
Devotions for the Week of Easter Six – May 10-14 

 

Monday of the Sixth Week of Easter – Prayer for the Week 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those 

things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

James the apostle said, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change” (James 1:17). That 

can sometimes be very difficult to see. We recognize and give thanks for the things from God that 

are obviously good, but what about the things that aren’t so obviously good? 

 This last year has given us plenty of time to recognize the good things God gives that we maybe 

hadn’t noticed—things we never realized as valuable until they were taken away. Perhaps you 

missed the chance to meet with people and talk over a cup of coffee, or the ability to kneel side 

by side and receiving the sacrament together. (We’ll be doing that again soon!) I look forward to 

being able to visit people freely in nursing homes and hospitals, but lacking that freedom have 

realized the value of phone calls and greeting cards.  

We could simply focus on what we have lost. But I do not think that is what God is calling us to 

think about. Right now, God is calling us think again of how to respond to His love by loving 

Him and loving one another—perhaps in some of the old familiar ways, perhaps in some new 

ones. He told his first disciples and us, some of His later disciples, to go and proclaim the Good 

News, the Gospel.  

How shall we accomplish that as our personal interactions increase? God give us guidance to 

think of this rightly. Help us to remember that the kingdom is not about what we want but about 

Jesus’ kingdom coming and Jesus’ will being done. Help us to be part of that now.   

 

Tuesday of the Sixth Week of Easter - Acts 10:34–48 

 34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 

him. 36As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ 

(he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from 

Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 

the devil, for God was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of 

the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him 

on the third day and made him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen 

by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42And he 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be 



judge of the living and the dead. 43To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the 

word. 45And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, 

because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were hearing 

them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47“Can anyone withhold water 

for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48And he 

commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for 

some days. 

 

When I was a seminary student, I had a chance to spend a spring break week with friends in 

Panama City Beach, Florida, in a beach-front cottage being offered for free to us by a local 

Lutheran church member. Normally a rental house, it was given to us as long as we spent a 

couple hours each morning canvasing the local neighborhoods for the church. Sounds like a 

great deal, right? Spring break week at the beach in exchange for door knocking for a Lutheran 

congregation—perfect! 

We joined the local folks for worship on Sunday and got our neighborhood assignments. We 

thought we’d be canvasing around the beach house, but soon realized our mornings would be 

spent in poorer neighborhoods further away from the coast. We would talk to whomever 

answered the door, inquire of their relationship with the Lord and their involvement in a local 

Christian church, and then proceed with the conversation depending on how they answered. 

We were usually quickly recognized as out-of-town guests, but welcomed. Maybe it was our 

accent? Or our pasty-white skin? Whatever the case, we shared a message of salvation through 

faith in Christ, an invitation to church, and information about the local Lutheran school. It was a 

great week! 

Peter realized that God’s grace was not just for Jews but for Gentiles as well. It was a 

controversial realization, but the Holy Spirit clearly led him and others to realize that God does 

not show partiality with respect to skin color, language, or ethnic background. Indeed, heaven 

will be a celebration of God’s salvation through Christ’s name for people of every background. 

God bless us to celebrate His gifts to us and to all! 

Wednesday of the Sixth Week of Easter - Psalm 66 

1 Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 
2     sing the glory of his name; 

    give to him glorious praise! 
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 

    So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you. 
4 All the earth worships you 

    and sings praises to you; 

    they sing praises to your name.” Selah 



5 Come and see what God has done: 

    he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man. 
6 He turned the sea into dry land; 

    they passed through the river on foot. 

There did we rejoice in him, 
7     who rules by his might forever, 

whose eyes keep watch on the nations— 

    let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah 

8 Bless our God, O peoples; 

    let the sound of his praise be heard, 
9 who has kept our soul among the living 

    and has not let our feet slip. 
10 For you, O God, have tested us; 

    you have tried us as silver is tried. 
11 You brought us into the net; 

    you laid a crushing burden on our backs; 
12 you let men ride over our heads; 

    we went through fire and through water; 

yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance. 

13 I will come into your house with burnt offerings; 

    I will perform my vows to you, 
14 that which my lips uttered 

    and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 
15 I will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals, 

    with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams; 

I will make an offering of bulls and goats. Selah 

16 Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

    and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 
17 I cried to him with my mouth, 

    and high praise was on my tongue. 
18 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, 

    the Lord would not have listened. 
19 But truly God has listened; 

    he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

20 Blessed be God, 

    because he has not rejected my prayer 

    or removed his steadfast love from me! 

