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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use 

this time for prayer and meditation to prepare your hearts to 

worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting 

with friends can be done in the narthex area so others will not be 

disturbed. Thank you. 
Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 
 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 
 

Organist, David Collins • Choir Director, David Ortiz 
Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 

 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Pastor  ...................................................................................... Pastor Dwayne Hendricks 
Elder  .................................................................................... Tim Hartnett & Richard Kuhn 
Ushers .............................................................................  Michael Griggs & Bryant Arnold 
Reader .......................................................................................................  Ken Campbell 
Greeters  ......................................................................................... Kathy & Terry Vergon 
Altar Circle ..........................................................................  Linda Hartnett & Barb Kraley 
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Second Sunday in Lent 3/01/2026 
 

As We Gather 
Today we see the similarities and the contrasts between 

Moses and Jesus. Both are God’s servants, but only 

Jesus is willing and able to save us. We will hear of 

Moses’ unwillingness to serve and save many people, 

even with the signs God provided. But Jesus, our Lord, 

is willing to do all that is necessary for all of us to be 

embraced by God’s love. Jesus Christ came, delivered 

us, and set us free. 

 
Call to Worship                                                         Chimes 

 

Prelude:                  “Prelude and Fugue in E Minor” 
                                                                  By John A. Behnke                                                         

 
Welcome 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Hymn of Invocation: 434 Lamb of God, Pure and 
Holy V 1-3 
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P From where does my help come? 

C My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven 

and earth. 

  

P The LORD will preserve your going out and your coming 

in, 

C from this time forth and forevermore. 

  

Silence for meditation and reflection. 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your punishment now and 

forever. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, 

a poor, sinful being. Forgive me all my sins and grant 

me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend 

my sinful life. 

  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  

P May He who began this good work within you bring it to 

completion on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
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Introit 

He remembers his covenant forever, 

 the word that he commanded, for a thousand 

generations. 

Seek the LORD and his strength; 

 seek his presence continually! 

Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 

 his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 

O offspring of Abraham, his servant, 

 children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

He is the LORD our God; 

 his judgments are in all the earth. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

He remembers his covenant forever, 

 the word that he commanded, for a thousand 

generations. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day: Lent 2 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

      O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. 

By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities 

that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts 

that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 12:1–9 

 1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and 

your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I 

will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, 

and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 

you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, 

and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 

the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot 

went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when 

he departed from Haran. 
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 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s 

son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and 

the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set 

out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the 

land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to the 

place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the 

Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD appeared to 

Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this 

land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had 

appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill 

country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 

Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built 

an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the 

LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the 

Negeb. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:  Psalm 121; antiphon: v. 8 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

 From where does my help come? 
2My help comes from the LORD, 

 who made heaven and earth. 
3He will not let your foot be moved; 

 he who keeps you will not slumber. 
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4Behold, he who keeps Israel 

 will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5The LORD is your keeper; 

 the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
6The sun shall not strike you by day, 

 nor the moon by night. 
7The LORD will keep you from all evil; 

 he will keep your life. 
8The LORD will keep 

 your going out and your coming in 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

 

Epistle:  Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 

 1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our 

forefather according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was 

justified by works, he has something to boast about, but 

not before God. 3For what does the Scripture say? 

“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 

righteousness.” 4Now to the one who works, his wages 

are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one 

who does not work but trusts him who justifies the 

ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as 

David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom 

God counts righteousness apart from works: 
7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

 and whose sins are covered; 
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8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not 

count his sin.” . . . 

 13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he 

would be heir of the world did not come through the law 

but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 

and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but 

where there is no law there is no transgression. 

 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the 

promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 

offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to 

the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the 

father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the 

father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in 

whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 

into existence the things that do not exist. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir Anthem:                        “Lord Remember Me” 
                                                    Arr. by Douglas E. Wagner 
 

 
  



10 

 

Holy Gospel:  John 3:1–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

  

 
  

 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named 

Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus 

by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs 

that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered 

him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again 

he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to 

him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 

enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be 

born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 

enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 

spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 

born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you 

hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from 

or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of 

the Spirit.” 

 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and 

yet you do not understand these things?                
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11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, 

and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not 

receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things 

and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 

heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven 

except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  
14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 

so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 

believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
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     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to 

the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 
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     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
708 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart V 1-3 
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Text: Martin Schalling, 1532–1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Zwey Bücher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon: “Born Again” John 3 
 

 
Offering:                     “Take My Life, and Let It Be” 
                                                                 Arr. by Wilbur Held 

 

Offertory LSB 192 
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Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For faith to fix our eyes on the Son of Man and to turn 

from the things of the flesh, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all pastors, that they would patiently teach the faith 

to all who question the way of salvation, in this and 

every generation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all fathers, who are given the calling to hand down 

the faith, that their hearts would be filled with the words 

of Christ; and that they would show forth His mercy, let 

us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For Donald, our president; _____________, our 

governor; the Congress of the United States; the 

legislature of this state; and all who make, administer 

and judge our laws, that we would preserve our liberty 

and use its gift wisely in the pursuit of justice and for the 

welfare of all people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the people of God in their sorrows and sicknesses, 

[especially _____________,] that Christ would sustain 

them in their afflictions, comfort them in the hour of 

death and raise up the dead according to His gracious 

promise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For faith to hear the word of Jesus; to trust in His death 

on the cross; and to receive His body and blood for 

forgiveness, life and salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For faith, that like Abraham we may delight in the 

Lord’s promise kept in Christ; and for the Holy Spirit, 

that we may witness to His name and carry His Gospel 

to every place and people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P All these things and whatever else You know that we 

need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and 

rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Our Belief Concerning the Lord's Supper 

(Communion Confession spoken together) 

 

C In celebrating the Lord's Supper we recognize the 

Biblical teaching that this is not merely a representation 

of Christ, but the real presence of His Body, and His 

Blood in the bread and the wine. We also recognize that 

in the Supper we receive forgiveness of sins, strength 

and unity with fellow confessing and communing 

Christians. 

 
 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
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P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and 

gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed 

hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the 

paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
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      In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Special Music:            “As We Gather at Your Table” 
                                                            Arr. by K. Lee Scott 

                                                                                        Choir 

 

Distribution Hymn 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

      We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

       The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 

unto you. 

       The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give 

you peace. 

 
 

Announcements 
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Hymn to Depart: 437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed
 V 1-5 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: Hugh Wilson, 1764–1824 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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+ What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 

5:23; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death 

of God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word 

of God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. 

We are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing 

His message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; 

Revelation 20:4-6 

 


