
  

 

 
8001 Panorama Drive 

            Bakersfield, CA  93306 
            Phone (661) 871-1289 

      Fax (661) 872-6302 
              E-Mail:  office@lcop.org 
             Website:  www.lcop.org 

 
 

“Like” us on Facebook 
                  “Share” our events 

 

August 2021 

     Volume 21,  Issue 8 

 

In this Issue 
 

Pastor’s Page ........................... 1 

Birthdays & Anniversaries ....... 2 

Elder Message  ......................... 3 

Pastor’s Page Cont.  ................. 3 

Board Articles, Youth & Missions

 ............................................. 4&5 

Puzzles  .................................... 6 

 

Calendars: 

Serving us in  August 

August event calendar 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE! 

Monday 
August 23rd. 

 
 
 
 

The Prayer Line 

   “Inseparable” 
 

 Young people “in love” can almost be annoying with their 

need to be close to each other, can’t they? I recently heard a 

devotion about older people “in love” and the lesson that it 

can teach us about loving God.  Here it is. 

 Generally speaking, you don’t have to tell people who are 

in love that they need to spend time together.  And there 

aren’t many people who spent as much time together as did 

Helen and Ken.  They started off risky.  When they were 

teenagers, they lied to their parents and said they were going 

to visit an old high school coach.  They skipped the coach, 

and went to visit the Justice of the Peace.  Still, it took the 

pair a few weeks before they could work up the courage to 

tell their folks that they were hitched!   

 After that speed bump, things got back to normal.  That is, 

they spent time together.  They held hands while they ate 

breakfast, they had eight children, and they saw most of 

America together.  Their togetherness lasted 70 years!  Then 

one April, on a Saturday evening, Helen died.  Fifteen hours 

later, Ken, who was 91, joined her.  Their daughter, Linda 

said, “He was ready.  He just didn’t want her to be in heaven 

by herself.”  Truly, you don’t have to tell people who are in 

love that they should spend time together.  

 That leads to another thought about our relationship with 

our Lord and with other believers.  I have often wondered 

why so many Christians never feel a need to go to church, 

take Communion, or reach out to other people.  Many people 

share excuses about being “too busy” or about not needing 

to go to church in order to believe.  Many of the excuses are 

pretty lame.  Why?  When you love someone, nobody has to 

convince you to spend time together.  That is especially so 

when that Someone happens to be the Savior.                                                                               

                                                                                  Continued on page 3 
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God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. 

If you don’t see your name, please call the office to 

make corrections or additions. We want to include   
everyone!   

 

    ♥AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES♥  

Michael & Carolyn Griggs                         

Cliff & Karen Johnson               

Bill & Carolyn Schaefer                            

 

                   *AUGUST BIRTHDAYS*  

Linda Downen        

Shirley Foster        

Marge Palmbach        

Kyndal Hampton        

Keira Kuster        

Marie Lehmann        

Janet Raasch        

John Wynn         

Lois Bevan         

Shirley Curran        

Lundin Kania-Frank       

Lilian Schabarum        

Michael Jacobsen        

Cherryl Biggar        

 

 

  LCoP Prayer Chain 

When you have any prayer concerns, please let 
our prayer chain pray for you by contacting 
Chuck Jordin at 661-873-9565 or email 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
 
  

Online Calendar! 

Did you know that our event calendar is online 
so you can access it anytime, anywhere, from the 
internet? Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on 
resources under the church name. This will also 
be updated during the month as events change 
or are added! To update, please email 
info@lcop.org. 
 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter 
and event reminders delivered to your inbox? 
Subscribe by sending an email to info@lcop.org.  
 

   Thrivent—Action Teams 

Thrivent Action Teams make it easy or you 
to bring people together to make a posi-

tive change in your community. 
For more information on becoming a  

Thrivent member, contact  
John Heideman at 661-321-3443 

Cards, calls and prayers are much ap-

preciated by our Military and         

Homebound members: 

                             

 

Zachary Arnold                           

Matthew Kraley 

Marlene Cawleti    

Diana Danforth          
Carol Kritch        

Cyndi McClure            

Alice Schnakenberg 

MEMBER NEWS 

Member changes or additions will be posted in this 

section. new address:  

  

Cyndi McClure 

15923 San Marco Place 

Bakersfield, CA 93314                                                       
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"No Other Gospel" 

By Dr. Oswald Hoffmann 

 

The Gospel is good news from beginning to end. It's so good as to be almost unbelievable. The 

fact is that most people don't believe it. Even those people who do believe it find it almost too 

good to be true. It thwarts all their ideas of self improvement; it challenges the innate feeling 

of people that somehow there is something they have to do in order to get right with God, 

some piety they have to perform, some ritual they have to respect, some formulation they 

have to follow in order to get on the good side of God. 

 

There is only one Gospel, said Saint Paul. He was absolutely uncompromising about that. 

Paul had great understanding for the spiritual fits and starts of people in their battle against 

sin, in their conflicts with the devil, in their struggle with themselves in the face of tempta-

tions and attractions of the world. But there can be no tampering with the Gospel, pious or 

otherwise. It's the only power to bring people around, to convert them, to renew them, and to 

give them life. It's the Gospel of Christ, the Good News of Christ, and of no other. There is 

simply no other Gospel. "I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ," said Saint Paul, "for it is 

the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes." 

