
Devotions for the Tenth Week after the Feast of Pentecost – August 10-14 

 

Monday of Pentecost 10 – Prayer of the Week 

Almighty and merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that we, being ready in both 

body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

You can always tell a good teacher. He or she delights in the accomplishments of students. The 

teacher is not satisfied with getting something done. If getting the task done was the real goal, 

the teacher could probably do whatever needs doing faster and better than the apprentice or 

the student. But the teacher is not so much try to get the task done. The teacher is interested in 

nurturing something in a student. It is a little like gardening. I could go out and buy the zucchini 

in the grocery store, but there is something about watching the seeds germinate grow, and 

eventually overwhelm me with produce that I never grow tired of. OK, sometimes I do get tired 

of Zucchini, but watching it grow remains a delight.  

We pray in this prayer that God would preserve us from harm and danger so we may cheerfully 

accomplish what he wants done. Have you ever thought about how strange that is? After all, 

God has all the power. There is nothing he could not do better and faster. But asks us to do 

some things. He has made us witnesses of his Son, Jesus. It is not out of some need he has for 

our service. So why does he ask? He asks for us and for our sake. I look at the blooms on flowers 

and vegetables, I watch the bees moving from blossom to blossom. A garden, in summer when 

the days are warm and long, is a cheerfully productive place which delights the gardener. A 

student who masters the skill or learns the formula and applies it properly is the delight of the 

teacher. The Christian cheerfully doing what God asks is a delight to his or her creator. Pray to 

be that cheerful doer of what God asks to be done. It is a very good thing to be.  

 

Tuesday of Pentecost 10 – Job 38:1-18   

1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: 

2 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
3 Dress for action like a man; 

    I will question you, and you make it known to me. 

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

    Tell me, if you have understanding. 
5 Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

    Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6 On what were its bases sunk, 

    or who laid its cornerstone, 
7 when the morning stars sang together 

    and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 



8 “Or who shut in the sea with doors 

    when it burst out from the womb, 
9 when I made clouds its garment 

    and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
10 and prescribed limits for it 

    and set bars and doors, 
11 and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

    and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 

12 “Have you commanded the morning since your days began, 

    and caused the dawn to know its place, 
13 that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, 

    and the wicked be shaken out of it? 
14 It is changed like clay under the seal, 

    and its features stand out like a garment. 
15 From the wicked their light is withheld, 

    and their uplifted arm is broken. 

16 “Have you entered into the springs of the sea, 

    or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
17 Have the gates of death been revealed to you, 

    or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 
18 Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? 

    Declare, if you know all this. 

They had two daughters, but you really needed to use the past tense there. Uncontrolled 

diabetes had claimed the elder a few years earlier. The second was a beloved teacher and lovely 

young woman. She had two children, a happy marriage. All was going so well. Until one evening 

her husband came home to find her lying on the floor. The ambulance came, the emergency 

room team tried their best. The worst happened. Their other daughter died, at almost the same 

age as the first.  

It made no sense. How could one family suffer such loss? Job felt that way too and he asked the 

questions that everyone who goes through such tragedies asks. How could this have happened? 

Finally, Job, who was a righteous man, thought that God was being unfair. Out of a whirlwind 

God spoke these words to His servant. Where were you when…? This chapter of Job is a great 

catalogue of what God did. Clearly Genesis 1 and 2 have left out a few things, but in this the 

Bible is unanimous: God made this world in all its beauty and splendor. It is His world and He 

gets to do with it as He sees fit.  

That can be hard to hear in these days of pandemic and it can be hard to bear. Our world has 

invested a great deal into telling us that we are the masters of our destiny. Technology and 

medicine and much more have allowed us to insulate ourselves from some reality. The pandemic 

has brought a brutal truth home to us. We are not so in control as we want to be. This is when 



the story of Job needs its context. Turn in your Bible to Psalm 121, it is not far away from this 

passage. The psalmist lifts his eyes to the hills. Where does his help come from? It comes from 

the Lord who watches over our coming and going from this day forth and forevermore. His 

watchful and loving eye does not slumber nor sleep. When the world reminds you that you are 

not in control and makes you feel small and helpless, we need those words of Psalm 121 which 

were likely first spoken to us in our baptism. The same Lord who powerfully created and 

exquisitely designed this whole universe has His loving eye on you.  

 

Wednesday of Pentecost 10 – Psalm 18:1-16  

1 I love you, O LORD, my strength. 
2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, 

    my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 

    my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
3 I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, 

    and I am saved from my enemies. 

4 The cords of death encompassed me; 

    the torrents of destruction assailed me; 
5 the cords of Sheol entangled me; 

    the snares of death confronted me. 

6 In my distress I called upon the LORD; 

    to my God I cried for help. 

From his temple he heard my voice, 

    and my cry to him reached his ears. 

7 Then the earth reeled and rocked; 

    the foundations also of the mountains trembled 

    and quaked, because he was angry. 
8 Smoke went up from his nostrils, 

    and devouring fire from his mouth; 

    glowing coals flamed forth from him. 
9 He bowed the heavens and came down; 

    thick darkness was under his feet. 
10 He rode on a cherub and flew; 

    he came swiftly on the wings of the wind. 
11 He made darkness his covering, his canopy around him, 

    thick clouds dark with water. 
12 Out of the brightness before him 

    hailstones and coals of fire broke through his clouds. 

