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The Prayer Line 

 The four weeks leading up to Christmas are usually some of 
the most hectic times of the year. In the midst of the busy-
ness, it’s easy to forget that this sacred season is less about 
“holiday cheer” and more about the coming of a “holy child.” 
Advent is our opportunity to prepare ourselves to receive the 
gift of Jesus. To that end, here are 5 things not to do in Ad-

vent: 

5. Don’t try to be perfect for the Holidays: Believe it or 
not, it’s not the end of the world if the Christmas tree has a 

bare spot on one side, if a bulb in one of the window candles 
is burnt out, or if you can’t find the perfect gift for Uncle 

Bob. The season is stressful enough without striving for per-

fection. 

4. Don’t overdo your schedule: True, maybe the holiday 

parties will be fewer or different this year. But it’s usually a 
good idea to learn to say “no” to some of the demands or 

events that ask for our time. Know your limits. As they say, 

“Too much of a good thing is still too much.” 

3. Don’t expect the culture to follow your lead: A truly 

Christian approach to the month of December will inevitably 
be counter-cultural. Christmas is not about Martha Stewart-
quality centerpieces, gourmet Christmas feasts, or getting 

the “hot toy of the year” for that special youngster. Our spir-
itual health depends on our resisting the cultural message of  

“be like everyone else” (Romans 12:1-2). Jesus came that we 

might have life to the full—in Him! 

2. Don’t forget the less fortunate: Remember that the real 

Christmas story is not set in a warm and cozy house, taste-
fully decorated and filled with more gifts than can fit under 
the tree, however wonderful that all may be.  

The real Christmas story is set amidst those who know en-
during poverty and danger. What more loving witness could 

you offer than to seek out some holiday opportunity to iden-
tify with those in need as God does? We’ll offer opportunities 
to do this as part of our Advent midweek services this year.                                             

Continued on page 4 
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God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. 

If you don’t see your name, please call the office to 

make corrections or additions. We want to include eve-
ryone!   

    ♥December  ANNIVERSARIES♥  

Jerry & Laura McKinney                          12/11  

Glenn & Teresa Hammett                         12/19 

Harry & Barb Kraley                                12/26 

Roy & Sheila Eynaud                               12/28 

    

                     *December  BIRTHDAYS*   

John Downen                                           12/02 

Diane Blankenship                                    12/08 

Carolyn Kuhn                                            12/08 

Diane Lunsford                                          12/14 

Marilyn Henderson                                    12/16 

Cyndee Street                                            12/16 

Karl Zimmermann                                     12/20 

Linda Hartnett         12/22 

Alice Schnakenberg                  12/28 

Carolyn Schaefer                  12/29 

 

                        
We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the second  

Sunday of every month. If you would like to help  

with refreshments for those who are celebrating,  

bring your treat to church that morning.  

  LCoP Prayer Chain 

When you have any prayer concerns, please let 
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting 
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
  

Online Calendar! 

Did you know that our event calendar is online 
so you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the 
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on 
resources under the church name. This will also 
be updated during the month as events change 
or are added! To update, please email 
info@lcop.org. 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter 
and event reminders delivered to your inbox? 
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.  
 

   Thrivent—Action Teams 

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you to 
bring people together to make a positive 

change in your community. 
For more information on becoming a  

Thrivent member, contact  
John Heideman at 661-321-3443 

Cards, calls and prayers are much           

appreciated by our Military and                

Homebound members: 

                             

 Zachary Arnold                           

Matthew Kraley 

Diana Danforth 

Carol Kritch 
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Has anyone ever asked you about your faith? Can you answer with confidence what you believe 
and why? Do you have an explanation ready? 

There is a wonderful opportunity right here at church to help solidify your answers. It is the In-
quirers Class taught by Pastor Toenjes. For a long time, I thought the class was for new members 
only, but it is not! Long time members are welcome too! 

The class consists of reviewing Luther’s Small Catechism. I know some will say, “been there, 
done that”. You most likely have forgotten some of the “what does this mean”. We all could use a 
refresher perhaps with a different perspective. 

