z.

)

V4 y
redd ore el

Lo 272e)’

Matthew 2848

May 31, 2026
The Holy Trinity

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF PRAYER
8001 Panorama Drive, Bakersfield, CA 93306
Phone: 661/871-1289 « Fax: 661/872-6302
Email: office@lcop.org « www.lcop.org

Wonder Window Children’s Center
661/871-7051




Our Mission Statement
Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the
Word of God through relationships and personal example.

Welcome Friends & Guests!
We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome
Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card.
Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the
service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand
it directly to an Usher before worship begins.

A Time for Quiet Meditation
As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use
this time for prayer and meditation to prepare your hearts to
worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting
with friends can be done in the narthex area so others will not be
disturbed. Thank you.

Offering
The offering 1s an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by
God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate.
We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you!

Standing
If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit
down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too.

Organist, David Collins « Choir Director, David Ortiz
Pianist, David Collins « Handbell Director, Judy Houston
Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor

Serving Us Today

Pastor .. Pastor Dwayne Hendricks
o [ Bryant Arnold & Don Votaw
USREIS ... Michael Griggs & Bryant Arnold
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GIrEELEIS ... Betty Jordin & Barbara Friese
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As We Gather
We usually think of ourselves as small, humble
creatures. We are subject to the creation in which we live
and often are at the mercy of the forces around us. But
we are reminded in Genesis that we are the crown of
God’s creation, part and parcel of all He has made. We
cannot understand Him, but we know enough. That is
Peter’s reminder to those who executed Jesus: He did
not stay dead but was able to overcome the forces
opposed to Him—for us! We have work to do, Jesus
tells the disciples and us in the Gospel. But we do not
have to do it alone. Though we cannot understand Him,
God 1s with us each day in His strength, mercy, and
forgiving love. In short, we need not comprehend our
great God; we only receive all the love He has for us. “O

LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the
earth!” (Psalm 8:1).

Call to Worship Chimes
Prelude: “Prelude in D Major”
By J.S. Bach

Welcome



Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation: 507 Holy, Holy, Holy
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Il Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might - y!
2 Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! All the saints a - dore  Thee,
3 Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly! Though the dark-ness hide  Thee,
4 Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might - vy!
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Ear - ly in the morn - ing our song shall rise to Thee;
Cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a-round the glass-y sea;
Though the eye of sin-ful man Thy glo - ry may not see,
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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Ho -ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly, mer - ci - ful and might - y!
Cher -u - bim and ser - a-phim fall - ing down be - fore Thee,
On - ly Thou art ho - ly; there is none be - side Thee,
Ho - ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly, mer - ci - ful and might - y!
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God in three  per - sons, bless -ed Trin - 1 - ty!
Which  wert and art and ev - er - more shalt be.
Per - fect in  pow'r, in love, and pu - 11 - ty.
God in three per - sons, bless -ed Trin - 1 - ty!

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823-76
Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation

P) In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the
Holy Spirtit.

Amen.



Opening Sentences
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O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the
carth!
You have set Your glory above the heavens.

And God said, “Let there be light,”
and there was light.

And God saw everything that He had made,
and behold, it was very good.

Confession and Absolution

[P)

Let us come before God with our sins to acknowledge
them before Him and in the presence of one another.
Heavenly Father, we confess that we have failed to be
the people You have created us to be. We daily miss
the mark of being very good, and we fail to be Your
representatives in the care of Your good creation.
With the early disciples, although we do believe,
sometimes we doubt. Only by Your grace are we able
to come before You and find peace and joy. Remind
us of Your great love and mercy for us.

Jesus has joyful work for us to do. He has commanded
us to go, teach, and baptize. And, despite our sins, He
also promised, “Behold, I am with you always, to the

end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).

4



God’s majesty 1s not only in creating the world in which
we live but 1n loving us despite our daily failures. He
sent His Son to forgive our every sin. As David wrote, “I
saw the Lord always before me, for He 1s at my right
hand that I may not be shaken” (Acts 2:25).

As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Blessed be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity.
Let us give glory to him because he has shown his
mercy to us.
I have set the LORD always before me;
because he 1s at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
Therefore my heart 1s glad, and my whole being rejoices;
my flesh also dwells secure.
For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol,
or let your holy one see corruption.
Y ou make known to me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right
hand are pleasures forevermore.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Blessed be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity.
Let us give glory to him because he has shown his
mercy to us.

Kyrie LSB 152

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us

pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of
the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to
the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.



