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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use 

this time for prayer and meditation to prepare your hearts to 

worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting 

with friends can be done in the narthex area so others will not be 

disturbed. Thank you. 
Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 
 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 
 

Organist, David Collins • Choir Director, David Ortiz 
Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 

 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Pastor  ...................................................................................... Pastor Dwayne Hendricks 
Elder  ..............................................................................................................Tim Hartnett 
Ushers  ................................................................................. Tim Hartnett & Richard Kuhn 
Reader .......................................................................................................  Bonnie Grisso 
Greeters .....................................................................................  Chuck & Tammy Poynor 
Altar Circle ........................................................................... Linda Hartnett & Barb Kraley 
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As We Gather 
Throughout our lives, we look for a helper. Maybe that’s 

a parent who can hold our hand to cross the street, a 

spouse who can open the pickle jar, or an expert who 

delivers wisdom we don’t have. Our Lord Jesus Christ 

sends us a helper, the promised Holy Spirit. The Spirit 

opens our heart to faith and then fills it with heavenly 

wisdom. Present in our Baptism and present today in 

worship, the Spirit keeps our hand firmly in our 

Savior’s, so that linked by love, we can walk confidently 

in His promises. 
 

Call to Worship                                                        Chimes 

 

Prelude:                                                “Ode to Joy” 
                                                      Arr. by Patricia A. Sanders 

                                                                Handbell Choir  

Welcome 
 

Confession and Absolution 

 
Hymn of Invocation: 475 Good Christian Friends, 
Rejoice and Sing V 1-4 
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Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872–1955, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110000286 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences 

P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P Jesus said, “I will not leave you as orphans; 

C I will come to you.” 

 

P So we can confidently say, 

C “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can 

man do to me?” 
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Confession and Absolution 

P We confess: Father, we have neglected You and Your 

commandments. 

C Forgive us, Lord. 

  

P Jesus, we have doubted Your Word and failed to display 

Your love to others. 

C Forgive us, Lord. 

  

P Spirit, we have trusted our own sinful hearts rather than 

seeking Your truth. 

C Forgive us, Lord. 

  

P O Triune God, look on us in mercy and make Your 

dwelling within us. 

C Restore us as Your rescued people to seek Your holy 

will. Amen. 

  

P To save you from sin, the Father gave you His very own 

Son. On His cross, Jesus paid your debt and rose to 

declare, “because I live, you also will live.” By the 

Spirit’s power, we trust in the pardon won for us by 

Christ, our Lord. In the stead and by the command of 

Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

 

Introit 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

 and a light to my path. 

Forever, O LORD, your word 

 is firmly fixed in the heavens. 

Your faithfulness endures to all generations; 

 you have established the earth, and it stands fast. 

By your appointment they stand this day, 

 for all things are your servants. 

If your law had not been my delight, 

 I would have perished in my affliction. 

I will never forget your precepts, 

 for by them you have given me life. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

 and a light to my path. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord.  
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A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on 

earth. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day: Easter 6 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

      O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy 

inspiration grant that we may think those things that are 

right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
  

First Reading:  Acts 17:16–31 

 16While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit 

was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full 

of idols. 17So he reasoned in the synagogue with the 

Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace 

every day with those who happened to be there. 18Some 

of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed 

with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish 

to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of 

foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and 

the resurrection.  
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19And they took hold of him and brought him to the 

Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new 

teaching is that you are presenting? 20For you bring some 

strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore 

what these things mean.” 21Now all the Athenians and 

the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in 

nothing except telling or hearing something new. 

