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Our Mission Statement
Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the
Word of God through relationships and personal example.

Welcome Friends & Guests!
We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome
Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card.
Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the
service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand
it directly to an Usher before worship begins.

A Time for Quiet Meditation
As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use
this time for prayer and meditation to prepare your hearts to
worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting
with friends can be done in the narthex area so others will not be
disturbed. Thank you.

Offering
The offering 1s an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by
God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate.
We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you!

Standing
If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit
down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too.
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The Good News of a God Who Sends a Deliverer

As We Gather
Today we see the similarities and the contrasts between
Moses and Jesus. Both are God’s servants, but only
Jesus 1s willing and able to save us. We will hear of
Moses’ unwillingness to serve and save many people,
even with the signs God provided. But Jesus, our Lord,
1s willing to do all that is necessary for all of us to be
embraced by God’s love. Jesus Christ came, delivered
us, and set us free.

Call to Worship Chimes

Prelude: “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”
Arr. by David Paxton

Welcome
Hymn: 427 In the Cross of Christ | Glor V1-4
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I In the cross of Christ I glo - ry, Tow’r - ing
2 When the woes of life o’er - take me, Hopes de -
3 When the sun of bliss 1s beam - ing Light and

4 Bane and bless - ing, pain and plea - sure By the
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ceive, and fears an - noy, Nev - er shall the cross for -
love up - on my way, From the cross the ra - diance
cross are sanc - ti - fied; Peace is there that knows no
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sto - 1y Gath - ers round its head sub - lime.
sake  me; Lo, it glows with  peace and  joy.
stream -ing Adds more lus - ter to the  day.
mea - sure, Joys that through all time a - bide.
Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815-67
Text and tune: Public domain
Psalm Psalm 25:1-5

To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in You I trust;
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let me not be put to shame;
let not my enemies exult over me.
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Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame;
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
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Make me to know Your ways, O LORD; teach me Y our
paths.

Lead me in Your truth and teach me,
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for You are the God of my salvation;
for You I wait all the day long.
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First Reading: Genesis 22:1-14

I After these things God tested Abraham and said to
him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am 1.” *He said,
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love,
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall
tell you.” *So Abraham rose early in the morning,
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with
him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the
burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which
God had told him. “On the third day Abraham lifted up
his eyes and saw the place from afar. °Then Abraham
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and
the boy will go over there and worship and come again
to you.” ®’And Abraham took the wood of the burnt
offering and laid 1t on Isaac his son. And he took in his
hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them
together. "And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My
father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said,
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where 1s the lamb for
a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for
himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they
went both of them together.

When they came to the place of which God had told
him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood 1n
order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar,
on top of the wood. °Then Abraham reached out his
hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.
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'1But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven
and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am
[.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him, for now I know that you fear God,
seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son,
from me.” > And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked,
and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by
his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. *So
Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will
provide”’; as it 1s said to this day, “On the mount of the
LORD it shall be provided.”

(L] O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:8-19
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go
out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance.
And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By
faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a
foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs
with him of the same promise. !°For he was looking
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer
and builder is God. !'By faith Sarah herself received
power to concelve, even when she was past the age,
since she considered him faithful who had promised.
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2Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead,
were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven
and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.

BThese all died in faith, not having received the things
promised, but having seen them and greeted them from
afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers
and exiles on the earth. *For people who speak thus
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. '°If they
had been thinking of that land from which they had gone
out, they would have had opportunity to return. '°But as
it 1s, they desire a better country, that 1s, a heavenly one.
Therefore God 1s not ashamed to be called their God, for
he has prepared for them a city.

"By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up
Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the
act of offering up his only son, '®of whom it was said,
“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” "He
considered that God was able even to raise him from the

dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive
him back.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Reading: Matthew 17:14-21
*And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to

him and, kneeling before him, '’said, “Lord, have mercy
on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly.
For often he falls into the fire, and often into the water.
And I brought him to your disciples, and they could not
heal him.” 7 And Jesus answered, “O faithless and
twisted generation, how long am I to be with you? How
long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.”
18 And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of
him, and the boy was healed instantly. '°Then the
disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could
we not cast it out?” ?“He said to them, “Because of your
little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a
grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,
‘Move from here to there,” and it will move, and nothing
will be 1impossible for you.”

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 25:12—15
P} Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast
love,

for they have been from of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth or my
transgressions;



according to Your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD!

Good and upright 1s the LORD;

therefore He instructs sinners in the way.

He leads the humble in what is right,

and teaches the humble His way.

faithfulness,

All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and

for those who keep His covenant and His testimonies.

For Your name’s sake, O LORD,

pardon my guilt, for it is great.

