
 

Devotions for the 14th Week after Pentecost – September 7-11 

 

Monday of Pentecost 14 – Prayer of the Week 

O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration, 

that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish 

them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

(Our devotional pattern is a little different this week. The Gospel reading appointed for this 

week, Matthew 18:1-20, is very long and very rich. We will break that reading up and read a 

small portion of it in conjunction with the other appointed readings and prayers throughout the 

week.) 

 

When a friend of mine was moving up into the third grade, the three-room, small-town 

Nebraska, Lutheran school he attended welcomed a new teacher into its 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade 

classroom, Mr. Schaffer. A new graduate from Concordia College, Seward, he had a natural gift 

as an educator. He was a genuine blessing to my friend. He furthered his love of reading and 

learning. But most of all my friend knew that he cared about him. He was a bright, articulate, 

grown-up person who cared for his students. He must have been listening carefully to these 

words of Jesus:  

1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say to 

you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  

5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these 

little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened 

around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.  (Mt. 18:1-6) 

We pray in the prayer this week that God would inspire us to set our mind on the right thing and 

to accomplish it. When the disciples asked who was great (important) in the kingdom of heaven, 

Jesus set a small child in their midst. He spoke of just how important such children are to God. I 

think Mr. Schaffer must have read this verse. He got on the floor to read with his students. He 

roped the quilters in the congregation into the classroom to teach the kids to sew. He acquired a 

large appliance box, they painted it with bright colors, and it became the “computer.” (This was 

when computers were huge devices which filled a whole room.) You could sit in there and 

answer math questions as the computer until you got one wrong, then it was the other kid’s 

turn. The kids all wanted to be the computer and as a result furiously memorized their 



multiplication tables. He found a claw-footed bathtub and some carpet remnants to make a 

special reading spot in the corner of the room. He was willing to think like a child.  

Jesus begins this important passage with an admonition to humble service. The first thing God 

would have us keep in mind that we too are the needy ones in our relationship with God. We 

need His help; He has given it. That allows us to be the helpers of those around us. Who can you 

help today?  

 

Tuesday of Pentecost 14 – Ezekiel 33:7-9  

7 “So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a 

word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, O wicked 

one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that 

wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn 

the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his 

iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 

I once saw a woman take three steps back from the person she was talking to. Her conversation 

partner looked at her rather surprised. Why did she do that? “Well,” replied the woman, “in the 

Bible sometimes God struck people with lightning who said things like that.” That will get your 

attention.  

Jesus says:  

7 “Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to 

the one by whom the temptation comes! 8 And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it 

off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or 

two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 

throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into 

the hell of fire.  (Mt. 18:7-9) 

Sometimes I think we do not take sin seriously enough. We have learned to cope with its effects 

and have grown calloused to its presence in our lives. We will work harder to shed a few pounds 

than we are willing to work to shed a persistent sin. The word “sin” itself has almost left our 

vocabulary. About the only place you find the word “sin” outside of church is on the dessert 

menu where the triple chocolate torte might be “sinfully good.” Temptation also is rarely used 

outside of something as trivial as a plate of cookies or donuts. But sin and temptation are real, 

and they are problems.  

Jesus draws our attention to that. If your hand caused you to sin, you would cut it off if that 

meant going to eternal life, the same with a foot or an eye. But it is not your foot or hand or eye 

that causes you to sin. You cause you to sin. Now what will you do? You cannot cut off your 

heart and your mind, your very self.  



From the beginning God has given us a remedy for sin. He walked through the garden calling 

our rebellious first parents after they ate the forbidden fruit. He still calls sinners to repent and 

be forgiven in Christ. He does that through you. God wants to deal with the sin problem. He says 

that is important. That is why He established the church on earth. That is why He called you into 

its ranks through baptism. Your silence in the face of sin is not an option. Ezekiel was told that 

he would be responsible for the death of the unwarned man. He was not responsible for their 

repentance. But he was responsible for his own words. Is there someone in your life who needs 

to hear a call to repent? Do it.  

 

Wednesday of Pentecost 14 - Psalm 32:1-7 

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 

    whose sin is covered. 
2 Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, 

    and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 

    through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 

    my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah 

5 I acknowledged my sin to you, 

    and I did not cover my iniquity; 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 

    and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah 

6 Therefore let everyone who is godly 

    offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; 

surely in the rush of great waters, 

    they shall not reach him. 
7 You are a hiding place for me; 

    you preserve me from trouble; 

    you surround me with shouts of deliverance. Selah 

“I’m sorry, but…” he started.  

“No ‘buts!’” she said, eyes flashing. “You are sorry, or you are not sorry. The ‘buts’ are simply 

excuses for why you should not be sorry!” 

A moment of silence followed this statement. He gaped at her and she glowered.  

“Are you sorry?” she asked. 

“Yes,” he moaned.  

“No excuses? You should not have done it?” she persisted.  



“Yes, I mean no, I should not have done it.” He was in an uncomfortable and unfamiliar place.  

“Then, I forgive you,” she softly said, taking his hand. “I forgive you.”  

