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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE! 

Monday 
December 23rd 

 
 

 

The Prayer Line 

 
A Christmas Surprise for You! 

Seemingly out of nowhere, the Gospel appears! That’s the 

Christmas story we’re preparing to celebrate once again—

Jesus appearing in Bethlehem as the child of Mary. Of 

course, He did not appear “out of nowhere,” but rather as 

the fulfillment of promises made all the way back to Adam 

and Eve’s fall into sin (Genesis 3:15). And He still appears 

to you and me with His Gospel tidings of comfort and joy 

just when we need them the most. 

And He appeared to Henry Ruggs too. You may not know 

his name, but I’m guessing you do know the name of 

Derek Carr—Bakersfield native and star quarterback of the 

Las Vegas Raiders. Ruggs is the now-former star wide re-

ceiver of the Raiders, after having driven under the influ-

ence at 156 miles per hour and killing a 23 year old wom-

an. Needless to say, he is in a lot of trouble and will suffer 

the consequences of his actions. He is guilty and has been 

vilified and shamed by all the many who have cared to 

comment. 

We are, of course, guilty too. No, we’ve not misbehaved so 

badly and so publicly as Henry Ruggs, but we know what 

it’s like to do wrong and to feel guilt and shame. We’ve also 

had people speak against us—not as many as Ruggs, but 

enough to feel unloved, despised, and alone. 

But then, seemingly out of nowhere, the Gospel appeared 

to Henry Ruggs! Speaking of him after Ruggs’ dismissal 

from the Raiders, Derek Carr said:  
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God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. 

If you don’t see your name, please call the office to 

make corrections or additions. We want to include   
everyone!   

 

    ♥December  ANNIVERSARIES♥  

     Jerry & Laura McKinney    

     Glenn & Teresa Hammett      

     Harry & Barb Kraley     

     Roy & Sheila Eynaud     

                   *December BIRTHDAYS*  

      John Downen         

      Diane Blankenship         

      Carolyn Kuhn                 

      Cheri Olcott-Banks    

      Cliff Johnson      

      Diane Lunsford     

      Marilyn Henderson     

      Cyndee Street     

      Karl Zimmermann     

      Jami Cummings     

      Tim Danforth      

      Linda Hartnett     

      Carolyn Schaefer     

  LCoP Prayer Chain 

When you have any prayer concerns, please let 
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting 
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
 
  

Online Calendar! 

Did you know that our event calendar is online 
so you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the 
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on 
resources under the church name. This will also 
be updated during the month as events change 
or are added! To update, please email 
info@lcop.org. 
 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter 
and event reminders delivered to your inbox? 
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.  
 

   Thrivent—Action Teams 

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you 
to bring people together to make a posi-

tive change in your community. 
For more information on becoming a  

Thrivent member, contact  
John Heideman at 661-321-3443 

Cards, calls and prayers are much ap-

preciated by our Military and         

Homebound members: 

                             

 

Zachary Arnold                           

Matthew Kraley 

Marlene Cawleti    

Diana Danforth          
Carol Kritch          

Delores Markell       

Cyndi McClure             

*MEMBER NEWS* 

Member changes or additions will be posted in this 

section. new address:  

 
Reuben Cortez 
PO Box 5133 

Bakersfield, CA 93388 
661/706-6058 

 
James Trainor & Anne (Mom) 

3705 Crest Dr.  
Bakersfield, CA 93306-1135 

661/703-6466 
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The Word Became Flesh 
John 1:1–18 introduces one of the Bible’s greatest and grandest books—the Gospel according to St. John. These 
eighteen verses contain some of the most important words written—ever. They explode with light and brilliance, 
truth and grace. And John 1:1–18 is chalked-full of dearly-loved Advent and Christmas themes, with the most fa-
mous one being, “The Word became flesh” (John 1:14). That’s the focus of our midweek series focusing on John 
1:1–18. Our evening services begin at 7:00 and will focus on the following:  
 

Advent Midweek 1 (12/1) “You Have My Word!” (John 1:1–5)  

Advent Midweek 2 (12/8) “A Man Named John” (John 1:6–9, 15) 

Advent Midweek 3 (12/15) “Chosen Children” (John 1:12) 

Christmas Day “The Word Dwelt Among Us” (John 1:14) 

Sunday after Christmas 12/26 “We Have Seen His Glory!” (John 1:14)  
 
Historically the Fourth Gospel is likened to an eagle—an image suggesting that John soars to awesome heights of 
glory and grandeur. As we begin Advent and dig deep into John 1:1–18, get ready to fly!  
 
