Prayer of the Week 

Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of the living and the dead. 

Enable us to wait for the day of His return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your 

own from the foundation of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

There is an old joke about an athletic director calling the football coach into his office for a post-

season talk. The season had not gone well. They had lost most of their games. When the athletic 

director asked the coach why the season had been so dismal, the coach was taken aback. “But 

we only used two of our time-outs in the whole season. It was a great success!”  

Clearly the criteria for success were not mutually shared. The athletic director, players, and fans 

were not concerned at all whether the time-outs had been conserved. After the game, the time-

outs are worthless anyway. They should be spent in a strategy to win the games.  

The story is a farce, but when we apply it to this prayer, it might become much less farcical. We 

pray that God would enable us to keep our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for God from the 

very beginning of time. To take our eyes off that kingdom is akin to what the coach in the story 

above has done. He lost sight of the real of goal – winning football games. Notice that it is God’s 

kingdom and not our kingdom. We are citizens and He is the King. It is His kingdom, and we 

belong to it.  

That kingdom breaks into this old benighted world in many ways. Every Sunday, when a pastor 

stands before his parish and says, “…as a called and ordained servant of the Word, I forgive…” 

that is a kingdom moment, when Jesus’ kingdom is present. In fact, any time a Christian forgives 

another human being in the name of Christ, that kingdom comes. When Christians believe that 

they are in God’s hands, protected by Him, fed by Him, sustained by Him, and therefore open 

their hearts, lives, and treasures to feed the poor, care for the afflicted, and love the unlovable, 

God’s kingdom comes in that love. When any plan of the devil is thwarted and when people 

praise God as a result, the kingdom comes. Keep looking at these things. This is the kingdom 

which God has prepared for Himself since the foundation of the world. Having your eyes focused 

on the other things will one day be as silly as the coach who saved all his time-outs.  

 

Tuesday of Christ the King – Ezekiel 34:11-24   

11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them 

out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so 

will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered 



on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather 

them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the 

mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed 

them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There 

they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of 

Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, 

declares the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up 

the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed 

them in justice. 

17 “As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, 

between rams and male goats. 18 Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you 

must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you 

must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? 19 And must my sheep eat what you have 

trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet? 

20 “Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat 

sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak 

with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22 I will rescue my flock; they shall no 

longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep. 23 And I will set up over them one 

shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 
24 And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am 

the LORD; I have spoken. 

“If you want a job done right, you have to do it yourself!” The woman who said was named 

Dorothy. She was the boss, and she was not happy with her workers. Dorothy was an amazing 

person. She passed the bar exam at the age of 21 when there were hardly any female attorneys. 

She went on to a career in the foreign service in the 1930’s, primarily in France. She was fluent 

and capable. 

After the war she married and used her extensive contacts in France to purchase antique 

furniture at fire-sale prices and sell it at exorbitant prices in Frontenac, Missouri, in a rambling 

multi-story store which was across from the posh shopping center. She hired seminarians 

because she thought she could trust us with expensive things. But we were not always so good 

at knowing just how Dorothy wanted things done. When her workers would mistakenly grab the 

wrong piece of furniture to put out on display she would be furious, and would point at the piece 

which was obvious to anyone with half a brain as the one she meant. In truth, few people who 

had grown up on the farm would be able to discern the differences in French furniture of the 

17th century. It all rather looked the same. It did not look the same to her.  

God says that He will search for His lost sheep Himself. He knows exactly what they look like. He 

has memorized their fingerprints and the color of their eyes. He has numbered the hairs of their 

heads. We do not look the same to God.  



In the days of Ezekiel, God was angry with the shepherds whom He had appointed over the 

flock, the priests, the kings, and even prophets. Ezekiel must have felt this keenly. He was of the 

high priestly family himself. These words of judgment were meant for him. As one who exercises 

the pastoral office, this passage has always been a concern for me, but also a message of hope. 

This does not all rest on me. The shepherd will do it Himself and is doing it Himself.  God knows 

my limitations and graciously allows me a place in His kingdom despite those failings. He 

appoints Jesus, the Son of David and His own Son, to this task. When He raised Jesus from the 

dead, it was for this purpose. Jesus rose so He could keep his loving, shepherding eye on you. He 

does it Himself.  

 

Wednesday of Christ the King – Psalm 95:1-7 

1 Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 

    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

    let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
3 For the LORD is a great God, 

    and a great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

    the heights of the mountains are his also. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, 

    and his hands formed the dry land. 

6 Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 

    let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 
7 For he is our God, 

    and we are the people of his pasture, 

    and the sheep of his hand. 

If you grew up singing the order of Matins on Sunday mornings, you might be familiar with 

these words. This psalm has long been sung as a canticle called the Venite. It has served to 

begin the psalmody for most monastic communities for well over 1000 years. Every morning the 

monks, friars, or nuns gather, and they begin with this psalm. These words have worked their 

way deeply into the hearts of minds of God’s people. Martin Luther as a monk sang them every 

day.  

I am reminded today of Margaret of Costello, an Italian Dominican who was born in Perugia, 

Italy in 1287. She was born with several severe physical problems to noble parents who 

despaired of caring for her and abandoned her at church. The poor of the church took her in and 

cared for her. Eventually the Dominicans brought her into their community. These monastic 



communities were often the way a woman, and especially a disabled woman, could receive an 

education. She went on to be a schoolteacher for poor children.  

