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Our Mission Statement
Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the
Word of God through relationships and personal example.

Welcome Friends & Guests!
We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome
Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card.
Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the
service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand
it directly to an Usher before worship begins.

A Time for Quiet Meditation
As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use
this time for prayer and meditation to prepare your hearts to
worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting
with friends can be done in the narthex area so others will not be
disturbed. Thank you.

Offering
The offering 1s an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by
God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate.
We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you!

Standing
If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit
down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too.
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Third Sunday in Lent 03/08/2026

As We Gather
We seldom seek to be overlooked, except when we are
guilty of something. But in the Passover, God passed
over the Israelites’ sins, and He continues to do that for
us. Christ 1s the Lamb of God, and His sacrifice is good
for us. We do not want to be overlooked! In fact, in
Jesus’ parable, the faithful servants are those who dare
not let any opportunity for profit be overlooked. What
would you want God to overlook, or see, in your life?

Call to Worship Chimes
Prelude: “Go to Dark Gethsemane”
Arr. by Lauren Delancy
Handbell Choir
Welcome

Confession and Absolution



Hymn of Invocation: 763 When Peace, like a River V
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It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-88, alt.
Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-76

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation

[P) In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the
Holy Spirtit.

Amen.

Confession and Absolution

[P} Blessed are those who dwell in Your house ever singing
Your praise!

Blessed are those whose strength is in You, in whose
hearts are the highways to Zion.
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[P)

Silence for meditation and reflection.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended
You and justly deserved Your punishment now and
forever. But I am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me,
a poor, sinful being. Forgive me all my sins and grant
me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend
my sinful life.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son *I+ and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

May He who began this good work within you bring it to
completion on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.



Service of the Word
Introit

Blessed are those whose strength is 1n you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
How lovely 1s your dwelling place,
O LORD of hosts!
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest
for herself, where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house,
ever singing your praise!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Blessed are those whose strength 1s in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

Kyrie LSB 186
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.



Salutation and Collect of the Day: Lent 3
(P) TPe Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

P) Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it 1s always to have mercy, be
gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways
and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast
faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of
Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading: Exodus 17:1-7

LAll the congregation of the people of Israel moved on
from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the
commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim,
but there was no water for the people to drink.
’Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said,
“Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them,
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the
LORD?” *But the people thirsted there for water, and the
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people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you
bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and
our livestock with thirst?”” *So Moses cried to the LORD,
“What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready
to stone me.” >And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on
before the people, taking with you some of the elders of
Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you
struck the Nile, and go. ®Behold, I will stand before you
there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock,
and water shall come out of it, and the people will
drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of
Israel. ’And he called the name of the place Massah and
Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of
Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is
the LORD among us or not?”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 95:1-9; antiphon: v. 6

!Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
’Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
3For the LORD is a great God,

and a great King above all gods.



In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
>The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands formed the dry land.

°0Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
"For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.
Today, if you hear his voice,
8do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
"when your fathers put me to the test
and put me to the proof, though they had seen my
work.

Epistle: Romans 5:1-8
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
>Through him we have also obtained access by faith into
this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of
the glory of God. *More than that, we rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,
*and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, “and hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
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For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ
died for the ungodly. "For one will scarcely die for a
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one
would dare even to die— ®but God shows his love for us
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

(A] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music: “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross”

Arr. by Lauren Delancy
Handbell Choir

Holy Gospel: John 4:5-26
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth
chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

°[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near
the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. ®Jacob’s
well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his
journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the
sixth hour.



"There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus
said to her, “Give me a drink.” ®(For his disciples had
gone away into the city to buy food.) °The Samaritan
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a
drink from me, a woman of Samaria?”

(For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) '“Jesus
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
that 1s saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have
asked him, and he would have given you living water.”
''"The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to
draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get
that living water? '?Are you greater than our father
Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as
did his sons and his livestock.” *Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again,
but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him
will never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give
him will become in him a spring of water welling up to
eternal life.” "The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this
water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here
to draw water.”

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come
here.” '"The woman answered him, “I have no husband.”
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no
husband’; '*for you have had five husbands, and the one
you now have is not your husband. What you have said
is true.” ®The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that
you are a prophet.
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200ur fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say
that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to
worship.” ?!Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the
hour 1s coming when neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem will you worship the Father.

22Y ou worship what you do not know; we worship what
we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 2*But the hour
1s coming, and 1s now here, when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father
is seeking such people to worship him. **God is spirit,
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” 2The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah
1s coming (he who i1s called Christ). When he comes, he
will tell us all things.” **Jesus said to her, “I who speak
to you am he.”

