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Our Mission Statement
Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the
Word of God through relationships and personal example.

Welcome Friends & Guests!
We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome
Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card.
Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the
service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand
it directly to an Usher before worship begins.

A Time for Quiet Meditation
As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use
this time for prayer and meditation to prepare your hearts to
worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting
with friends can be done in the narthex area so others will not be
disturbed. Thank you.

Offering
The offering 1s an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by
God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate.
We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you!

Standing
If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit
down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too.
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Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 11/16/2025

As We Gather
One of the great mysteries of the Christian faith can be
summed up in the word “near.” “Near” can indicate
something that 1s almost here but hasn’t yet arrived. And
at the same time, “near” can point to something already
with us, like those “near and dear” to our hearts. The
word “near” resounds with feelings of the here and now
and the not quite yet. Today in worship, Your Savior,
Jesus, 1s near! He 1s present in the here and now,
delivering grace upon grace. And He 1s on His way,
bringing the fullness of His freedom. Praise the God who
comes near 1n Jesus Christ, our Lord!

Confession and Absolution
Call to Worship Chimes

Prelude: “Sinfonia 6”
By Johann Sebastian Bach

Welcome
Hymn of Invocation: 873 Christ, Whose Glory Fills
the Skies V-3
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1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true and on-ly light,
2 Dark  and cheer-less is the morn Un - ac - com-pa-nied by Thee;

3 Vis - it then this soul of mine, Pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
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Sun of righ-teous-ness, a-rise; Tri-umph o’er the shades of night.
Joy-less is the day’s re-turn  Till Thy mer-cy’s beams 1 see,
Fill me, ra - dian - cy di-vine, Scat-ter all my un - be - lief;

Ao e e e
GEe—— — — — ——— _—=~—"—"—
Day-spring from on high, be near; Day -star, in my heart ap - pear.
Till they in - ward light im-part, Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
More and more Thy - self dis-play, Shin-ing to the per-fect day.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88

Tune: attr. Johann G. Werner, 1777-1822
Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation

[P] In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Opening Sentences

P} For I know that my Redeemer lives.
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so.

P} You have led in Your steadfast love the people whom
You have redeemed;

You have guided them by Your strength to Your holy
abode.

This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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Confession and Absolution

[P)
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The Lord has delivered us from the domain of darkness
and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins.

Almighty God and Father,

we confess, as Your people, our sinful human nature
and the thoughts, words, and actions that are evil in
Your sight. We need Your rescue. We need Your
righteousness. We need a Redeemer. Mercifully draw
near to us, O Lord. For the sake of Jesus Christ and
His cross, rescue us from our troubles and cover our
sin with true righteousness. Redeem our lives, that
our days and deeds would be directed in Your peace.
Amen.

Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son, Jesus,
to die for you, and for His sake forgives You all Your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word made
flesh and by His authority, I therefore forgive You all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word



Introit

Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.
I 1ift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD 1s your shade on your right hand.
The LORD will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.

Kyrie LSB 186
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer - cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day:
Proper 28 (Year C)
P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

[P] Let us pray.
O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given
exceedingly great and precious promises to those who
trust in You. Rule and govern our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may live and abide forever in
Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading: Malachi 4:1-6

' “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven,
when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble.
The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the
LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor
branch. But for you who fear my name, the sun of
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings.



You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. >And
you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes
under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says
the LORD of hosts.

*‘Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes
and just decrees that I commanded him at Horeb for all
Israel.

>“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the
great and awesome day of the LORD comes. °And he will
turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts
of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the
land with a decree of utter destruction.”

(A) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 98, antiphon: v. 9b

!Oh sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
’The LoRD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the
nations.
SHe has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.



*Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
>Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody!
*With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD!

"Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who dwell 1n 1t!
8Let the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills sing for joy together
’before the LORD, for he comes
to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.

Epistle: 2 Thessalonians 3:1-13

Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the
Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as happened
among you, “and that we may be delivered from wicked
and evil men. For not all have faith. *But the Lord is
faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the
evil one. “And we have confidence in the Lord about
you, that you are doing and will do the things that we
command. "May the Lord direct your hearts to the love
of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.



