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Our Mission Statement
Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the
Word of God through relationships and personal example.

Welcome Friends & Guests!
We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome
Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card.
Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the
service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand
it directly to an Usher before worship begins.

A Time for Quiet Meditation
As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use
this time for prayer and meditation to prepare your hearts to
worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting
with friends can be done in the narthex area so others will not be
disturbed. Thank you.

Offering
The offering 1s an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by
God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate.
We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you!

Standing
If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit
down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too.
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First Sunday in Lent 2/22/2026

As We Gather
We pray, but at times God seems distant. Today we hear
the Good News that God has come down to us as Jesus,
who calls Himself “I am,” the name Moses was to use.
Jesus is God, in whom all of God dwells bodily, Paul
writes. In His Son, our heavenly Father made lavish
promises: to Abraham, “In you shall all the nations be
blessed” (Galatians 3:8), and to us, who belong to Christ,
“If you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring,
heirs according to promise” (Galatians 3:29). God has
revealed Himself in our Savior, Jesus, by His wondrous
love.

Call to Worship Chimes

Prelude:

Welcome

Confession and Absolution



Hymn of Invocation: 420 Christ, the Life of All the
Living V1-4
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1 Christ, the life of all the liv - ing, Christ, the death of
2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast tak - en on Thee Bonds and stripes, a
3 Thou hast borne the smit-ing on - ly That my wounds might
4 Heart-less scof - fers did sur-round Thee, Treat - ing Thee with
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death, our foe, Who, Thy - self for me once giv - ing
cru - el rod; Pain and scorn were heaped up - on  Thee,
all be whole; Thou hast suf - fered, sad and lone - ly,
shame-ful scorn And with pierc - ing thorns they crowned Thee.
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To the dark - est depths of woe: Through Thy suf - f’rings,
O Thou sin - less Son of God! Thus didst Thou my
Rest to give my wea - ry soul;  Yea, the curse of
All  dis - grace Thou, Lord, hast borne, That as Thine Thou
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death, and mer - it I e - ter - nal life 1in - her - it.
soul de - liv - er From the bonds of sin for - ev - er
God en - dur - ing, Bless-ing un - to me se - cur - ing.
might - est own me And with heav’'n - ly glo - ry crown me.
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.

Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.

Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.

Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-81; (sts. 1-2): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 3-4): tr. Evangelical
Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St. Louis

Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain



Invocation

[P)

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences

[P)
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As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.
I have come down to deliver them.

If anyone keeps My word, he will never see death.
In [Christ] the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.

Our help 1s in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.

onfession and Absolution

I acknowledged my sin to You.
I did not cover up my iniquity.

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.”
And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for meditation and reflection.



[P)

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended
You and justly deserved Your punishment now and
forever. But I am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me,
a poor, sinful being. Forgive me all my sins and grant
me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend
my sinful life.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son *I+ and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

May He who began this good work within you bring it to

completion on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Service of the Word



Introit

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with
him 1n trouble;
I will rescue him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.
Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
no plague come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the adder;
the young lion and the serpent you will trample
underfoot.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with
him 1n trouble;
I will rescue him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.



Kyrie LSB 186
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer - cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.

Salutation and Collect of the Day: Lent 1
P T%le Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

P) Let us pray.
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the
wilderness and brought them to the promised land.
Guide the people of Your Church that following our
Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this
world toward the glory of the world to come; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading: Genesis 3:1-21

"Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast
of the field that the LORD God had made.

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You
shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” ?And the
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of
the trees in the garden, *but God said, ‘You shall not eat
of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden,
neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” “But the serpent
said to the woman, “You will not surely die. °For God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” ®So
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and
ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was
with her, and he ate. 'Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves
loincloths.

8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in
the garden 1n the cool of the day, and the man and his
wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called
to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” '°’And he
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.”

8



''He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have
you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to
eat?” '“The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” *Then
the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you
have done?”” The woman said, “The serpent deceived
me, and I ate.”

“The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15T will put enmity between you and the woman,

and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

16To the woman he said,

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.

Your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you.”

7And to Adam he said,

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree

9



of which I commanded you,
“You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of 1t all the days of your life;
¥thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was
the mother of all living. >! And the LORD God made for
Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed
them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 32:1-7; antiphon: v. 7a

Blesséd is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
’Blesséd is the man against whom the LORD counts no
iniquity,
and in whose spirit there 1s no deceit.
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SFor when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.

*For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

°I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not cover my iniquity;

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Therefore let everyone who is godly

offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely 1n the rush of great waters,

they shall not reach him.
"You are a hiding place for me;

you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

Epistle: Romans 5:12—19
2Therefore, just as sin came into the world through

one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to
all men because all sinned— "*for sin indeed was in the
world before the law was given, but sin is not counted
where there is no law. '*Yet death reigned from Adam to
Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who
was to come.
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ISBut the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many
died through one man’s trespass, much more have the
grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one
man Jesus Christ abounded for many. '°And the free gift
is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation,
but the free gift following many trespasses brought
justification. !"If, because of one man’s trespass, death
reigned through that one man, much more will those
who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus
Christ.

