
Devotions for the week of the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, June 28 

 

Monday of Pentecost 4 – Prayer for the Week 

Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may gladly hear Your Word 

proclaimed among us and follow its directing; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

There is an African legend of Jesus telling his disciples to pick up a stone and carry it. Peter picks 

up a palm sized stone and carries all morning as the Lord had asked. When they stopped at 

noon, Jesus told them all to look at the stone; it had turned into a loaf of bread. After lunch, 

again Jesus tells them to pick up a stone. Peter, still a little hungry from what amounted to a 

dinner-roll lunch, picks up a much larger stone and struggles under its heft all afternoon. 

Toward evening they came to the Sea of Galilee. Jesus asks them to throw the stone into the 

lake. Peter splutters and fumes: “Why should I have carried such a large stone all day?”  

Jesus asks him, “Peter, for whom did you carry the stone?” This legend is not a biblical story, but 

it teaches a biblical truth. So often we serve ourselves in the name of Jesus. In this little 

imagined story Peter is carrying that larger stone because he anticipates a commensurate 

reward. The prayer for this week asks that God’s Holy Spirit work in us so that we gladly hear 

God’s Word and do it. That is the essence of discipleship. It is the world which tells us to count 

the cost or anticipate the reward or strategize success. Sit at the feet of Jesus and listen. What 

does he tell you to do? Do that.  

 

Tuesday of Pentecost 4 – Jeremiah 28:1-9 

1 In that same year, at the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fifth month of 

the fourth year, Hananiah the son of Azzur, the prophet from Gibeon, spoke to me in the house 

of the LORD, in the presence of the priests and all the people, saying, 2 “Thus says the LORD of 

hosts, the God of Israel: I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. 3 Within two years I will 

bring back to this place all the vessels of the LORD's house, which Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon took away from this place and carried to Babylon. 4 I will also bring back to this place 

Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and all the exiles from Judah who went to 

Babylon, declares the LORD, for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.” 

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence of the priests and all 

the people who were standing in the house of the LORD, 6 and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! 

May the LORD do so; may the LORD make the words that you have prophesied come true, and 

bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 
7 Yet hear now this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8 The 

prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence 

against many countries and great kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the 



word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the 

prophet.” 

The picture you see here hardly seems appropriate 

to a devotional. It was painted in 1851 by a British 

artist named William Holman Hunt and is entitled 

“The Hireling Shepherd.” The painting scandalized 

London at the time and caused quite a stir. The 

artist himself finally weighed in on the debate. The 

shepherd is neglecting his sheep who wander into a 

wheat field. The painting is made more ominous by 

the fact he is showing the young woman a death’s-

head hawkmoth. Hunt insisted that this was an 

illustration of clergy who engaged in pointless 

theological debates to the neglect of their people. 

Jeremiah encounters a false prophet in this reading. The prophet tells the people what they 

want to hear. He says the exile will soon be over, the people now in Babylon will come home, the 

holy items from the temple will be returned. It is the opposite of what Jeremiah has been saying. 

No one wanted to hear Jeremiah’s message, they would all rather have heard the more cheerful 

news which Hananiah had to share. Today, over 2500 years later, things have not changed that 

much. There are many who will tell us what we want to hear and lead us to comfort but finally 

to death. God’s faithful people listen to all which he says, even when what God says makes them 

uncomfortable about their sins, their values, and their success. Indeed, as Jeremiah intimates, 

God’s Word usually makes people very uncomfortable.  

It can be difficult to hear that God’s idea of the perfect Christian life does not necessarily 

conform to the comfortable, middle-class, American lives so many of us lead. The COVID 

pandemic, the ensuing economic turmoil, the recent racial unrest have given us occasion to 

expose and re-examine many of the things which we likely never thought about before. We just 

assumed that is the way things are. Now we find ourselves asking if these things are necessary. 

Do we need them? Do they have to be this way? Listen to what God says. Be prepared to be 

uncomfortable. God forgives sins; He does not excuse them. 

 

Wednesday of Pentecost 4 – Psalm 119:153-160 

153 Look on my affliction and deliver me, 

    for I do not forget your law. 
154 Plead my cause and redeem me; 

    give me life according to your promise! 
155 Salvation is far from the wicked, 

    for they do not seek your statutes. 



156 Great is your mercy, O LORD; 

    give me life according to your rules. 
157 Many are my persecutors and my adversaries, 

    but I do not swerve from your testimonies. 
158 I look at the faithless with disgust, 

    because they do not keep your commands. 
159 Consider how I love your precepts! 

    Give me life according to your steadfast love. 
160 The sum of your word is truth, 

    and every one of your righteous rules endures forever. 

Psalm 119 often makes me more than a little nervous. Just consider verse 153. Do I really want 

God to deliver me because I have remembered his Law? What if we did a survey of my browser 

search history or my spending habits. Would that reflect my devotion to God’s rules or my 

devotion to something else? Go a little further in the psalm and look at verse 159. Do I want God 

to consider how I love His precepts? Too often my life would reveal my love of myself and the 

desires of my broken humanity. Singing/praying this psalm should make us a little afraid. This 

fear is the beginning of wisdom, but it is not the end of wisdom.  

God’s word is always Law and Gospel. Read verse 154, 156, and the second half of verse 159. 

The psalmist begs God to give life according to His promise, from God’s mercy, and according to 

His steadfast love. The fear of the Lord begins our wisdom, but fear is not the end of Wisdom. It 

does not stop there. True wisdom, the faith which trusts in God, is carried by the Spirit to 

another spot, not rooted in fear, but of love. And when we love, something strange happens. 