The basics of what we confess are the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Means 
of Grace, Baptism, Confession of Sins, Office of the Keys, the Lord’s Supper, and the Devine 
Service. Delving into what we believe, based on God’s Word, is illuminating! Pastor Toenjes pa-
tiently walks us through the Catechism. As we learn, we gain confidence that what we believe is 
based on God’s Word and not on human intellect. 

Do questions arise? You betcha! Pastor does a great job of answering them. Sometimes we have 
to say God is greater than my ability to comprehend. That is what faith is and we need to accept 
things by faith. 

I highly recommend, as a New Year’s Resolution, that the next time the Inquirers Class is offered, 
sign up. It is a wonderful and joyful experience to review the fundamentals of our faith. For me it 
builds my confidence to be able to give an answer. As St. Paul wrote in 1 Peter 3:15 “…always 
be prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you”. 
Pastor’s Inquirers Class draws us closer to Gods Word and as a result draws us closer to Him. 
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Advent 2020: “Micah—Fierce Judgment & 

Final Grace” 

Advent is here! Starting Wednesday eve-

nings, December 2, we’ll engage with the 

prophet Micah and his Advent message of 

preparation for the Messiah’s birth in the lit-

tle town of Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). That 

preparation is for us to do justice, to love 

mercy, and to walk humbly with your God 

(6:8).  

Since our Advent services will not include 

the customary shared meal, we will start our 

services at 6:30 and then offer a post-

worship opportunity to serve God through 

weekly service projects to benefit those in 

need in our community. (See  “Advent Out-

reach and Service” article to the side.) Here 

is our midweek Micah schedule, which in-

cludes two bonus entries: 

Nov. 29 (Sunday) “Advent” Micah 1:1-5 

Dec 2 (Wed. 6:30) “Forever” Micah 4:1-5 

Dec. 9 (Wed. 6:30) “Glory” Micah 6:1-8 

Dec 16 (Wed. 6:30) “Hope” Micah 7:18-20  

Dec. 24 (Christmas Eve 7:00) “Bethlehem”     

Micah 5:2-4 

In preparation for this series, you are en-

couraged to read through the seven short 

chapters of Micah and become familiar with 

his vocabulary of Fierce Judgment and Final 

Grace. 

Advent Outreach and Service 

This Advent season we will 

gather 

after each mid-week ser-

vice to participate in four 

different service projects that will help us 

reach people in our community and the 

Valley with the love of Jesus. We will be 

socially distanced at tables in the Sanctu-

ary as we complete the following projects: 

December 2 – We will write Christmas 

cards for the veterans currently residing at 

the Veteran’s Home of California in Fresno. 

December 9 – Gifts will be wrapped and 

cards written for a family of 5 that we have 

adopted through the Bakersfield Homeless 

Center. We will also complete Giving 

Thanks at Christmas gift bags that LCoP 

members will give to First Responders and 

other individuals working on Christmas. 

December 16 – Simple ornaments will be 

made and packaged for each family cur-

rently attending Wonder Window. 

Continued from Pastor, 

1. Don’t wait until Christmas Eve to come 

to Church! Avoid the holiday rush and join 

us for worship in the weeks leading up to 
Christmas, either online or in person as it is 
possible. Join in the great Advent hymns and 

allow their message to bring you back to a 
sense of expectancy and alertness for the 
coming of God into our world and our lives.

                 —Pastor Toenjes 

LCOP Cookie Exchange is back! 

 
Date: Saturday                

December 12, 2020 
Time: 2:00 
Place: 3024 Alta Vista Dr 

Thank you 
Sheila  
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 Wonder Window School Board 

The School Board wants to start this article 

with many thanks to the Crafty Gals group 

for all the work they put into creating the 

beautiful items that were then sold at the big 

sale, at the parking lot at Tony's Pizza on 

Highway 178. They crafted for weeks with 

items donated by Linda Hartnett. So far close 

to $2,000 has been given to Wonder Window 

for the Outdoor Classroom Project. 

