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Our Mission Statement
Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the
Word of God through relationships and personal example.

Welcome Friends & Guests!
We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome
Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card.
Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the
service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand
it directly to an Usher before worship begins.

A Time for Quiet Meditation
As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use
this time for prayer and meditation to prepare your hearts to
worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting
with friends can be done in the narthex area so others will not be
disturbed. Thank you.

Offering
The offering 1s an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by
God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate.
We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you!

Standing
If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit
down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too.

Organist, David Collins « Choir Director, David Ortiz
Pianist, David Collins « Handbell Director, Judy Houston
Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor
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Third Sunday of Easter 4/19/2026

As We Gather
Whether we will admit it or not, many of us are
logophiles, which means that we love words. All of us
have far more words in our vocabularies than we use in
our daily conversation. We know what the words mean
but for some reason we do not say them much. Words
come into and go out of fashion and usage. One of those
words that are not used much anymore 1s gladsome. It
appears in several hymns of the Christmas season and 1s
in the first line of the ancient evening hymn “O
Gladsome Light, O Grace” (LSB 888), which dates back
to the fourth century AD and was originally in the Greek
language. It describes Jesus as being the ultimate
gladsome light with these words: “O gladsome Light, O
Grace of God the Father’s face, eternal splendor
wearing: celestial, holy, blest, our Savior Jesus Christ,
joyful in Thine appearing!” (LSB 888:1). Jesus, the risen
Lord, 1s the light that brings gladness to each hour of the
day. We are blessed in that we can always rejoice in His
brightness!

Call to Worship Chimes

Prelude: “Prelude in F”
By George Frideric Handel
Welcome



Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation: 474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen/V /-5
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Give God the glo - ry! Al -le - Iu - ia!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926-2009

Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922-87

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286

Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286

Invocation

[P] In the name of the Father and of the *}* Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Opening Sentences
[P} Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise
the name of the LORD!

Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth
and forevermore!

[P) From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the
LORD is to be praised!

The LORD is high above all nations, and His glory
above the heavens!

P} I must perform my vows to You, O God; I will render
thank offerings to You.

For You have delivered my soul from death, yes, my
feet from falling, that I may walk before God in the
light of life.

Confession and Absolution

[P] Let us come before God in true repentance, seeking His
mercy and forgiveness.

O God our Father, we admit and confess that we are by
nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned
against You in thought and in word and in deed.

Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.



We confess that we have not lived as Your followers but
have sought to go our own ways in directions that have
not brought glory to You or blessing to others.

Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.

We confess that Your love has not reached others
through us in every situation, admitting with guilt that
there have been times in which we have been loveless,
thoughtless, and judgmental toward others, unwilling to
help our neighbors as we ought.

Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.

We confess that Your will has not been our priority at all
times and that we have not always been defenders of the
weak and helpless in our circle of family, neighbors, and
friends, and beyond.

Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.

We confess that we have not used every opportunity
given to us to witness to the resurrection faith that 1s
ours and have at times been slow to speak of the hope
that 1s ours in Christ.

Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.



Upon this your confession and by the command of our
Lord, I, a called and ordained servant of Christ, forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

May the God of peace sanctify you wholly; and may
your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He
who calls you 1s faithful, and He will do it.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Behold, how good and pleasant it 1s

when brothers dwell in unity!
It 1s like the precious oil on the head, running down on
the beard, on the beard of Aaron,

running down on the collar of his robes!
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the
mountains of Zion!

For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life
forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Behold, how good and pleasant it 1s
when brothers dwell in unity!

Kyrie LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us
pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of
the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to
the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

Gy

— ~——

B N

Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God 1n the highest, and peace to His people on

LSB 154
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther;

re-ceive our prayer.
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day: Easter 3
P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

[P] Let us pray.
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised
up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people,
rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual
gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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A -  men.
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First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 3641
l4Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice
and addressed them, . . .
361 et all the house of Israel therefore know for certain
that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus
whom you crucified.”