 22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: 

“Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are 

very religious. 23For as I passed along and observed the 

objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this 

inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you 

worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God 

who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of 

heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 
25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 

anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and 

breath and everything. 26And he made from one man 

every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the 

earth, having determined allotted periods and the 

boundaries of their dwelling place, 27that they should 

seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way 

toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from 

each one of us, 28for 

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your own poets have said, 

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 
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29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that 

the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image 

formed by the art and imagination of man. 30The times of 

ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all 

people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a 

day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by 

a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:  Psalm 66:8–20; antiphon: v. 8 
8Bless our God, O peoples; 

 let the sound of his praise be heard, 
9who has kept our soul among the living 

 and has not let our feet slip. 
10For you, O God, have tested us; 

 you have tried us as silver is tried. 
11You brought us into the net; 

 you laid a crushing burden on our backs; 
12you let men ride over our heads; 

 we went through fire and through water; 

yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance. 
13I will come into your house with burnt offerings; 

 I will perform my vows to you, 
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14that which my lips uttered 

 and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 
15I will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals, 

 with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams; 

I will make an offering of bulls and goats. 
16Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

 and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 
17I cried to him with my mouth, 

 and high praise was on my tongue. 
18If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, 

 the Lord would not have listened. 
19But truly God has listened; 

 he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
20Blessèd be God, 

 because he has not rejected my prayer 

 or removed his steadfast love from me! 

 

Epistle:  1 Peter 3:13–22 

 13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for 

what is good? 14But even if you should suffer for 

righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of 

them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts regard Christ 

the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 

defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the 

hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and 

respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are 

slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ 
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may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing 

good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 

 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous 

for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being 

put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in 

which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 
20because they formerly did not obey, when God’s 

patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 

being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, 

were brought safely through water. 21Baptism, which 

corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of 

dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 

God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been 

subjected to him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Special Music:                                                “Precious Memories” 
                                                                 Arr. by Ann Habicht 

                                                                       Handbell Choir 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
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Holy Gospel:  John 14:15–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth 

chapter. 

  

 
  

 15[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even 

the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 

him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

 18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 
19Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, 

but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 
20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 

you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has my 

commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. 

And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 

will love him and manifest myself to him.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day: 770 What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus V 1-3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 

Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832–1918 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Sermon: “Love and Obedience” John 14 

 

 
Offering:   “Remembrance” 
                                                                     By Jason W. Krug 

                                                                        Handbell Choir 

                                                            David Collins on piano 
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Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs. 

  

      O Lord, You give us life in Christ. Grant that, having 

been strengthened by Your gifts, we may gladly tell 

others of the hope that we have in You. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
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P Lord God, let Your Spirit be at work through Matthew, 

our Synod president; _____________, our district 

president;_____________, our circuit visitor; and our 

pastor(s), that as they proclaim Your Word, He may 

teach us all things and bring to remembrance all Your 

Son has said to us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord of heaven and earth, You have given the Spirit of 

truth to dwell in us through Holy Baptism. Grant Your 

Spirit’s steadfast guidance, that the feet of this 

congregation and its catechumens may not slip into sin 

and unbelief, but live always in praise of You before the 

world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

  

P Heavenly Father, Your Son in His incarnation took on 

our human flesh and was born of the Virgin Mary. He 

submitted to His mother, honoring and obeying her, so 

fulfilling the commandment where we have not. On this 

Mother’s Day, graciously accept our thanksgiving for 

our mothers, whom You have given to us. Teach us to 

honor them aright — loving, obeying and giving thanks 

for them, as is fitting in Your sight. Strengthen all 

women with child, and give them safe delivery.  



18 

 

     Comfort all women who long to have children but 

cannot, that they may find their consolation in You and 

Your unfailing love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Almighty God, You made from one man all the nations 

of the earth, and still You sustain us. Grant good leaders 

in every land who will seek peace and serve justice. 

Frustrate the causes of evil, violence and oppression. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Listening Lord, You always wait upon the prayers of 

Your people and attend to their cries. [We pray 

especially for _____________.] Inspire us to pray in all 

seasons of life and through all trials, giving us faith in 

Your promise to answer us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.   

  

P We entrust all these petitions to Your care, loving 

Father, confident in Your great mercy for the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is worshiped 

together with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 

to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 
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Announcements 
 

 
Hymn to Depart: 923 Almighty Father, Bless the 
Word V 1-3 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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+ What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 

5:23; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death 

of God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word 

of God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. 

We are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing 

His message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; 

Revelation 20:4-6 

 