 

A Note from the Elders 

December 2021 

When we think about how people affiliate, some words present for consideration.  

“Togetherness” seems more desirable than words such as “isolation” or “alone,” and so it 

truly is.  Historically, we see groupings, starting with the godhead, being of three persons 

and continuing with examples such as the Noah and the seven members of his family, Dan-

iel and his three friends, and then Jesus and the twelve disciples, all working  together, sup-

porting each other,  to accomplish God’s good purpose.  During the Reformation, small 

groups gathered to hear Scripture read in the common language and learn how their belief 

could be integrated into daily life and undoubtedly provide mutual support during some of 

the very troubled times that followed.  The past is filled with examples of small groups ac-

complishing what none of the individuals could do separately. 

The pandemic brought varying amounts of isolation and separation to our congregation.   

Remaining health concerns may still make some wary to return to in-person worship in a 

larger group setting.   However, there are other opportunities to connect, such as affiliating 

with one of the many groups at our church, including Sunday morning Bible studies, Youth 

Group, weekly Men’s and Women’s Bible Studies, plus the off-site Small Group meetings.  

Another option is the various service related committees, such as Properties, Altar Circle, 

Choir, Bell Choir, and School Board that can always use an extra hand.  As the culture 

seems to be moving in a continuing anti-Christian trajectory, close fellowship with other be-

lievers will become more important.  Whether we gather together in-person, or remotely by 

telephone or Zoom connection, that cooperative connecting between individuals can provide 

the togetherness most of us desire. 
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Continued from Pastor, 

For whatever reason, [walking past 

his locker] got me. Like, like, he’s not 

going to be there…. I’ll miss him not 

because he’s fast, not because of 

what he could do for me, but because 

of the person that he is and because I 

love him. (Nov 3, 2021, story by Paul 

Gutierrez in ESPN.com) 

Carr, an openly-Christian man, went on to 

say, “He needs people to love him right now. 

He’s probably feeling a certain way about 

himself right now and he needs to be loved. 

If no one else will do it, I’ll do it.” If that is-

n’t the Gospel appearing from where you 

least expect it, I don’t know what it is. The 

kingdom of God is like this. 

And the Gospel appears to you and me in 

just-as-unexpected of ways. We’ll celebrate 

one of the more well-known ways later in 

December when we see Jesus, born of 

Mary, and worshiped by shepherds. But the 

Gospel appears when you realize that God 

wants to be with you, even when everyone 

(including yourself) hates you and says 

you’re guilty, because He loves you. Carr 

took to the microphone publicly declaring 

his love and concern for Ruggs. God 

demonstrated His love for you in this: while 

we were still sinners, He sent Jesus to take 

our punishment, even death. 

As you open your gifts and greeting cards 

this Christmas, don’t forget to open the gift 

that God gives: the surprising love of Jesus, 

born for you. God grant you comfort and joy 

as you see your Savior! 

Peace, 

Pastor Toenjes 

A BIG Thank You  

to all who packed shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child. They are on their way to a 

child somewhere in this world that only 
God knows right now. We have chosen the   
“Follow your box” option for the ones we are 

sending and will find out what country ours 
are going to probably around February. We 
will let you know then as most likely all 

from our church will be sent together. God 
bless you for helping to make this mission 

outreach a success. Heidi and Gayle Frye 

                 Our LCoP Youth Group                              

will be very busy in the month of December! 

We will be selling drive thru taco dinner tickets 

through the end of November. The drive thru 
will be Dec 5th 11am-12:30pm. Dinners are 
$10 for a ready to eat meal of 3 shredded beef 

street tacos, beans & chips with salsa. 

We are also offering a family style dinner that 
serves 4 & is discounted at $30! It includes the 

same items, but, this meal will not be served 
hot. It is ready to be heated to serve to a hun-

gry family. Grab an extra one for those busy 

week nights in December! 

We will also be serving the 3rd Advent dinner 

on Dec 15th. Potato bar is on the menu with 
lots of yummy toppings. (We are open to sug-

gestions of your favorites) 

Sunday, Dec 19th we will be presenting "Just a 
little Christmas" skit during the regular ser-

vice.  

We also will be unveiling our special way to 
support our youth & our new youth group 

name!   

There are many ways to show your support. 

Please pray for all of these young people as we 
prepare & fund-raise to cover the cost of the 
2022 National Youth Gathering! Thank you all 

for your continued support. 
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Next Work Day 
Saturday   

December 11th 

 @ 8:00 a.m. 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

If you would like to donate one or more 

plants to enhance our Chancel area on 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, poin-

settias will be available for $10 each.  

