
Devotions for the Fifth Week of Easter:  May 3-7 

 

Monday of Easter V – Prayer of the Week 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You 

have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our 

hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

A friend tells the story of how he served his vicarage at First Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

and School in Las Vegas, NV. Yes, he was a vicar in Sin City. I think the Holy Spirit decided that 

this kid who had grown up in a parsonage in small farming communities in the Midwest, 

attended Concordia in Seward, NE, and had spent the last couple years in the virtual cloister of 

the Seminary needed to expand his horizons. He was right. It was a wild ride. His second day 

there his supervisor took him to the ministerial meeting at which each of the attendees were 

invited to share something that was happening at their church. The first person to stand up was a 

woman wearing a clerical collar. She said, “Well, at the Buddhist temple we...” He claims to not 

remember what she said next. His brain probably just shut down. He “was not in Kansas 

anymore.” The next thing he remembers was his supervisor, a wonderful pastor from Minnesota 

whom he respected greatly, laughing at the look of perplexed wonder that must have been 

written all over his face.  

A preacher in that context needs grounding and some support. His supervisor took him to a text 

study every week. It was populated with Lutherans and Episcopalians. They did not all agree all 

the time. In fact, there were a few people there he rarely agreed with at all. But they all were of 

one mind: they had come to listen to this text and what our Lord Jesus said to us there.   

This prayer asserts that Jesus has made His faithful people to be of one will. I think that we 

mistakenly imagine that means we all get along or agree all the time. It would be nice if we 

agreed and got along better than we do. Sometimes sin wreaks its worst work in the ranks of the 

faithful. But even the Christian whom I disagree with profoundly, whose theology or practice I 

find to be a great problem, remains someone whom Jesus loves and so I do to. We pray that we 

might love what Jesus commands us to love. He says, “Love one another.”  

We also pray to desire His promises, not our hearts’ wishes or the imaginations of our sinful 

flesh. We pray to desire what He has promised to us. If you need something to do or have a few 

minutes free. Do not pick up your phone or check your Facebook; rather, spend a few minutes 

just listing to yourself what Jesus has promised you. It is a good list. Desire those things.  

 

Tuesday of Easter V – Acts 8:26-40 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was an 

Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of 



all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, 

and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this 

chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And 

he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was 

reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 

    and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

    so he opens not his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

    Who can describe his generation? 

For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 

Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road they 

came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being 

baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, 

Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 

rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel 

to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Several years ago, a young man showed up in a classroom where I was teaching, asking if he 

could just sit in. His name was Daniel. He was from Eritrea, a country in eastern Africa. We 

became friends. He had fled the country, threatened by the regime of its dictator, and been 

granted asylum. Daniel was a film maker, an astute observer of people and images.  

I think of Daniel when I read this story, and others whom I have come to know from that part of 

the world. Daniel’s ancestors likely would have lived in the kingdom of Candace. This story is 

noteworthy for us because it describes the first truly 

cross-cultural mission of the Christian movement. Peter 

had preached to people from different places in Acts 2, 

but they were all Jews there for the festival. The Greek 

widows who complained of unequal distribution of food 

in Acts 6 were probably Hellenized Jews, not Greeks. 

Even the Samaritans of earlier in this eighth chapter of 

Acts were in truth cousins of the Jews. They despised 

each other, but that hatred was even more intense for 

their similarities. This story is the first story of the 

Gospel leaping across a culture. Before Paul starts preaching to the Gentiles, Philip spoke to the 

man from Ethiopia and baptized him.  



We have done a great disservice to the people of other cultures, imagining them to be backward 

and primitive. This man was a servant of a great queen. He was sophisticated and educated. At 

that time, my ancestors were probably part of a horde of barbarians riding out of the north and 

east of Europe, terrorizing people.  This man (Daniel) knew far more about films and metaphors 

than I did, and I had taken courses about those things. But even a technologically 

unsophisticated culture can surprise you with its complexity and sophistication. But no matter 

the level of cultural sophistication, color of skin, or any other factor that might distinguish us, 

there are some things that remain common to all cultures and people. They fear some of the 

same things, they get sick and die. They need this same Jesus who has come to die for their sins 

and rise again for their justification. Pray for a missionary today.  

 

Wednesday of Easter V – Psalm 150 

Praise the LORD! 

Praise God in his sanctuary; 

    praise him in his mighty heavens! 
2 Praise him for his mighty deeds; 

    praise him according to his excellent greatness! 

3 Praise him with trumpet sound; 

    praise him with lute and harp! 
4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; 

    praise him with strings and pipe! 
5 Praise him with sounding cymbals; 

    praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD! 

