
Devotions for the Second Week after the Epiphany – January 19 – 22 

 

Monday of Epiphany II – Prayer of the Day 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear 

the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

I know a man who is absolutely unflappable. Chaos can be erupting around him, but he is 

always calm, always has a smile, always has an encouraging word. Please do not get the idea 

that this fellow has achieved some sort of wise enlightenment. Sometimes the chaos erupting 

around him is decidedly of his own foolish making. At the same time, he manages to keep his 

feet grounded in some simple truths.  

We pray for peace in this prayer. There are lots of reasons for you to be anxious and troubled in 

this month of January. As you read this, the inauguration of the president is set to take place. As 

I write it, the dust is just settling from the mob who stormed the capitol building. There are 

already rumblings of some sort of violence at the inauguration. Oh, yes, there is still a pandemic 

going on, economic concerns, and social justice unrest. When the world feels like it is falling 

apart, anxiety might just be the realistic course of action!  

My friend has a full measure of Christ’s peace. He is sure that God does govern all things, even 

when that is hard to see, like it is hard to see right now. He also believes that God mercifully 

hears his prayers and the prayers of all believers. Because this is true, he has Christ’s peace. 

Even when he is the immediate cause of some of the turmoil and chaos around him, even then, 

when it really is his fault, he knows that Christ’s love for him is not based on his getting life right.  

You have so many things to be anxious about. Take a deep breath today. Remember that God is 

the Creator of this world and He loves this world, all of it, even the parts we think are 

irretrievably broken. He has made a solemn promise to you to hear your prayers with His 

gracious, loving, merciful attention. I cannot tell you how it will all turn out, but we know that 

He has you in mind. Together we will do our work, confident that He will make it work for His 

kingdom, even if we have erred. It is His kingdom. He will take care of it.  

 

Tuesday of Epiphany II – I Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the presence of Eli. And the word of the 

LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. 



2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 

down in his own place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in 

the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 

4 Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, 

for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 

6 And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, 

for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not 

yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 

8 And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here 

I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli 

said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant 

hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

10 And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 

“Speak, for your servant hears.” 11 Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a 

thing in Israel at which the two ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 12 On that day I will 

fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 And I 

declare to him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because 

his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to the house 

of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

15 Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. And Samuel 

was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he 

said, “Here I am.” 17 And Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May 

God do so to you and more also if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18 So 

Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. And he said, “It is the LORD. Let him do 

what seems good to him.” 

19 And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 
20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of the 

LORD. 

Sometimes the ancient world can feel terribly familiar. The simple fact of the matter is that sin 

and sinners have not changed that much in the 3000 years since the events of this passage took 

place. Eli, the high priest, was not fulfilling his vocation well. He had allowed his sons to take 

advantage of his position. They were enriching themselves and abusing women. Does that 

sound familiar? The children of presidents have recently been a scandal and may continue to be 

a scandal.  

Samuel was a miracle baby born to a woman who vowed to dedicate him to God if she were 

able to have a child. Aged Eli was given another chance with a child not his own. He does not 

fare well. It takes him three times to figure out that God is calling the boy. But perhaps he does 



not want Samuel to hear this word. God speaks judgment on Eli and his descendants. To his 

credit, Eli seems to realize that there is a problem and submits to God’s Word. Immediately this 

will mean Eli’s death and the death of his sons in the subsequent chapters. But God says, 

“forever” here. The house of Eli shows up at several junctures in the subsequent history of God’s 

people. Mad king Saul kills an entire village of Eli’s descendants in 1 Samuel 22. Solomon got so 

frustrated with them that he banished them to a little, desolate village called Anathoth (I Kings 

2). Jeremiah the weeping prophet was drawn the ranks of those descendants of Eli (Jer. 1:1).  

Does that make your ears tingle a little? God kept this dire promise. Eli’s descendants bore this 

curse for centuries. God has spoken an eternal condemnation against those who abuse their 

power and take advantage of the vulnerable. Jesus reiterates that sentiment in Mt. 18:6 and its 

parallels in Mark and Luke. God never said that such behavior was acceptable. Even king David 

was brought to repentance for his sin against Bathsheba and Uriah. God sometimes seems slow 

to act and we might have imagined that God will do nothing about it. I am sure that Hophni and 

Phineas, the sons of Eli, thought God would never act on those words. For those who are the 

victims of powerful abusers this passage has a message of hope. There is justice. If those whom 

God has appointed in human offices to bring about justice fail to do so, God will take up that 

cause Himself. But that will be in His way and His timing. But God’s justice is thorough and 

unerring. There is justice.  

Wednesday of Epiphany II – Psalm 139:1-10 

O LORD, you have searched me and known me! 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

    you discern my thoughts from afar. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down 

    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 

    behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. 
5 You hem me in, behind and before, 

    and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

    it is high; I cannot attain it. 

7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? 

    Or where shall I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 

    If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
9 If I take the wings of the morning 

    and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 

    and your right hand shall hold me. 

 



Elon Musk, the billionaire behind Tesla and SpaceX, is advising you to ditch “WhatsApp” and 

move to Signal. If you have missed that bit of news or have no idea what is going on with it, he 

is concerned about privacy. “WhatsApp” is a tool some folks use to communicate with each 

other which recently changed its policy on how it uses the information it gathers from its users. I 

am utterly unqualified to offer any informed advice on which application you should use. I find it 

interesting that this is almost entirely driven by concerns for privacy.  