SNow we command you, brothers, in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any brother
who 1s walking in idleness and not in accord with the
tradition that you received from us. 'For you yourselves
know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not
idle when we were with you, ®nor did we eat anyone’s
bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we
worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to
any of you. °It was not because we do not have that
right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate.
9For even when we were with you, we would give you
this command: If anyone 1s not willing to work, let him
not eat. 'For we hear that some among you walk in
idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. '*Now such
persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus
Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own
living.

3As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing
good.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Allellgia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel: Luke 21:5-28
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first
chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

*While some were speaking of the temple, how it was
adorned with noble stones and offerings, [Jesus] said,
%«As for these things that you see, the days will come
when there will not be left here one stone upon another
that will not be thrown down.” “And they asked him,
“Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be
the sign when these things are about to take place?”
®And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many
will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!” and, ‘The time
is at hand!” Do not go after them. And when you hear of
wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things
must first take place, but the end will not be at once.”

9Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. !'There will be
great earthquakes, and 1n various places famines and
pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs
from heaven.
2But before all this they will lay their hands on you and
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and
governors for my name’s sake.



B3This will be your opportunity to bear witness. !*Settle
it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand
how to answer, *for I will give you a mouth and
wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to
withstand or contradict. '°You will be delivered up even
by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and
some of you they will put to death. !"You will be hated
by all for my name’s sake. '*But not a hair of your head
will perish. "By your endurance you will gain your
lives.

20¢But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies,
then know that its desolation has come near. 2! Then let
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let
those who are inside the city depart, and let not those
who are out in the country enter it, >*for these are days of
vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. 2*Alas for women
who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants
in those days! For there will be great distress upon the
earth and wrath against this people. >*They will fall by
the edge of the sword and be led captive among all
nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

2>¢And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars,
and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because
of the roaring of the sea and the waves,
26people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what

1s coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens
will be shaken.



27And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a
cloud with power and great glory. “*Now when these
things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your
heads, because your redemption 1s drawing near.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary



and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to
the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I+ of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn of the Day: 516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is

Flying
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1 “Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing,” The watch-men on the
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, And all  her heart with
3 Now let all the heav’'ns a - dore Thee, Let saints and an - gels
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heights are cry - ing; “A - wake, Je - ru - sa-lem, a - rise!”
joy is spring - ing; She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
sing be - fore Thee With harp and cym-bals’ clear - est tone.
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The Bride - groom comes, a-wake!

Your lamps with glad - ness take!

Now come, Thou Bless-ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son,
No eye has  seen the light, No ear has heard the might
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Hail! Ho-san - na! We en - ter all The wed - ding hall
Of Thy glo - ry; There-fore will we E - ter - nal ly
_’? N I I ! .
b e o e |
[y ' . “ ©
To meet the Bride-groom, who 18 near.”
To eat the Sup - per at Thy call.
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608
Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon: “Signs and Wonders” Luke 21

Offering: “Choral”
By Bela Bartok
Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church

P] Holy God, hear Your people as they pray, and grant to
us all things needful and beneficial according to Your
gracious promise in Christ, our Lord. Keep us from
being led astray by those who speak lies in Your name.
Awaken within us ears to hear Your Word and hearts to
believe, even in the face of trial and trouble, that we may
be found faithful when our Lord comes in His glory to
finish His new creation. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Uphold all ministers of Your Gospel and those who hear
it gladly. Cause that Word to be honored and so deliver
them from wicked and evil men. Give a mouth and
wisdom to Your people in all adversity to confess You
boldly and to endure faithfully to the end. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