The rules which made us afraid earlier become very different. We embrace them. The 10 

Commandments which once accused and terrified me now perfectly describe Jesus and the life 

he has given to me. Now I want to keep them.  

Our lives will always be lived in the grip of this tension. The tension will not be resolved until we 

enter that heavenly city upon our death. The fear which begins wisdom will, this side of the 

grave, always be leading us toward its end. Today you find yourself somewhere on that 

spectrum of fear and love, pulled in two directions. That is normal; that is the fallen and 

redeemed human condition. Psalm 119 is an acrostic psalm, the greatest of several acrostic 

psalms. The psalm is broken into sections, each containing 8 lines. Within each section every line 

begins with the same letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Every verse in this section begins with the 

Hebrew letter “Resh.” The psalm is the longest chapter in the whole bible, 176 verses! It rigidly, 

or better, joyfully follows this rule.  

 

 Thursday of Pentecost 4 – Romans 7:1-13 

Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law is 

binding on a person only as long as he lives? 2 For a married woman is bound by law to her 



husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage. 
3 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is 

alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not 

an adulteress. 

4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you 

may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit 

for God. 5 For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at 

work in our members to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we are released from the law, having died 

to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way 

of the written code. 

7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I 

would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not 

said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, 

produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies dead. 9 I was once alive 

apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. 10 The very 

commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. 11 For sin, seizing an opportunity 

through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12 So the law is holy, and the 

commandment is holy and righteous and good. 

13 Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in 

me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the 

commandment might become sinful beyond measure.  

A pastor friend tells the story … “When I arrived at the parish, I soon noticed an elderly woman 

who sat with her family every Sunday. She was a regular at the quilters group. I was surprised to 

learn that she was well into her 90’s. We celebrated her 100th birthday shortly before she died. 

It was one my great honors to get to know her and hear the stories of her amazing life. She 

grew on the plains of North Dakota. One bitterly cold day, while returning home, the axle broke 

on their horse-drawn wagon. She told her brother that she would walk to the nearby farmhouse 

while he nursed the broken piece of equipment home. Some time later the two boys who lived in 

that farmhouse were coming home and noticed a pair of legs sticking out from a snowbank near 

their driveway. She had not made it. They pulled her out, brought her home, and saved her life. 

What else could she do; she married one of them. Her husband got a job as a contractor for the 

military in Hawaii. They had promised him housing, but it was not ready when they arrived, so 

the young family rented a place in town. Finally, the little government-issue bungalow was 

ready, but she did not like it. They opted to stay in their rented apartment. Two weeks later the 

on-base house was flattened during the Pearl Harbor attack of 1941. The stories continued. Her 

husband was a bit of a character and she once had to bully the police chief into letting him out 

jail after he punched an officer over a parking ticket. There was a lot going on in that woman 

who tied the knots on the Lutheran World Relief blankets.” 



One day she asked a startling question. That young man who pulled her out of the snowbank 

and whom she married had died quite young. So, she had married the other brother who pulled 

her from the snowbank. Was that a right thing to do, she wondered. We read together the first 

verses of Romans 7. Paul is making another point, to be fair. But along the way he released her 

from her anxiety. And so, we all read another truth. The Law, the commands and consequences 

which govern and attend our lives, is always embedded in God’s saving will. The Law slays us so 

that God may make us fruitfully alive.  

 

Friday of Pentecost 4 – Matthew 10:34-42 

34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but 

a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, 

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be those of his 

own household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and 

whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take 

his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever 

loses his life for my sake will find it. 

40 “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 
41 The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and 

the one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous 

person's reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because 

he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward. 

This picture is an ancient baptismal font. We 

find similar fonts in excavated Christian 

churches throughout much of the ancient 

world. They were used a little differently than 

the usual font we find in a church today. A 

person was led into water up to about the 

knees, baptized, likely by someone pouring 

water over their head, and ascended out the 

other side. Before entering the font, a person 

divest himself or herself of all personal 

belongings, money, even clothing. Upon 

coming up from the waters of baptism, they were clothed in a new white robe. Their money and 

other possessions were returned to them but with words to the effect that these are now all 

gifts from God to be used for Him in His kingdom.  

Jesus speaks a difficult word for us today. We often would like to think that we can comfortably 

be Christians. We have even gotten into the comfort business as a church. Our retirement funds 



are frequently managed by entities like Thrivent or the Lutheran Foundation or Lutheran Church 

Extension Fund. We calculate our “needs” and estimate if we have saved enough.  

Please do not get me wrong. I am not opposed to wise and prudent financial planning. I do not 

think Jesus is opposed either. But Jesus’ words force us today to keep in mind his ownership of 

our very life and all we have. You do realize, do you not, that it all belongs to Jesus? We cannot 

truly claim ownership of anything this side of baptism. This includes your home, the money in 

the IRA, even your body and your family. He did not die to lay claim to an hour on Sunday and a 

percentage of your income. He died and rose for you. The past weeks and months have revealed 

how fragile our carefully constructed lives really are. People are tense and worried, and with 

good reasons. That anxiety probably lies at the root of some of the unrest we are witnessing.  

The final words of this passage speak to our fears and anxieties. Your whole life is in Jesus’ 

hands. If someone does something small, perhaps gives you a cup of cold water on a hot day, 

Jesus notices that. You may not be able to reward that person, but He will. He does not promise 

that He will make all the problems go away. He only promises that the One who has already 

walked through the dark and dangerous road will go with us, all the way to eternal life.  

 

 