This psalm might raise some privacy concerns too. Does the “God App” which runs on the 

operating system of your life have access to your data? The psalmist stands in awe of what God 

knows about him. God apparently knows him better than he does. Before he even has a 

thought, God knows it. God hems him in, behind and before. It is just too much for the psalmist. 

Is it too much for us too?  

I remember being on a youth retreat years ago and not being able to find one of the members of 

the group. We eventually located her, sitting alone behind a building, just sitting. She needed a 

break from the intensity of the group and the crowds. She sought a place to escape for a few 

moments by herself. The psalmist can find no such place. If he goes to the sky, God is there. If he 

jumps in a submarine and goes to the depths of the sea, God is there. He can go around the 

world and never be free of God’s presence.  

Does that make you uncomfortable? Perhaps it should. God has rather high standards for His 

people and we do not measure up to them. There is no sin which is hidden from Him. At the 

same time, most of us are not afraid of this and for good reason. Unlike technology companies, 

God is not profiting from our information. He has taken up this presence in our lives because He 

loves us that much. Have no fear, it is with the same love that impelled Jesus to cross that God 

comes into your life. He is there to forgive your sins and comfort you when afraid. He is there to 

heal and help. When you sin and feel the bite of guilt, He will not lie to you and say that all is 

fine when it is not fine. What is more, He will not reject you for what you have done. With arms 

thrown wide on a cross He embraces sinners just like you. No matter where this psalm found 

you today, His hand is leading you and His right hand is holding you. Rejoice in that.  

 

Thursday of Epiphany II – I Corinthians 6:12-20 

12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but 

I will not be dominated by anything. 13 “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 

food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual 

immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 And God raised the Lord and will also 

raise us up by his power. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I 

then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Or do you 

not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, 

“The two will become one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with 

him. 18 Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but 



the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a 

temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for 

you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

Laurie (not her real name) sat in my office. She did not cry. I do not think there were many tears 

left in her. Her eyes were empty. She stared at a point on the floor, somewhere between us. She 

began a long litany of what she had done. She had believed the message that she should explore 

her sexuality, including her attraction to other women. She should fully experience all that life 

could offer her. But she never stopped to see what it was doing to her until one day she found 

herself absolutely empty.  

Laurie came to talk to me several times. She had grown up Lutheran in a Midwest community 

which she had fled. I think this Lutheran pastor was something of an anchor point to a life which 

seemed very distant to her now. While I forgave her as she confessed, I do not know that I was 

able to help her. Did she, could she, believe what my words said? She stopped coming by after a 

while. She never told me why. I have not heard from her for years. I think of her when I see the 

same empty look in the faces of people living on the streets these days.  

The last few decades have seen a stunning reversal in the legal standards of acceptable 

behavior. When I entered ministry in 1992, gay marriage, marijuana, and much more were 

proscribed by the laws of the land. So much has changed so quickly. In the recent round of 

elections in some states certain uses of psychedelic mushrooms were made legitimate. This has 

made Paul’s assertion in this passage to the church in Corinth so much more applicable. Just 

because something is allowed, either by law or social custom, does not make it good to do.  

Discerning this requires wisdom. Paul gives us a wise place to start as we consider these things. 

God has united himself to us in the incarnation of Christ. That makes us, including our bodies, 

sacred. Jesus did not redeem just our soul, but He shed red, sticky blood and broke His physical 

body on a cross to redeem me, including my body. I am important to Him.  

There were very few things against the law in the ancient Roman world. Corinth was particularly 

known as a place where everything was for sale, including people and their bodies. Paul 

enjoined them and us to living in a wisdom rooted in God’s incarnate love for the whole person. 

What is good for you? If everything is permissible, then the question is what is good for you. 

What will you do? 

 

Friday of Epiphany II – John 1:43-51 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and 

said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus 

of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and 



said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, 

“How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under 

the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the 

King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do 

you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 

Man.” 

The math is simple. There are somewhat over two billion Christians in the world today, about a 

third of the population of the world. The actuaries tell us that over 36 million of those Christians 

will die this year. Christianity in real numbers of people around the world is not shrinking but 

growing. That means new Christians must be replacing those who are lost. If you divide 36 

million by the days of the year, you get about 100,000 per day.  

Today, some 100,000 people confessed Christ for the first-time in their lives. Tomorrow another 

100,000. Each month 3 million. That is simply to maintain the number of Christians in the world. 

The fact is that the real number of Christians is growing. There must be more than 100,000 

every day.  

In this delightful reading from John, we see Jesus calling people to follow Him. Having risen from 

the grave, this same Jesus is doing that today. I live in a part of the world which makes that hard 

to see. It feels like Christianity is in retreat in my neighborhood. Many of the parishes are 

struggling to maintain numbers. That is not just an LCMS phenomenon.  

I think sometimes we think that this is our church. We imagine that we are at fault for the 

problems of the day and we claim credit when things look good. The fact is Jesus is not calling us 

to success; He is calling us to faithful service. It is His church. He is the one to whom success 

must be credited. I cannot tell you what Jesus and His Spirit are up to in this day and time, but I 

can tell you that Jesus has called me to preach good news this Sunday in Church. What He does 

with that is up to Him.  

Jesus is still blessing today. Rejoice in that. In places all around the globe today people are being 

baptized and men and women are boldly confessing Christ. He is still gathering people to 

Himself. When He causes His Spirit to blow, that same will happen here. We can all look forward 

to that.  