We give You thanks, O Lord, for the gift of family, and
we ask You to bless the homes in which Your people
dwell. Make them to be places of blessing and peace
centered in Your Word, where the faith is preserved and
passed on to children and grandchildren. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, You judge the world with righteousness and Y our
people with equity. Bless us with good and faithful
leaders and government to defend Y our people, punish
the evildoer and encourage virtue. Raise up those who
will serve the cause of peace among the nations. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your Christ 1s our Rising Sun with healing in His wings.
Shine His light upon the sick, those who suffer loss and
persecution for the sake of Your name, those whose
hearts are heavy with grief,



and all who have requested our prayers [especially
/. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bring us to receive with thanksgiving and faith the most
blessed food of Christ’s flesh for the life of the world
and His blood that cleanses us from all our sins. Bless us
with unity of faith and harmony of doctrine and life. By
this blessed Sacrament, equip us with all the gifts of the
Spirit and bring to harvest the rich fruits of the Spirit in
the lives of Your people, both now and forevermore.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, You are the strength of Your people. Grant that
we may not give into temptation or be caught up in evil
but endure through Your grace to the day of Christ’s
return. We pray that we would be found holy and
blameless by the power of His grace when You bring the
dawn of the Last Day and lead us into the place where
there is no night, no darkness and no death. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Blessed Lord, You have promised never to abandon us
and to provide all that we need for this day and for
eternal life. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, hear
the prayers of Your people, and grant them all good



things for Your mercy’s sake. To You, the eternal God,
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be glory now and
forevermore.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Our Belief Concerning the Lord's Supper
(Communion Confession spoken together)

In celebrating the Lord's Supper we recognize the
Biblical teaching that this is not merely a
representation of Christ, but the real presence of
His Body, and His Blood in the bread and the wine.
We also recognize that in the Supper we receive
forgiveness of sins, strength and unity with fellow
confessing and communing Christians.

Preface LSB 194
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[P} Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface

[P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and 1n all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human
flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He
died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to
death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a
holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Y our glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered 1n the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.



The Words of Our Lord

P)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this 1s My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of 1t, all of you; this cup 1s the new testament in
My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P]
P]

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us
Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember
us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it Is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 197
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Agnus Dei LSB 198
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world, grant us Thy peace.

Choir Anthem:

Distribution Hymn

Thank the Lord

“Can You Drink the Cup?”
Lyrics by Pamela Martin

Music by Craig Courtney
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Post-Communion Collect

Al Let us pray.
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Benediction LSB 166
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and 1+ give you
peace.
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Hymn to Depart: 506 Glory Be to God the Father ) /-
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1 Glo-ry be to God the Fa-ther, Glo - ry be to
2 Glo-ry be to Him wholoved us, Washed us from each
3 Glo-ry to the King of an - gels, Glo - ry to the
4 Glo-ry, bless-ing, praise e - ter - nall Thus the choir of
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God the Son, Glo -ry be to God  the Spir - it
spot and stain; Glo -ry be to Him  who bought us,
Church’s  King, Glo -ry to the King of na - tions;
an - gels sings; Hon - or, rich - es, powr, do - min - ion!
| .
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Great Je - ho - vah, Three in One! Glo - 1y,
Made us kings  with Him to reign! Glo - 1y,
Heav’n and earth, your prais - es bring! Glo - ry,
Thus its praise cre - a - tion  brings. Glo - ry,
n | ID i [ I ' i
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glo - ry While e - ter - nal a - ges run!
glo - ry To the Lamb that once was slain!
glo - ry To the King of glo - 1y sing!
glo - ry, Glo - ry to the King of kings!

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-89
Tune: Walter G. Whinfield, 1865-1919
Text and tune: Public domain
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+ What We Believe +

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true
God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John
5:23; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in
heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all.
Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36.

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death
of God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father
no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace
again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy,
and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36, 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John
2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21.

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word
of God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His
family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6, I Corinthians 12:3.

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins,
and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6,; Acts 22:16, Galatians 3:27,
1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13.

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens
our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily
rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak
with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’
name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25.

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is
really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus
often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian
life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians
11:23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16.

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2
Timothy 3:16.

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and
unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33.:6.

2" Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24.
We are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing
His message of love. [ Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20;
Revelation 20:4-6