Did you greet one another at church last Sunday with an alleluia after “He is risen.”? Did you 

sing it at least once? That word, “Alleluia” or, as it is written in Hebrew, “Hallelujah,” is the 

theme of this psalm. Hallelujah means “praise the LORD!” Because it is here in this psalm, that 

phrase is also the concluding summary of the whole book of psalms. Ancient authors and editors 

often arranged their books with thoughtful intent and symmetry, putting the most important 

words in the last part of their book. This is the very last psalm. Knowing the psalmists’ penchant 

for symmetry, it should be read with the first psalm. In that first psalm we learn that the blessed 

man does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, stand with the sinners, or sit with the scoffers. 

He delights in the Torah (the Law, or Word) of God.  

You might see the rest of the psalter as the human and divine struggle to get us to be that kind of 

wise, but this final psalm tells us where we are headed, the final goal of that wisdom. The 

psalmist sees a whole world which is oriented toward God, breathing, singing, making all music 

in His praise.  God in His sanctuary, fills the heavens and occupies our entire horizon. We see 

His mighty deeds and excellent greatness.  



Chances are you are somewhere in between psalm 1 and 150 today, not quite in that spot which 

psalm 150 envisions. Are you struggling with the wicked words of others as David struggled in 

psalm 52? Are you afraid like David as he hid in the cave in psalm 57? Perhaps, it is your own 

sin which lays heavily on your head as it burdened David in psalm 51. Do you pass through a 

dark valley and, thus, do you lean on the care of your shepherd as in psalm 23? Perhaps you are 

marveling at the strange kingdom of God who has turned things upside down as in psalm 118? 

Today know where that shepherd leads and what lies on the other side of that wisdom which 

meditates on the Torah in this strange life we live. Psalm 150 gives us a little glimpse of a life 

which simply delights in the resurrected Jesus and has no other worries. God give you a taste of 

that today.  

 

Thursday of Easter V – I John 4:1-11 (12-21) 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for 

many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every 

spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that 

does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was 

coming and now is in the world already. 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome 

them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the world; 

therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever 

knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the 

Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 

and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this 

the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that 

we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and 

sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 

love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his 

love is perfected in us. 

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 
15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we 

have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides 

in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may 

have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is 

no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 

fears has not been perfected in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I 

love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 

seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from him: 

whoever loves God must also love his brother. 



Howard had faced death before. He had taken his oath of service in the US Army on Dec. 1, 

1941, just days before the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. He stormed beaches in North 

Africa, Italy, and Normandy. When the war finally ended, his entire unit voted him to be the first 

man discharged because he had seen the entire European theater of war.  

Now he was battling another foe, and it was winning this time. What had seemed like a cold 

caught at the funeral of a friend had turned into something worse. He was not improving. The 

doctor said he was not going to make it. His family gathered around him. I was blessed to be 

asked to be there too. We prayed. We sang the Nunc Dimittis together, the version from the old 

hymnal, the one Howard had grown up with. A little while later his labored breathing ceased. He 

had died. It was peaceful and he was at peace.  

John writes that we may have confidence on the day of judgment. We are like Christ, made more 

and more so by God’s love which dwells within us. God’s perfect love casts out our fear, for 

there is no fear in that love. Fear has to do with punishment and God’s perfect love casts that 

fear out. Howard was not afraid to die and face that judgment of his life. He had been forgiven 

of all his sins. Christ abided in him and had cast out that fear from him.  

John has so much to say in this fourth chapter of his little book. This truth in vss. 17-18 is 

enough for one day, for this moment. Christ has risen from the dead to cast out your fear. Your 

past cannot condemn you. Your present is not all there is to say about you. Jesus, risen from the 

dead, has risen to forgive you and lead you to your own resurrection and heaven’s joy.  

 

Friday of Easter V – John 15:1-8 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear 

fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in 

you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless 

you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 

is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me 

he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 

and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 

be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 

disciples. 

As I write this the many vineyards in our state have started their annual work of budding, 

growing and fruit-bearing. In a few weeks and months that bud and those leaves will be 

transformed in a long and rambling vine, laden with clusters of grapes which we will enjoy this 

fall.  

The land of Israel was a place they grew grapes too. Jesus must have had some experience with 

this. The viticulturalists (grape producers) whom I have met have told me that what he says 

remains accurate for the growing of grapes. They even use the same term as Jesus uses here, 

saying that a grape vine that has been pruned is “clean.”  



Jesus wants to make a very important point to us. Grape vines send their roots very deep, 

drawing on minerals and moisture which is not visible. Those nutrients are pushed out and into 

the long, fruitful branches which bud out of the ancient vines. So too, God brings to you the 

energy and purity which we cannot see, but which make your life blossom, grow, and bear its 

fruit. It is our enemy, who wants us to despair, who tells us that we must do all this, who would 

have us forget the connection we have with the author of life and hear these words as a burden 

laid upon us. It is not Jesus who lays a burden on us. Jesus connects us to life and supplies us 

with all that we need. Our fruitfulness is not our doing or burden. Our fruitfulness is His life 

flowing into us and bearing its fruit. Delight in that connection today and look forward to what 

He will be doing through you today, tomorrow, and the rest of your life.  

 