Forgiven! Sometimes, the psalms indicate when David wrote one of his psalms. This time, 

however, the psalm simply is said to be “of David.” He has just been forgiven. Was it after his 

adulterous and murderous affair with Bathsheba? Was it after his ill-conceived census? Or was 

it some other sin? We do not know, but David’s relief at being forgiven permeates the psalm. He 

remembers what it was like to be guilty. He remembers trying to keep that inside himself and 

how much it hurt. Confess your sin, he urges us. Seek the Lord while He may be found. His 

deliverance is sure, He surrounds us with shouts of deliverance. 

What is it like for God to forgive sins? Jesus gives us an insight in Matthew 18:10-14. 

10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels 

always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 12 What do you think? If a man has a hundred 

sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and 

go in search of the one that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over 

it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it is not the will of my Father who 

is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 

He rejoices over that once-lost, now-reclaimed lost sheep. There are no losers in forgiveness. 

Forgive someone today. Acknowledge the sin and acknowledge Christ’s death and resurrection 

for that sin and sinner. It will be a good day.  

 

Thursday of Pentecost 14 – Romans 13:1-10 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from 

God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities 

resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a 

terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then 

do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is God's servant for your good. But if 

you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an 

avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in subjection, 

not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of this you also 

pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is 

owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to 

whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the 

law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall 

not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 

fulfilling of the law. 



I know a friend who lives in Portland, Oregon. Contrary to what news reports have led people to 

think over the past few months, they are not all anarchists there. The riots you may have read 

about involve a small number of people, mostly in a few blocks downtown. In fact, the majority 

of fellow citizens there believe that government and other structures are a good idea. There are 

many things we could do better and much that is wrong in our world, but we will only make 

things worse if we get rid of all the institutions and structures which govern our lives. If you are 

a student of history you know that such experiments have never, to my knowledge, ended well.  

While we need government to guard and protect the space in which we live, it is also true that 

government cannot do some things. It cannot make my life good. I still need to work at 

constructing a wise and well-lived life. Rules will never make me righteous. The highway 

patrolman beside the road gets me to slow down, but at heart, I may still be a speeder who will 

accelerate as soon as I am out of his sight. More enforcement does mean better people. But it 

takes something which power cannot provide to make better people.  

Paul speaks of obeying the government in this passage. He was writing to folks who lived in the 

capital of the empire. The role of government was important for them. Paul asserts that one 

could be a good citizen and a good Christian. But at the end of this reading notice that Paul 

starts to speak of something else, something more important. There is no law which can 

command love, but love keeps all the laws. Why we keep the law is important.  

In Matthew 18, Jesus lays down the guidelines for how Christians handle disputes. They sound 

like laws and they are rules, but they are much more.  

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he 

listens to you, you have gained your brother. (Mt. 18:15)  

If we treat these simply as rules to be obeyed, then we have not heard what Jesus says. Love 

keeps the rules for other reasons than those which rules and rulers comprehend. Jesus is after a 

brother lost, a sheep who has strayed from the fold. He desires to be able to carry that one 

home rejoicing. That is the end or goal of these “rules.” In any society we will rub shoulders with 

those whom it is hard to love. You might find such people in your own home, down the street, or 

rioting downtown every night. How shall I love that person and thereby keep the law? Jesus 

speaks of the healing between two people Paul speaks of the society at large. In all of this, we 

love one another.  

 

 

Friday of Pentecost 14 – Matthew 18:1-20 

1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say to 



you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these 

little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened 

around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 

7 “Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to 

the one by whom the temptation comes! 8 And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it 

off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or 

two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 

throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into 

the hell of fire. 

10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels 

always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 12 What do you think? If a man has a hundred 

sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and 

go in search of the one that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over 

it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it is not the will of my Father who 

is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he 

listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others 

along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the 

church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you 

bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 

heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be 

done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there 

am I among them.” 

The two women who sat across from each other wore worried expressions on their faces. They 

had been church members for decades. The congregation had spent about ten years in an 

ongoing conflict which pitted pastors against people and factions within the congregation 

against each other. No one had won. Brief pastorates had not helped either. Finally, after many 

had left, a semblance of peace had returned.  

Now these two old hands were sitting there, worried. One of the chief protagonists in the 

conflict had indicated a desire to come back, having spent time in another congregation. The 

household was unhappy there and wanted to try it back here. For the last several years the 

congregation had known a respite from the conflict, but now they felt that peace threatened. 

They asked the new pastor what to do. The individuals involved were much older than the young 

pastor, fresh out of the seminary.  



A meeting was scheduled between the leaders of the factions, both of whom had left for a time 

and now were returning. At that meeting this Bible passage was shared with these two men. 

Jesus was present there that day. They spoke frankly but without rancor. Forgiveness was 

tearfully sought, and forgiveness was tearfully and lovingly given.  

If you have ever wondered why Jesus rose from the dead, it was to be living and present in 

moments like these. Old enemies can reconcile when Jesus is in the room. Do you have a difficult 

discussion looming on the horizon of your life? Many do. Our world has rather forgotten how to 

have productive and difficult discussions with people with whom we disagree. We shout and 

scream but little changes and few are moved to see or think differently. We might believe that 

things will never change. But remember, Jesus has risen from the dead so He can keep this 

promise to you. Where two or three gather in his name – He is there.  

 

 