 

There is only one Lord, whom Paul called affectionately the Lord Jesus Christ. There is only 

one faith, faith in Jesus Christ, by which people are to be saved. There is only one baptism, 

baptism in the name of the Father who gave His only Son Jesus Christ that people by the 

power of His Spirit might believe and be saved from the sin and the death that haunt us all.  

 

There is only one message, the message of salvation by the grace of God in Jesus Christ. All is 

good news from God; there is no other Gospel. 

Continued from Pastor,   
Because Jesus loves us, He came to earth 

to “spend time” with us, even if that time 

spent here led to His death.  “When the 

fullness of time was come, God sent forth 

His Son.” (Galatians 4:4) If we love Christ 

and Christians, it will be demonstrated in 

our desire to be with both.   We’ll be 

“inseparable.” 

                                  Pastor Toenjes 
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 Wonder Window School Board 

August marks the beginning of another 
nine months of schooling for Pre-K - 

School Age children at Wonder 
Window.  We are in the process of 
preparing the school. Much of our time is 

still focused on the ever changing 
regulations from all the different agencies 
and how Wonder Window is affected by the 

restrictions and recommendations.                                      
Please continue praying for a successful 

start for Wonder Window, the staff, the 
children, their families and the regulatory 
agencies.  

Inquirers’ Class 

Interested in joining our congregation as a 

confirmed member? Or would you like a re-
fresher in the basics of the Christian faith 
from a Lutheran perspective? Then please 

let Pastor Toenjes know of your interest as a 
new Inquirers’ Class will be starting on 
Sunday mornings after worship at 10:30, 

Sunday, September 12. 

 

Fun Dates to Remember for August: 

08/01 Friendship Day 

08/02 Sister Day 

08/04 U.S. Coast Guard Day 

08/06 Wiggle Your Toes Day 

08/07 International Beer Day 

08/09 Book Lover’s Day 

08/13 Left Hander’s Day 

08/15 Relaxation Day 

08/17 National Thrift shop Day 

08/21 Senior Citizen’s Day 

08/23 Ride the Wind Day 

08/27 Just Because Day 

08/31 National Eat Outside Day 

A glimpse of grace 
 

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the 

waters; and you who have no money, come, 
buy and eat!” (Isaiah 55:1, NIV). I thought of 
this verse when I read about a seven-acre 

farm in Atlanta where people can pick fruits 
and veggies straight off the trees and vines, 

like a fresh-air produce market but bigger 

— and all free! 

The Food Forest at Browns Mill, located 
amid a “food desert” in a city where one-

fourth of the population experiences food 
insecurity, offers 2,500 edible and medicinal 
plants for anyone in need. People take only 

what they can use, and volunteers harvest 
extras to distribute in the community. It’s 

one of about 70 free-food forests in the 
United States. To me, it looks like a glimmer 

of God’s kingdom. 

Imagine a world where everyone’s basic 

needs are met: food, clean water, shelter, 
clothing, health care, education, meaningful 

work, love — and the fulfillment of assisting 
and supporting one another. Isaiah envi-
sions this reality coming true. Sometimes, 

even in our troubled world, we catch a 
glimpse of God’s abundant grace, tangibly 
lavished on all. Even better, sometimes 

we’re blessed with the privilege of helping it 

happen. 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 
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Properties Board 

 Our next meeting will be Monday August 
16th at 6:30 pm and our next work day will 

be Saturday August 21st at 8 am.  Come 
one come all.  We’d like to thank all of you 

who do come out for the work days, your 
help and efforts are greatly appreciat-
ed.                                                            

Thank You. 
Continued saying prayers for the Christian 

Church. 

 

Next Work Day 
Saturday   

August 21st 

LCoP Missionaries’ Info 

We as a congregation have supported the 

Jonathan Federwitz missionary family for 

many years and were glad to receive a visit 

from them in person earlier this year. We 

have also, as a congregation, been blessed 

by visits from other missionaries over the 

summer months. If you would like to pray 

for and learn more about them, and 

perhaps also support them through 

correspondence and/or finances, here is 

their information: 

 

Nathan & Shannon Campbell 

Christar International 

Church Planting in Central Asia 

support & contact info available at church 

 

Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz 

Wycliffe Bible Translators/Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Missionary Pilot in Papua New Guinea 

Contact: j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg 

Support: www.LBT.org 

 

Nathan & Beth Toenjes 

Mission of Christ Network 

Serving English congregations in Asia 

Contact: 

nathan.toenjes@missionofchrist.org 

Support: www.missionofchrist.org/

service/toenjes 

 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who partici-
pated & assisted in the Taco drive thru 

meal. We had a big response & our youth 

are learning a lot! 

Save the date!  

November 6th, LCOP youth BBQ competi-

tion fundraiser. 

Please plan to join us for a day of fun. 
Whether it is to compete or judge the  BBQ, 

bid on a dessert @ the auction or compete or 
watch the cornhole tournament, this event 

is guaranteed fun for all ages.                                           

This will be our BIG fundraiser for the year 
and we hope to make it a yearly fundraiser 

that everyone looks forward to attending. 

We will begin taking sign-ups in mid Sept.  

Contact Bryant or Megan for more info or 

questions regarding events or youth group 

in general.  

mailto:j-c.federwitz@sil.org.pg
http://www.LBT.org
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http://www.missionofchrist.org/service/toenjes
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Church Golfers!  
Come and join us! 

Do you like to golf?   

We golf every Friday morning!  

For information, please call or text 

Tim Hartnett at  661-319-8469. 