As we enter the Season of Advent, many of 

the usual Wonder Window activities will 

happen in a different format this year. Watch 

the School News section of the newsletter for 

dates and times. 

We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas. 

Thanks to everyone for all the prayers, 

financial support and volunteers. Please keep 

praying for our mission at Wonder Window. 

Properties Board 

The properties Board would like to thank 
everyone who has participated this year in 
workdays and projects. With your help we 

have been able to maintain the property 

and save on the expenses.  

We are still waiting on the Bakersfield City 
Planning Department to approve our build-
ing permit for the breakroom remodel. The 

plans were submitted in July and we hoping 
to have them approved so we can begin the 

work. 

Properties continues to hold monthly work-
days on the third Saturday of each month 

from 8-12 noon. Everyone is welcome as we 
always have a list of task or new projects 
that need to be completed, all help is appre-

ciated. 

Here are some examples of the work per-

formed monthly or as needed. 

Rake and level the blue chips in the 
school play yard each month. 

Minor sprinkler repairs and adjust-
ments. 

Clean and paint exterior items, 
benches, handrails, etc. 

Pull weeds in flower beds and ice 

plant. 
Clean roofs and drains. 
Clean windows. 

Clean vents, ceiling fans, stove, refrig-
erator, and freezer. 

Perform minor plumbing and building 

repairs. 

If you have questions, would like to help, or 

know of something that needs attention, 
please feel free to contact Lyn Espericueta 

or Roy Eynaud. 

The next Board meeting will be December 
14 at 7pm and the next workday December 

19 at 8am.  

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

If you would like to 

donate one or more 

plants to enhance 

our Chancel area on 

Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day, poinsettias will be availa-

ble for $10 each.  Your name and those 

you wish to honor will be listed in a spe-

cial Christmas Eve bulletin insert.  Order 

forms will be available in an upcoming 

church bulletin.  Checks should be made 

payable to LCOP/Altar Circle.  The com-

pleted forms and remittance should be 

placed in the offering plate or given to an 

Altar Circle member by December 13th.  

Thank you for your donation.   
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LCoP Missionaries’ Info 

We as a congregation have supported the 

Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for 

many years and were glad to receive a visit 

from them in person earlier this year. We 

have also, as a congregation, been blessed 

by visits from other missionaries over the 

summer months. If you would like to pray 

for and learn more about them, and 

perhaps also support them through 

correspondence and/or finances, here is 

their information: 

 

Nathan & Shannon Campbell 

Christar International 

Church Planting in Central Asia 

support & contact info available at church 

 

Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz 

Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea 

Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg 

Support: www.LBT.org 

 

Nathan & Beth Toenjes 

Mission of Christ Network 

Serving English congregations in Asia 

Contact: 

nathan.toenjes@missionofchrist.org 

Support: www.missionofchrist.org/service/

toenjes 

Rev. Walter & Robyn Steele 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Theological Educator in Kenya 

Support: www.lcms.org/steele 

 
 December 19th 

at 8am.  

Cold comfort 

While some people dread winter, my motto is 
“The colder the temperatures and the deeper 

the snow, the better.” In fact, my mom and I 
have a tradition of walking into the season’s 
first snow … barefoot. The white sky, crisp 

smell and plunging temps provide a sense of 
calm. 
 

Though I realize not everyone feels this way, I 
was shocked when a dear friend shared her 

reaction. When snowflakes appear, a cloudi-
ness settles into her soul. She experiences 
deep sadness and anxiety because she suf-

fers from seasonal depression, which I hadn’t 
known about. 

 
That reminded me how we can continually 
learn from one another and discover how our 

creative God uniquely “made and fash-
ioned” (Psalm 119:73) each of us. Jesus calls 
us to embrace people’s differences and needs 

as the seasons of the year — and the seasons 
of life — change. 

—Janna Firestone 

mailto:j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg
http://www.LBT.org
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Church Golfers!  
Come and join us! 

Do you like to golf?   

We golf every Friday morning!  

For information, please call or text 

Tim Hartnett at  661-319-8469. 