As a member of the Dominican community she would have sung these words every morning. 

Margaret had a profound limp; one leg was shorter than the other. She came into His presence 

with a halting step, but she came in praising God. She made a joyful noise with songs of praise. 

Suffering from dwarfism, Margaret probably could hardly see over the stand on which her 

breviary would have been placed. But she was somewhere between the depths of the sea and 

the heights of the mountains, so she was in His hand. I do not know if Margaret’s physical 

limitations allowed her to kneel before the Lord, but she was counted among the people of His 

pasture and the sheep of His hand.  

As I write these words the pandemic has resurged in many places around the world including 

here. We are not really in control of these events. We are subject to forces which render us 

vulnerable, weak, and often unable to do what we would like to do. Margaret lived with those 

feelings and that reality every day of her life. She found comfort in these words. Let them work 

their comforting way into your heart. Repeat them to yourself. Sing with that very long line of 

people, both those living now and those who gather now in perfect bliss around that throne. You 

are a person of His pasture, a sheep of His fold.  

Thursday of Christ the King – I Corinthians 15:20-28 

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in 

Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the 

firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he 

delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and 

power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be 

destroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, 

“all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection 

under him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to 

him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 

Have you ever read through the whole Bible? I know lots of people who have made the attempt. 

Not all of them succeed. Do not feel too badly if you are one of them. Genesis and Exodus have 

some great stories, but Leviticus can read a little like the tax code or your computer owner’s 

manual. Rituals for making sacrifices do not have much plot. If you slog through Leviticus, you 

will eventually come to the psalms and the prophets. Here another problem surfaces. The 

psalmist and prophets often ask God to destroy their enemies. In a time when many of us have 

been thoroughly schooled in the evils of colonialism, imperialism, nationalism, and the various 

other “isms” which describe the many ways humans have been cruel to other humans, it might 



seem like God should take the “destroy your enemies” parts out of the Bible. After all, is not God 

about forgiveness and love?  

But that is to read our desires and experiences onto God and not to let God’s word speak to our 

experiences and shape our lives. God has enemies and He does destroy them. That is a good 

thing. The last day is a glorious revelation of Christ and it will be violent. Indeed, that Lord Jesus 

appears with heavenly armies to rescue His people. Christ will put every rule, every kingdom, 

and every power under His feet and deliver them over to His Father. Those powers and 

authorities, long enthralled to our evil foe, will not go willingly. Paul tells us here that this will 

involve all God’s foes, even death itself. Its foul doors will have to be wrenched open to release 

its prisoners.  

Michael is the archangel in command of God’s armies, according to Revelation 12. He is usually 

depicted holding a spear and wearing armor. Yes, God has a real army which will win the day. I 

want to be very clear here, I am not condoning human cruelty and violence perpetrated against 

fellow humans. But I am also unable, as a reader of my Bible, to reject all violence. In His second 

coming Christ will not be timid, meek, and a victim. He will be victor who destroys His foes.  I join 

the psalmist and Paul in longing for the day when God will exercise righteous power and crush 

His foes. I praise God that in Christ I am His child and the object of His concern.  

 

Friday of Christ the King – Matthew 25:31-46 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 

glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one 

from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on 

his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 

who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited 

me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, 

when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see 

you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in 

prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one 

of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 

not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, saying, 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 

not minister to you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do 



it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Daniel had made a movie. It was not an easy thing to do in his home country of Eritrea, doubly 

so because it was critical of the regime. His film was seen internationally, and he won an award 

at a film festival in Houston. He had an invitation to come, but would his government allow him 

to leave; would the U. S. Embassy be reopened in time for him to apply for a visa? Through what 

he described as a miraculous series of events, the embassy reopened for a day and he was 

granted the visa. He was able to secure the ticket. He arrived in America. His phone rang. 

“Daniel, don’t come home. You will be arrested. They are looking for you.” whispered his friend.  

Granted asylum, now he had to get his wife and daughter out. After years of trying, they were 

smuggled out of the country and got on a plane. He was whole and free at last. Did you know 

that there is a Lutheran high school in the capital of Eretria? It has been for many years the best 

school to get an education. Daniel came from the sizeable Lutheran community in the capital 

where the school is located, and he attended that school. The dictator who sought his life is also 

an alumnus.  

Jesus speaks these words through Matthew to a persecuted community of people. Some of 

them, like Daniel and his family, had fled in difficult days. When you flee for your life you feel 

small and you want to be unnoticed. Daniel’s wife and young daughter slipped over the border, 

praying not to be seen. Like Daniel, they had been helped by friends and strangers. Jesus’ point 

is clear. When someone helps you, be it friend or stranger, Jesus sees that. The cup of cold water 

given to the least of His brothers is given to Him. Fleeing across the hot deserts of eastern Africa, 

that cup of cool water can mean everything.  

When it comes time to judge the world, and that time comes, Jesus tells us that the world will be 

judged on how it treated you. That is how important you are to Him. Sometimes the world 

makes you feel small and sometimes you want to feel small and unnoticed. But you are never 

small nor beneath His notice. The King has His loving eyes on you, always. There is much to fear 

about the ending of this world. But you need never fear this King who is revealed on that day. 

His judgment, both His mercy and His wrath are always on your behalf.  