Your name and those you wish to honor 

will be listed in a special Christmas Eve 

bulletin insert.  Order forms will be avail-

able in an upcoming church bulletin.  

Checks should be made payable to     

LCOP/Altar Circle.  The completed forms 

and remittance should be placed in the 

offering plate or given to an Altar Circle 

member by December 19th.  Thank you 

for your donation.   

School Board 

Our popcorn sale and our craft fair were both 
a big success.  We made over $2000.00 to go 

towards our Outdoor Class Room Project.   

The children are busy practicing for their 
Christmas program and looking forward to 

sharing the birth of Jesus with friends and 
family.  As always we want to thank our won-
derful Church Family for all the blessings 

you provide for Wonder Window. 

 

Jann 

 

Properties Board 

The next meeting will be Monday December 

6th 2021 at 7:30 pm and the next work day 
will be Saturday the 11th of December 2021 

at 8 am.  

We could use your help, we'll be doing gen-
eral maintenance and clean up around 

church.    

God has blessed us in so many ways, we 

need to give back. 

Have a blessed Christmas remembering who 

is the reason we're here.   

God Bless you 

Properties board 

IMPROVEMENTS TO PARKING LOTS 

As you may have noticed we have made sub-

stantial improvement to the parking lots, there 

are only a few items remaining to be completed. 

1. There are three Handicap parking spaces 

in the East parking lot and two in the 

West parking lot. 

2. There will be 6 additional reserved park-

ing spaces in the East lots, located just 

North of the solar panels. 

3. These spaces can be used by anyone who 

needs to park closer to the church due 

any mobility issues, no permits are re-

quired. 

There will be two signs on the poles of each 

parking space. 

WW Drop Off & Loading 

Parking     M-F 6am- 6pm 
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LCoP Missionaries’ Info 

We as a congregation have supported the 

Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for 

many years and were glad to receive a visit 

from them in person earlier this year. We 

have also, as a congregation, been blessed 

by visits from other missionaries over the 

summer months. If you would like to pray 

for and learn more about them, and 

perhaps also support them through 

correspondence and/or finances, here is 

their information: 
 

Nathan & Shannon Campbell 

Christar International 

Church Planting in Central Asia 

support & contact info available at church 
 

Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz 

Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea 

Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg 

Support: www.LBT.org 

Giving Thanks at Christmas 

The second annual Giving Thanks at Christ-

mas outreach is approaching.                           

Many people have to work on Christmas Eve 

and Christmas Day and are not able to spend 

time with family and friends like most of us.    

    We would like to say, “Thank you” to these 

folks—law enforcement personnel, fire fight-

ers, first responders, restaurant workers, etc. 

by giving them a $5 gift card. These gifts 

would be from Starbucks, McDonald’s, Tar-

get, and other businesses. 

A box will be in the Narthex for donations to 

purchase these gift cards starting in Septem-

ber through the first week of December.  

We’ll also have a sign-up sheet for “Elves” 

to help deliver gift cards, which will be pack-

aged in a decorative Christmas bag.  

Along with the gift card will be information 

regarding LCOP and a relevant scripture 

verse.  

Gift bags will be available to “Elves” after 

church on December 12th  and 19nd.  

Gifts should be handed out Christmas Eve 

and Christmas Day. 

We had a great response last year and are 

looking forward to the same enthusiasm this 

year.  

Please direct any questions to LaVonne Light 

or Sheila Eynaud. 

Adopt-a-Family 

Isn't it great to receive Christmas presents? 
Would you like to help that happen for a lo-

cal family in need? We have once again of-
fered to sponsor a family through the Bakers-
field Homeless Center and there are a couple 

ways you can help out.  

• If you would like to make a donation to 

help with the purchase of gifts, please make 
checks out to LCoP by Sunday December 12 

with the memo "Adopt a Family."  

• If you would like to shop for gifts to give, 

please see Charlene Wall at the Welcome 

Center for a gift list. 

• If you are a Thrivent account holder and     

would be willing to get an “Action Team” deb-
it card, please talk with Charlene as well. 

(661/546-0925) 

We'd like to have the gifts ready to wrap and 
give by Sunday, December 19. Thank you for 

your help! 

mailto:j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg
http://www.LBT.org
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Church Golfers!  
Come and join us! 

Do you like to golf?   

We golf every Friday morning!  

For information, please call or text 

Tim Hartnett at  661-319-8469. 