Hymn: 440 Jesus, | Will Ponder Now V1-4
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l1Je - sus, I will pon-der now On Your ho - ly pas - sion;
2 Make me see Your great dis-tress, An - guish, and af - flic - tion,
3 Yet, O Lord, not thus a-lone Make me see Your pas - sion,
4 Grant that I Your pas-sion view With re - pen - tant griev - ing.
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With  Your Spir - it me en - dow For such med - i - ta-tion.
Bonds and stripes and wretch-ed - ness And Your cru - ci - fix-ion;
But its cause to me make known And its ter - mi - na-tion.
Let me not bringshame to  You By un - ho - ly liv-ing.
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Grant that I in love and faith May the 1im-age cher - ish
Make me see how scourge and rod, Spear and nails did wound You,
Ah! I al-so and my sin Wrought Your deep af - flic - tion;
How could I re - fuse to shun Ev - ’ry sin-ful plea- sure
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Of  Your suf-f’ring, pain, and death That I may not per - ish.

How for them You died, O God, Who with thorns had crowned You.

This in-deed the causehas been Of Your cru - ci - fix - ion.

Since for me God’s on-1ly Son Suf-fered with - out mea - sure?
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615
Text and tune: Public domain

Message "God's Grand Story"

Offering: “On Wings of Living Light”
By Raymond H. Haan

Offertory LSB 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
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Prayers

[P)

P)

Let us pray for all people who are unsure of God’s
hearing their prayers.

Hear their cries, O Lord, grant them courage as You
accompany, and answer them speedily.

Let us ask God to strengthen the faith of those who only
recently have known Him.

Reveal Yourself gently to them, Lord Jesus, through
the caring of Your church.

Let us pray for those who feel trapped by circumstances
beyond their control.

Assure them that You know their dilemma and that
the deliverer has come: Jesus, our Savior and Lord.

Let us pray for all who fear God’s punishment.

Show them mercy, O Lord, as You passed over Your
Old Testament people. Grant them peace through
Your presence.

Let us pray for all who know no good ways to turn, are
unsure of the truth, and await only their deaths.

Tell them again, Lord Jesus, that You alone are the
way, and the truth, and the life.
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Finally, let us pray for all who are tired from opposition
in the world around them and from their own conflicts
within themselves.

Awaken in them a sense of Your accompanying them
on their journey until that day when they and we join
those who have gone before us at Your heavenly
banquet hall.

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength.
By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities
that may happen to the body and from all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good
counsels, and all just works,

give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended
from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness;

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it Is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

o

salm
Who is the man who fears the LORD?

Him will He instruct in the way that he should
choose.
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His soul shall abide in well-being,
and his offspring shall inherit the land.
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The friendship of the LORD is for those who fear Him,
and He makes known to them His covenant.
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My eyes are ever toward the LORD,
for He will pluck my feet out of the net.
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Benediction

[P} The blessing of God Almighty—the Father, who sent
His Son; the Son, who 1s our Deliverer; and the Holy
Spirit, who has worked faith in our hearts—bless you
now and forever.

Amen.

Hymn: 917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We

V1-4
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1 Sav - ior, a - gain to Thy dear name we raise
2 Grant us Thy peace up - on our home - ward way;
3 Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the com - ing night;
4 Grant us Thy peace through - out our earth - ly life,
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With  one ac - cord our part - ing hymn of praise;
With  Thee be - gan, with Thee shall end, the day.
Turn  Thou for us its dark - ness in - to light.
Our balm in SOr - row and our stay in strife;
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Once more we  bless Thee ere our wor - ship cease,
Guard Thou the lips  from sin, the hearts from shame,
From harm and dan - ger keep Thy chil - dren free;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our con - flict cease,
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Then, low - ly  bend - ing, wait Thy word of peace.
That in this house have called up - on Thy  name.
For dark and light are both a - like to Thee.
Call us, O Lord, to Thine e - ter - nal peace.

Text: John Ellerton, 1826-93

Tune: Edward J. Hopkins, 1818-1901
Text and tune: Public domain
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Dismissal

P} Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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+ What We Believe +

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true
God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John
5:23; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in
heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all.
Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36.

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death
of God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father
no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace
again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy,
and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36, 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John
2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21.

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word
of God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His
family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6, I Corinthians 12:3.

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins,
and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6,; Acts 22:16, Galatians 3:27,
1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13.

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens
our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily
rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak
with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’
name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25.

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is
really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus
often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian
life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians
11:23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16.

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2
Timothy 3:16.

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and
unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33.:6.

2" Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24.
We are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing
His message of love. [ Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20;
Revelation 20:4-6
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