[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: 419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee

0 .
% Ih | l | I | ] I |
SEE e
1 Sav - ior, when in dust to Thee Low we bow thea -
2 By Thy  help - less in - fant years, By Thy Ilife of
3 By Thine hour of dire de - spair, By Thine ag - o -
4 By Thy deep ex - pir - ing groan, By the sad se -
0 . i .
(> ' I i ) | i i
B = e « o
dor - ing knee; When, re - pen - tant, to the skies
want and tears, By Thy days of deep dis - tress
ny of prayer, By the cross, the nail, the thorn,

pul - chral stone, By the vault whose dark a - bode
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Scarce we lift our weep-ing eyes; O, by all  Thy
In the sav - age wil - der - ness, By the dread, mys -
Pierc - ing  spear, and tor - turing scorn, By the gloom that
Held 1in vain the ris - ing  God, O, from earth to
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pains and woe Suf-fered once for us be - low, Bend - ing
te - rious hour Of thein-sult-ing tempt-er’s pow’r, Turn, O
veiled the skies O’er the dread-ful sac - 11 - fice, Lis - ten
heav’n re - stored, Might-y, re - as - cend-ed Lord, Bend - ing
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from Thy throne on high, Hear our pen -1 - ten-tial cry!
turn a fa - vring eye; Hear our pen -1 - ten-tial cry!
to our hum - ble sigh; Hear our pen -1 - ten-tial cry!
from Thy throne on high, Hear our pen -1 - ten-tial cry!

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.

Tune: Joseph Parry, 1841-1903
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon: “Mercy at the Well”

Offering:

Offertory

John 4

“0O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”
Arr.by Lloyd Larson
Handbell Choir

Accompanied by David Collins on piano

LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church
[P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus
and for all people according to their needs.

Lord of hosts, Your ancient people worshiped You in
Jerusalem, and in Christ You are now worshiped among
all nations. Grant us faithful hearts to worship in spirit
and truth, that many would come to know You in Your
Word and Sacrament. Lord, in Y our mercy,

hear our prayer.

P] O God, You led Your ancient people by the hand of
Moses and Aaron. Lead us through the wilderness of this
world by the hand of faithful pastors, that we would be
refreshed by the living water flowing from the stricken
side of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Lord of all, You bestow Your riches on all who call
upon You. Bless parents with all wisdom as they teach
their children Your ways, that all in the household may
confess with their mouths that Jesus 1s Lord. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, preserve our nation, and prosper the
cause of justice in this land. Guide and grant Your
wisdom to Donald, our president; the Congress of the
United States; , our governor; and all
elected and appointed civil servants. Grant us peace
among the nations, and watch over those who protect us
in the armed forces of our land. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O great Physician of body and soul, by Your Word and
Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need,
sickness or adversity [especially /. Hold
them all in Your almighty hands and bring them
consolation. Heal them according to Y our gracious will,
and give us all grace to accept and bear our crosses with
faith in You, that we would always be prepared to depart
this life in faith and come to Your heavenly home. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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[P} Merciful God, grant us safe haven at Your altar, that we
who bear the weight of this world and its sorrows would
always long for Your courts and the blessings You have
prepared for those who sing Your praise. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

P} Almighty Lord, to You all hearts are open and all sins
are known. Strengthen our hearts by Your grace, that we
who daily sin much would make confession boldly and
then joyfully receive Your precious word of absolution.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P) These and whatever other things You would have us ask
of You, O God, grant us for the sake of Jesus Christ,
Your only Son, our Lord and Savior, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer 196
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
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and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Salutation LSB 201
[P The Lord be with you.
01,
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202

Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give

you p€ace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Announcements

Hymn to Depart: 918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer
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Hold me with Thy pow’r - ful  hand. Bread of heav - en,
Lead me all my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - ’rer,
Land me safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs of prais - es,
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bread of heav - en, Feed me till I want no
strong de - liv - ’rer, Be Thou still my strength and
songs of prais - es I will ev - er give to
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more; Feed me tll | want no  more.
shield; Be Thou still my strength and shield.
Thee; I will ev - er give to  Thee.

Text: William Williams, 1717-91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722-96, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. William Williams, 1717-91
Tune: John Hughes, 1873-1932
Text and tune: Public domain
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+ What We Believe +

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true
God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John
5:23; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in
heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all.
Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36.

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death
of God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father
no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace
again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy,
and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36, 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John
2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21.

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word
of God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His
family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6, I Corinthians 12:3.

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins,
and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6,; Acts 22:16, Galatians 3:27,
1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13.

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens
our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily
rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak
with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’
name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25.

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is
really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus
often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian
life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians
11:23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16.

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2
Timothy 3:16.

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and
unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33.:6.

2" Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24.
We are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing
His message of love. [ Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20;
Revelation 20:4-6
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