13 The LORD also thundered in the heavens, 

    and the Most High uttered his voice, 



    hailstones and coals of fire. 
14 And he sent out his arrows and scattered them; 

    he flashed forth lightnings and routed them. 
15 Then the channels of the sea were seen, 

    and the foundations of the world were laid bare 

at your rebuke, O LORD, 

    at the blast of the breath of your nostrils. 

16 He sent from on high, he took me; 

    he drew me out of many waters. 

Do you want to impress all your friends? Tell them that you can read two chapters of the Bible 

at once. Have them turn to II Samuel 22 while you read aloud Psalm 18. They are almost word 

for word the same. Why is that important? Because it gives us a little insight into what this 

Psalm is talking about. II Samuel tells us:  

“And David spoke to the LORD the words of this song on the day when the LORD delivered 

him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul.”  II Samuel 22:1 

The psalm continues for some time after this reading ends. It has 50 verses. David had a lot to 

say on that day, but we end it right here at vs. 16 because we need to hear that today. God sent 

from on high and drew me out of many waters.  

For David his many waters included his king and father-in-law who was bent on killing him, a 

giant who threatened to feed his flesh to the birds of the air, a rebellious son who nearly did him 

in, and a host of enemies. Perhaps the darkest enemy David faced was his own passions as he 

entered an adulterous affair with Bathsheba and murdered her husband to cover it up. David 

was in danger of being overwhelmed by many waters.  

Do you feel like you are in such danger today? You might. This pandemic does not seem to be 

getting better. Social unrest is not quieting down in some spots. The economists are saying that 

this is going to be a problem for a lot of folks who will lose their financial security. Pray this 

psalm with David. There is a light at the end of this tunnel. God will come through with 

resurrection and new life. The waters will not win.   

 

Thursday of Pentecost 10 – Romans 10:5-17  

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the 

commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in 

your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will 

descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The 

word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 
9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, 

and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who 



believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 

for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone 

who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe 

in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 
15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet 

of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, 

“Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and 

hearing through the word of Christ. 

Are you able to go to church yet? Some parishes have been allowed to hold services, but they 

are very constrained. Some are only allowed to worship outside. For others there is a cap on 

attendance and everyone had to wear a mask. It feels strange, doesn’t it?  

Even within the constraints, there are some not present. Many have underlying health issues 

that keep them home nearly all the time. Others live in assisted living facilities that tightly 

constrain the contact their residents have with others. Even if your church can meet, you might 

not be able to attend. What a strange time we live in and, from reading and watching the news, 

it may not get back to normal for some time.  

Paul today brings us right down the very core of Christianity: Faith. But more specifically he asks 

how that faith comes. It is not an act of the will, as if you could clench your jaw and will yourself 

to faith. You cannot ascend to heaven or descend to the abyss. The Word, the faith creator, is in 

you, in your heart and in your mouth. He got there through regular things: hearing, touching, 

and tasting. Right now, in these days of COVID we are being asked to rely more on that sense of 

hearing. We might not be able to commune or worship together in person, but we can still hear. 

The blessings of technology mean Christ has circumvented this tool of Satan to isolate us and 

cut us off from the Word. The Gospel might be coming to us through a smart phone, computer, 

or radio.  

Log into your church service, Bible study, or other way you access church now. Listen to that 

preacher or teacher. Pay attention. Faith, that essential thing which we all need more than 

anything else, comes through hearing.  

Friday of Pentecost 10 – Matthew 14:22-33 

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while 

he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain 

by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat by this time was a 

long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth 

watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him 

walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But 

immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 



28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He 

said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But 

when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 
31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little 

faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in 

the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

I used to have a real rocket scientist in a previous congregation I served. He had patents in his 

name on hardware that blasted things into space. He was a very capable fellow. He was part of 

a team that built the tubes which were filled with fuel and which make up most of a rocket. He 

insisted that they were “just string and glue.” They were much more than that. He was also on 

our board of trustees at church. We always joked that when something broke in the school or at 

church we should be able to fix it. After all, it was not rocket science, and, even if it was, we had 

that covered!  

My friend was constrained, despite all his knowledge, by the rules which the universe presented 

to him. He acknowledged that God had written those rules and he had to abide by them. The 

materials with which he constructed his rocket bodies could only take so much stress. An object 

needed to achieve a certain speed to break free of Earth’s gravity. If it did not reach that speed, 

it would inexorably fall back to earth. He was able to do amazing things, but always within 

those rules.  

The disciples in the boat that night struggled against these same invariable forces of nature. 

Being fishermen, they knew the power of wind and waves. They had probably known men who 

had drown in this lake. They had comforted grieving widows and contributed to support their 

orphaned children. It is what men who make a living on the water do. This night, however, they 

encountered one who did not need to obey those rules. He could bend those rules, they realized, 

because he had written them. He walked out to them on the water. He even called Peter from 

the boat to walk with him. Peter did, though fear caused him to take his eyes off Jesus and he 

needed rescuing. Look again at what the disciples do when Peter and Jesus get back into the 

boat. For pious, even zealous Jewish men this is significant. They worship Jesus. They know that 

they may only worship One – the One who created the world, parted the Red Sea, put David on 

his throne, and sent the prophets. Jesus is that One. The world has largely rejected God because 

they often imagine the god whom they reject to be less than the forces which govern this 

universe. We reject such a god as well. Rather, we worship this God, this One who wrote the 

rules and sustains the cosmos.  

 

 