3’Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart,
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers,
what shall we do?” 33And Peter said to them, “Repent
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. *For the promise is
for you and for your children and for all who are far off,
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”
40 And with many other words he bore witness and
continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from
this crooked generation.” *!So those who received his
word were baptized, and there were added that day about
three thousand souls.

(A) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 116:1-14; antiphon: v. 5

'T love the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my pleas for mercy.
’Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
3The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.
“Then I called on the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!”
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Epistle:

>Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;

our God 1s merciful.
°The LORD preserves the simple;

when I was brought low, he saved me.
'Return, O my soul, to your rest;

for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.

For you have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears,
my feet from stumbling;
°I will walk before the LORD
in the land of the living.
1T believed, even when I spoke,
“I am greatly afflicted”;
HT said in my alarm,
“All mankind are liars.”

2What shall I render to the LORD
for all his benefits to me?

BT will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD,

41 will pay my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people.

1l Peter 1:17-25

YIf you call on him as Father who judges impartially
according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with
fear throughout the time of your exile, '*knowing that
you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from

11



your forefathers, not with perishable things such as
silver or gold, ""but with the precious blood of Christ,
like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 2°He was
foreknown before the foundation of the world but was
made manifest in the last times for your sake, *'who
through him are believers in God, who raised him from
the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope
are in God.

22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the
truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another
earnestly from a pure heart, *>since you have been born
again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable,
through the living and abiding word of God; **for

“All flesh 1s like grass

and all its glory like the flower of grass.
The grass withers,

and the flower falls,
2Sbut the word of the Lord remains forever.”

And this word 1s the good news that was preached to
youl.

(A] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choir Music: “God is my Shepherd”
By Kerry Pryor & Douglas Nolan
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel: Luke 24:13-35

[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-
fourth chapter.

f)
g |

Y,
Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

3That very day two of them were going to a village
named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem,
“and they were talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. >While they were talking and
discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went
with them. '°But their eyes were kept from recognizing
him. '”And he said to them, “What is this conversation
that you are holding with each other as you walk?”” And
they stood still, looking sad. '*Then one of them, named
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have
happened there in these days?” '°And he said to them,
“What things?”
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And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a
man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people, *’and how our chief priests and
rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and
crucified him. 2'But we had hoped that he was the one to
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it 1s now the
third day since these things happened. >*Moreover, some
women of our company amazed us. They were at the
tomb early in the morning, >*and when they did not find
his body, they came back saying that they had even seen
a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. **Some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it
just as the women had said, but him they did not see.”

25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart
to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 2°Was it not
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and
enter into his glory?” 2’ And beginning with Moses and
all the Prophets, he interpreted to them 1in all the

Scriptures the things concerning himself.

28S0 they drew near to the village to which they were
going. He acted as if he were going farther, *’but they
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is
toward evening and the day 1s now far spent.” So he
went in to stay with them. **When he was at table with
them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and
gave it to them. 3'And their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him. And he vanished from their sight.
32They said to each other,

14



“Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us
on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?”
33And they rose that same hour and returned to
Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who
were with them gathered together, **saying, “The Lord
has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” **Then
they told what had happened on the road, and how he
was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

[P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
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who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to
the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I+ of the world to come. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day: 633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We
Sing V1-4
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1 At the Lamb’s high  feast we sing Praise to
2 Praise we Him, whose love di - vine Gives His
3 Where the pas - chal  blood is poured, Death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, Pas - chal
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-le - lu - ial
Christ the  vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al -le - lu - 1al
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-1le - lu - ial
Eat we man-na from a-bove. Al-le - lu - ial

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-68, alt.
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon: “Roady to Revelation” Luke 24

Offering: “Fughetta”
By Gottlieb Muffat

Offer;tory LSB 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je -

Prayer of the Church

P)

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ

ru - sa-lem.

Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

God of all compassion, Your Spirit opens the Holy
Scriptures to the hearts of Your people. Enlighten us

by the resurrection light that never fades, that our

hearts may burn 1n faith toward You. Lord, in Your

mercy,

hear our prayer.