For this holy house and for all who offer here their
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

A] Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on
earth.
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day: Holy Trinity
P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

[P] Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace
to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the
confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the
power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this
faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God,
now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading: Genesis 1:1—2:4a

Tn the beginning, God created the heavens and the
earth. “The earth was without form and void, and
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of
God was hovering over the face of the waters.

SAnd God said, “Let there be light,” and there was
light. “And God saw that the light was good. And God
separated the light from the darkness. °God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning, the first day.

SAnd God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst
of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the
waters.” “And God made the expanse and separated the
waters that were under the expanse from the waters that
were above the expanse. And it was so. *And God called
the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there
was morning, the second day.

?And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be
gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so. '°God called the dry land Earth,
and the waters that were gathered together he called
Seas. And God saw that it was good.

" And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants
yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which 1s
their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And
it was so. '“The earth brought forth vegetation, plants
yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees

bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its
9



kind. And God saw that it was good. '*And there was
evening and there was morning, the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of
the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let
them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and
years, °and let them be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so.
' And God made the two great lights—the greater light
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and
the stars. '”And God set them in the expanse of the
heavens to give light on the earth, '®to rule over the day
and over the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 'YAnd there
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across
the expanse of the heavens.” 2!So God created the great
sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with
which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and
every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw
that it was good. “?And God blessed them, saying, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and
let birds multiply on the earth.” 2*And there was evening
and there was morning, the fifth day.

2*And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living
creatures according to their kinds—Ilivestock and
creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their
kinds.” And it was so.
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25And God made the beasts of the earth according to
their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds,
and everything that creeps on the ground according to its
kind. And God saw that it was good.

2Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.”

27So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on
the earth.” 2 And God said, “Behold, I have given you
every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall
have them for food. °And to every beast of the earth and
to every bird of the heavens and to everything that
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life,
I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.
31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold,
it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.

11



I'Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all
the host of them. ?And on the seventh day God finished
his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh
day from all his work that he had done. 3So God blessed
the seventh day and made it holy, because on 1t God
rested from all his work that he had done in creation.

*These are the generations
of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

(A) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 8, antiphon: v. 9

!0 LORD, our Lord,
how majestic 1s your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.
’Out of the mouth of babes and infants,

you have established strength because of your foes,
to still the enemy and the avenger.

3When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
“what is man that you are mindful of him,
and the son of man that you care for him?

°Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly
beings
and crowned him with glory and honor.

12



%Y ou have given him dominion over the works of your
hands;
you have put all things under his feet,
’all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,
Sthe birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

°0 LORD, our Lord,
how majestic 1s your name 1n all the earth!

Second Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-36

4Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice
and addressed them, . . .

22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a
man attested to you by God with mighty works and
wonders and signs that God did through him 1n your
midst, as you yourselves know— 3this Jesus, delivered
up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless
men. >*God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death,
because it was not possible for him to be held by it. *°For
David says concerning him,

“‘I saw the Lord always before me,

for he 1s at my right hand that I may not be shaken;
25therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue
rejoiced;

my flesh also will dwell in hope.

13



2For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One see corruption.

Y ou have made known to me the paths of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your

presence.’

2%“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about
the patriarch David that he both died and was buried,
and his tomb is with us to this day. **Being therefore a
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath
to him that he would set one of his descendants on his
throne, 3'he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of
the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did
his flesh see corruption. **This Jesus God raised up, and
of that we all are witnesses. *°Being therefore exalted at
the right hand of God, and having received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out
this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. **For
David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself
says,

““The Lord said to my Lord,

Sit at my right hand,
3Suntil I make your enemies your footstool.”

361 et all the house of Israel therefore know for certain
that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus
whom you crucified.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

14



Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-
eighth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

1Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. '”And when
they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.
¥ And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. °Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them 1n the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, 2’teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to
the end of the age.”