¥Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all
men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification
and life for all men. ""For as by the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one
man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth
chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
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!Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted by the devil. 2And after fasting forty days
and forty nights, he was hungry. >And the tempter came
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command
these stones to become loaves of bread.” “But he
answered, “It 1s written,

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of

God.””

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on
the pinnacle of the temple ®and said to him, “If you are
the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it 1s written,

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and

“‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”

"Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not
put the Lord your God to the test.”” 8Again, the devil
took him to a very high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their glory. >And he said
to him, “All these I will give you, 1f you will fall down
and worship me.” °Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone,
Satan! For it 1s written,

““You shall worship the Lord your God
and him only shall you serve.””

13



'"Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and
were ministering to him.

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: 418 O Lord, throughout These
Fort¥) Days
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for our sin, And free us from  our past.
skill and trust In God’s e - ter - nal Word.
ny  our - selves, Since we have known God’s love.
Eas - ter dawns, We join in heav - en’s praise.

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930-2024

Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286
Tune: Public domain

Sermon: Guest Pastor, Rev. Paul Ferguson (CHN)
Offering:
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Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church
[P} Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus
and for all people according to their needs.

O Lord, in the midst of this life we are beset by many
temptations. Fix our eyes on our Lord Jesus, who bore
temptation for us and resisted to the point of death, and
bring us through the evils of this fallen world to dwell
with You forever. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P} Almighty God, You take no pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but desire that they turn from evil and live. Give
pastors courage to warn of sin and death.
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Give all Christians strength to defend that message. Turn
sinners to life by the proclamation of Christ, who
delivers from all unrighteousness. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, preserve all catechumens and their
teachers, all children and their parents, and every
Christian home from the assaults of the evil one. As
Your Son overcame Satan in the desert by the Word of
God, so also give us the victory through Christ and His
Word. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, You have established earthly authorities to
punish evil and praise those who do good. Grant our
rulers humble hearts to resist the allure of power and to
worship You alone. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful Father, though we deserve nothing of Your
kindness, You have shown Yourself to be the strength of
the weak, the healer of the sick and the hope of those
who mourn. Hear us on behalf of those who are troubled
in mind or body, the dying and those who grieve
[especially /.
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Sustain them through their afflictions and pain, heal them
according to Your gracious will and deliver them at the
last to everlasting life in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You covered the shame of our first
parents with animal skin and thereby foreshadowed the
perfect sacrifice of Your Son’s blood by which we are
cleansed and clothed. Give us the garments of
repentance and faith, that we may receive Your Son’s
body and blood for the forgiveness of all our sins. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful Father, though You gave us stewardship of
Your good creation, we love the gifts more than the
giver. Save us from trusting in our possessions more
than in Your Son. Teach us to use what You have
provided to help those in need and to relieve the poor,
the unemployed and the oppressed. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

18



P} Lord God, heavenly Father, You have given us a refuge
from the world in the Body of Christ. Protect us from all
evils of body and soul, that we would find rest in this life
and eternal rest in Your heavenly embrace; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it Is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Salutation
P} The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.

Benedicamus
Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

LSB 201

LSB 202

LSB 202

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give

unto you.
you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Announcements
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Hyml;l to Depart: 433 Glory Be to Jesus V1-6
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1 Glo - 1y be to Je - sus, Who in bit - ter pains
2 Grace and life e - ter - nal In that blood 1 find;
3 Blest through end - less a - ges Be the pre-cious stream
4 A - bel’'s blood for ven - geance Plead-ed to the skies;
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Poured for me the life - blood From His sa - cred veins!
Blest be His com - pas - sion, In - fi - nite - ly kind!
Which from end-less tor - ment Did the world re - deem!
But the blood of Je - sus For our par-don cries.

5 Oft as earth exulting
Walfts its praise on high,
Angel hosts rejoicing
Make their glad reply.

6 Lift we, then, our voices,
Swell the mighty flood;
Louder still and louder

Praise the precious blood!
Text: Italian, c. 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804-76
Text and tune: Public domain
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+ What We Believe +

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true
God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John
5:23; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in
heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all.
Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36.
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Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death
of God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father
no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace
again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy,
and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36, 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John
2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21.

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word
of God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His
family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6, I Corinthians 12:3.

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins,
and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6,; Acts 22:16, Galatians 3:27,
1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13.

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens
our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily
rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak
with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’
name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25.

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is
really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus
often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian
life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28, 1 Corinthians
11:23-29; [ Corinthians 10:16.

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2
Timothy 3:16.

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and
unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33.:6.

2" Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10;, Mark 13:32; Matthew 24.
We are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing
His message of love. [ Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20;
Revelation 20:4-6
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