Blessed Lord, You have established Your Church so
that Your promise of eternal life might be delivered
to us, to our children and to all who are far off — to
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to Himself.
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Grant us faithful pastors to proclaim repentance and
forgiveness through Word and Sacrament. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, grant that Your Word may be the foundation
of every Christian home; that husbands and wives
may be united in faith and hope; and that children
may hear and be nurtured in this Word by faithful
parents. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, stifle the powers of darkness and end
the reign of war, violence and terror. Give leaders
who will seek peace and work for the common good.
Instill in them a love of righteousness, and guide
them in the pursuit of justice for all. Bless

, our president; the Congress of the
United States; , our governor; all
state and local officials; all medical and emergency
workers; and all members of the armed forces. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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O God, You have not forgotten us in our afflictions or
abandoned us in our weakness. Deliver the sick and
suffering according to Your will, and give comfort to
the dying, especially to those who have requested our
prayers [including /. Guard us
against despair, and grant us patience in days of
trouble as we await Your perfect healing. Lord, in

Y our mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful Lord, Your compassion is made known to
us through Your Son’s breaking of the bread. Open
our hearts and mouths to receive forgiveness in the
body and blood of Christ, who suffered for us and has
entered into His glory. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, through the life, death and
resurrection of Your Son, You have delivered our
souls from death, our eyes from tears and our feet
from stumbling. Comfort all who mourn with this
truth, that they may not grieve as others do who have
no such hope. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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[P) These things and whatever else You know that we
need, kind Father, grant us for the sake of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Our Belief Concerning the Lord's Supper
(Communion Confession spoken together)

In celebrating the Lord's Supper we recognize the
Biblical teaching that this is not merely a representation
of Christ, but the real presence of His Body, and His
Blood in the bread and the wine. We also recognize that
in the Supper we receive forgiveness of sins, strength
and unity with fellow confessing and communing
Christians.

Preface LSB 160
P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P] Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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[P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

[P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and 1n all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially
are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious
resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal
Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His
rising again He has restored to us everlasting life.
Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and
with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Heav-en and earth are  full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P)] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered 1n the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

P)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this 1s My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of 1t, all of you; this cup 1s the new testament in
My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P]
P]

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving
us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead
us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb,
Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into
heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us 1n Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it Is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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A - men.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Special Music: “Speak and We Will Hear”
By Joseph M. Martin & Jimbo Steven’s

Distribution Hymn

Thank the Lord LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
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men.

Benediction LSB 166
[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and 1+ give you
peace.
'b I
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A - men.
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Announcements
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Hyml;l to Depart: 912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone V1I-3
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1 Christ is our <cor - ner - stone, On Him a - lone we build;
2 Here may we gain from heav’n The grace which we im - plore,
A 3 Oh, then, with hymns of  praise These hal - lowed courts shall ring;
f) . . .
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With His true saints a - lone The courts of heav’'n are filled. On His
And may that grace, once giv'n, Be with us ev - er-more Un - til
Our voic-es we will raise The Three in One to sing And thus
IQ = X0 ; I i I ! e 77 = @0
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great love Our hopes we place Of pres-ent grace And joys a - bove.

that day When all the blest To end-less rest Are called a - way.

pro - claim In joy - ful song, Both loud and long, That glo-rious name.
Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.

Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89
Text and tune: Public domain
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+ What We Believe +

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true
God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John
5:23; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in
heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all.
Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36.

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death
of God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father
no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace
again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy,
and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36, 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John
2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21.

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word
of God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His
family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6, I Corinthians 12:3.

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins,
and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6,; Acts 22:16, Galatians 3:27,
1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13.

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens
our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily
rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak
with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’
name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25.

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is
really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus
often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian
life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians
11:23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16.

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2
Timothy 3:16.

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and
unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33.:6.

2" Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24.
We are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing
His message of love. [ Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20;
Revelation 20:4-6
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