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

15
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to
the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

16



and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: 601 All Who Believe and Are

Baptized V-2
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1 All who be - lieve and are bap-tized Shall see the Lord’s sal - va - tion;
2 With one ac-cord, O God,we pray: Grant us Your Ho - ly Spir - it.
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Bap-tized in-to the death of Christ, They are a new cre-a - tion.
Help us in our in - fir- mi - ty Through Je - sus’ blood and mer - it.
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Through Christ’s re-demp-tion they shall stand A - mong the glo-rious,
Grant us to grow in grace each day That by this sac - ra -
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heav’n - ly  band Of ev - ’'ry tribe and na - tion.
ment we may E - ter - nal life in - her - it

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt.
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon: “All Power and Authority” Matthew 28

Offering: “Verset”
By Abraham Van Den Kerckhoven

Offelgtory LSB 159
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Prayer of the Church

P)

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus
and for all people according to their needs.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabaoth, we bless Your name. You

have called us out of darkness into Your marvelous light.
Guard Your Church, purchased with the precious blood
of Jesus Christ. Keep her in the true faith, without error,
schism or compromise, until that day when You
welcome her home as Your spotless bride. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, as You have delivered us from the domain of
darkness into the kingdom of Your Son, help us to walk
in @ manner worthy of Him. Bless the floor committees
who prepare the work of our Synod convention, that all
they decide may be guided by Your Word and
undertaken in prayer, and that Your good and gracious
will be done among us. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Creator God, You ordered this world according to Your
good and gracious will, crowning Your creation with
man and woman. Give us faith to cherish the holy estate
of marriage, its union of husband and wife, Your call to
be fruitful, and the promise that You will bless what You
have made. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You are over all things. We pray for
nations and governments, for leaders and civil servants,
and for peace and justice here in our own land and
throughout the world. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Loving Lord, You promise to be with Your people
always, to the end of the age. Comfort those afflicted in
body or mind, soul or spirit [especially ].
Give them grace to entrust themselves into Your Son’s
loving hands and await relief according to Your good
and gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Father, in the blessed Sacrament Your Son gives His
body as the bread of heaven and His blood as the cup of
salvation. Help us to receive this blessed Sacrament with
faith and show forth the fruits of the Spirit in lives of
faith, repentance and goodness. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

20



P} Lord Most High, in six days You created all that has
been made and commanded us to fill the earth and
subdue it. Grant us wisdom, that we may govern Your
creation as faithful stewards, using the earth’s resources
in a manner that 1s pleasing to You. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

P) Lord God, heavenly Father, You have called Your
Church from every tribe and nation. Grant that Y our
people throughout the world would rejoice in the death
and resurrection of Christ and live as those who have
died and risen with Him in Holy Baptism; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Our Belief Concerning the Lord's Supper
(Communion Confession spoken together)

In celebrating the Lord's Supper we recognize the
Biblical teaching that this is not merely a
representation of Christ, but the real presence of
His Body, and His Blood in the bread and the wine.
We also recognize that in the Supper we receive
forgiveness of sins, strength and unity with fellow
confessing and communing Christians.

21



Preface LSB 160
P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P] Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

[P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

[P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and 1n all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, who with Your only-
begotten Son and the Holy Spirit are one God, one Lord.
In the confession of the only true God, we worship the
Trinity in person and the Unity in substance, of majesty
coequal. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
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Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of 1t, all of you; this cup 1s the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

[P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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®P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us
Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember

us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini

[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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Thank the Lord LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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Post-Communion Collect

Al Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same 1n faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

Benediction LSB 166

P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
youl.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you
peace.
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5 Rise, Shine, You People

V 1-4

rt: 82
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how He sends the pow’rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e-brate, your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Telll' how the Fa - ther sent His Son to save us.
h Il
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Our hu-man sto - ry; God in Him is cen - tered.
He brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing.
Your songs and prayers a - gainst the  dark-ness hurl - ing.
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us.
& . s f - [ pr -
He comes to us, by death and sin sur
All men and wom - en, who by guilt are
To all the world go out and tell the
Tell how the Spir - it calls from ev - ry
f) . .
i — ! ¥ — ! i
&—= z g —= ——0
Q) I
round - ed, With grace un - bound - ed.
driv. - en, Now are for - giv - en.
sto - 1y Of Je - sus’ glo - ry.
na - tion His new cre - a - tion.

Text: Ronald A. Klug, 1939-2021, alt.

Tune: Dale Wood, 1934-2003
Text and tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.

110000286
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+ What We Believe +

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true
God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John
5:23; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in
heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all.
Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36.

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death
of God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father
no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace
again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy,
and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36, 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John
2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21.

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word
of God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His
family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6, I Corinthians 12:3.

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins,
and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6,; Acts 22:16, Galatians 3:27,
1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13.

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens
our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily
rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak
with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’
name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25.

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is
really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus
often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian
life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians
11:23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16.

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2
Timothy 3:16.

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and
unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33.:6.

2" Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24.
We are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing
His message of love. [ Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20;
Revelation 20:4-6
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