I have always enjoyed turning to the Psalms in both good times and bad. We live in an age of 

information and speed and these days have forced many of us to slow down a little. If you are 



one of the many who are gifted with some extra time on your hands, consider this bit of ancient 

poetry. It is not meant to be read quickly, but deeply and slowly. The psalmist invites you and the 

rest of the creation to join him in praising God. He remembers the Exodus and the stories of the 

judges when God “let men to ride over our heads.” God has tried them in a forge. But God has 

brought them back to abundance.  

Starting at vs 13, the psalmist reveals a little of himself. He will fulfill the vows he spoke when he 

was in trouble. He will make good on that promise to bring an offering. It sounds as though it 

has not been a straight line to blessing and vow fulfillment for the psalmist. There have been a 

few detours along the way. Were they detours of more affliction or prosperity I wonder? What 

kept him from fulfilling those vows in the past? What keeps you from keeping the repentant vows 

you have made?  

“Come and hear,” calls the psalmist to us. Hear what God has done to rescue his soul and how 

God has answered his prayers. After you read and ponder this psalm, reflect on how God has 

rescued you. Have you been in a day of trouble and found relief? Have you grieved and found 

comfort? Have you suffered and been given strength? Be ready to tell that story.  

 

Thursday of the Sixth Week of Easter - 1 John 5:1–8 

 1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 

loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we love the children 

of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we 

keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4For everyone who has 

been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our 

faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 

God? 

 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the 

water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For 

there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 

 

“It’s not that hard—sure, you have to work, but it’s easy once you get the hang of it!” Thus 

began my first job as a hired hand at a neighboring farm’s hog confinement lot. He was 

describing the work of taking care of newborn pigs: checking for illness/injury, giving iron shots, 

cutting off tails (to avoid infection from bites), and removing eye teeth (not sure why we did 

that). Looking back on the experience, I’d have to say that it wasn’t hard work, and it did 

actually get to be easy after a while. 

Is that how we think of obedience to God’s commandments? John says that God’s 

“commandments are not burdensome.” Really? That’s a head-scratcher until you read on: “for 

everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world.” True, His commandments are 

impossible for us to obey fully, but as people who have been born again, we have already 

overcome the world. What that means is that Jesus has obeyed the commandments perfectly, and 



He shares that perfect righteousness with us now through faith. And we can tell that we’ve been 

born again because we want to obey His commands! So when He tells us to keep His commands, 

He’s just telling us to do what comes naturally for Christians who have God’s Holy Spirit: loving 

Him and loving one another. It’s not hard—sure, you have to work, but it’s easy once you get the 

hang of it! No need to worry that your obedience isn’t perfect--you’ve been baptized into Christ, 

and with the gift of His perfect obedience, our lives can be lived with joy and thankfulness as we 

seek to follow Him. 

 

Friday of the Sixth Week of Easter - John 15:9–17 

 9[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in 

you, and that your joy may be full. 

 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13Greater 

love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if 

you do what I command you. 15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 

what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I 

have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 

should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in 

my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command you, so that you will love one 

another.” 

 

Jesus knows us well. He is one of us, after all, since taking up to Himself our human nature. He 

knows our fears and our weaknesses. Since those heady days of post-resurrection glory, Jesus 

has not made it a regular practice to show up as He did for Saul on the road to Damascus or the 

Emmaus disciples who had stopped for an evening meal. As Peter told us, even though we do not 

see Him, we love Him (I Peter 1:8). But we would very much like to see Him.  

Jesus speaks to what might feel like a hole in our experience today. We want to see Jesus. When 

two Greeks came up to the disciple Philip one day, he brought them to Andrew, and they went to 

Jesus (John 12:20-21). I wish it worked that way today. It would be good to lay eyes on Him.  

But Jesus exhorts me today not to think of this facet of my faith as a problem. Indeed, He tells me 

that He has come to me and He lives in me. It is a presence better than sight. The disciples saw 

Jesus but the Gospels are unanimous in telling us that the disciples almost never understood 

what He was saying or truly grasped who He is. They saw Him but were mostly blind. Jesus has 

come to me differently, it is true, but He has come to me better than it was for Peter, James, and 

John. He has come in Spirit.  

I know a man who was an orphan, but he was adopted by a couple who loved him. He said that 

he used to feel like a second-rate member of the family until his father one day took him aside 

and said, “Son, there is a funny thing about adoption. It never happens by accident. It always 



takes a great deal of work. It is expensive. You are here because I chose you and wanted you to 

be here.” He said this changed the way he saw himself from that day forward. He belonged. 

Jesus has not left us as orphans. He has chosen us and come to occupy our lives. He no longer 

calls us servants—He calls us friends! 

 


