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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use 

this time for prayer and meditation to prepare your hearts to 

worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting 

with friends can be done in the narthex area so others will not be 

disturbed. Thank you. 
Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 
 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 
 

Organist, David Collins • Choir Director, David Ortiz 
Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 

 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Pastor  ...................................................................................... Pastor Dwayne Hendricks 
Elder  ..................................................................................... Don Votaw & Ken Campbell 
Ushers .............................................................................  Michael Girggs & Bryant Arnold 
Reader  ........................................................................................................... Davy Smith 
Greeters ........................................................................................  Mike & Carolyn Griggs 
Altar Circle ....................................................................Diane Blankenship & Betty Jordin 
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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 10/19/2025 
 

As We Gather 
From an early age, many of us learned that persistent 

pestering is rude, as parents make this clear to children 

who repeatedly ask for the same things over and over. 

We are thankful that our heavenly Father never grows 

weary of our asking Him for what we need, no matter 

how repetitive our requests may be. As we see in Jacob’s 

persistent proclamation, “I will not let You go unless 

You bless me” (Genesis 32:26), in Paul’s exhortation to 

continually persist in what we have learned and believed 

(2 Timothy 3:14), and in Jesus’ parable of the persistent 

widow (Luke 18:1–8), we know we can bring all things 

to our heavenly Father persistently in prayer, trusting 

through it all that His will would be done. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Call to Worship                                                        Chimes 

 

 

Prelude:                                                  “Magdalen” 
                                                     Arr. by Ryan Meyer 

 

Welcome 
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Hymn of Invocation: 578 Thy Strong Word V 1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 
Tune: Public domain 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences 

P Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

for you. 

C Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known to God. 

  

P This is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if 

we ask anything according to His will He hears us. 

C Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to 

Me, and I will hear you. 

  

P Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 

grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 

in time of need. 

C The LORD is near to all who call on Him, to all who 

call on Him in truth. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P As the Psalmist writes, “When the righteous cry for help, 

the LORD hears and delivers them out of all their 
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troubles.” Our Lord hears our cries and invites us to 

speak to Him in our words and thoughts—to speak to 

Him in prayer. 

C We confess that we have failed to bring all things to 

You in persistent and persevering prayer, instead 

seeking our own devices and other means for the 

guidance, direction, and answers we seek. 

  

P Our Lord also invites us to bring to Him our faults and 

failings, our sins of what has been done and left undone, 

against Him and against our neighbors. We are 

reminded, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”   

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

  

P Unlike Jacob, we have been quick to give up and to 

discount the blessings held in store for us by Your grace. 

C Forgive us, Lord. 

  

P As Paul writes, we confess we have not always endured 

sound teaching; rather, our itching ears have been 

opened to things that suit our own passions and desires. 

C Forgive us, Lord. 
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P As in Jesus’ parable, we seek out our own justice and 

even retribution for times we are wronged, impatient in 

our waiting and unrighteous in our trust in the perfect 

justice assured at Your time. 

C   Forgive us, Lord. 

 

 P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 

die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. 

To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 

to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. As a called and ordained servant of Christ 

and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, 

bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit 

Remember your congregation, which you have 

purchased of old, 

 which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your 

heritage! 
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Remember this, O LORD, how the enemy scoffs, 

 and a foolish people reviles your name. 

Do not deliver the soul of your dove to the wild beasts; 

 do not forget the life of your poor forever. 

Let not the downtrodden turn back in shame; 

 let the poor and needy praise your name. 

Have regard for the covenant; 

 arise, O God, defend your cause. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Remember your congregation, which you have 

purchased of old, 

 which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your 

heritage! 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 

pray to the Lord. 
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A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 



9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day: 
                                                    Proper 24 (Year C) 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

           O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have 

commanded us to pray and have promised to hear us. 

Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may direct and 
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govern our hearts in all things that we may persevere 

with steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

  

 
  

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 32:22–30 

 22The same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, 

his two female servants, and his eleven children, and 

crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent 

them across the stream, and everything else that he had. 
24And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with 

him until the breaking of the day. 25When the man saw 

that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip 

socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 

wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the 

day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go 

unless you bless me.” 27And he said to him, “What is 

your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then he said, 

“Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, 

for you have striven with God and with men, and have 

prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your 

name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” 

And there he blessed him.  
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30So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, 

“For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has 

been delivered.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:  Psalm 121; antiphon: vv. 1–2 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

 From where does my help come? 
2My help comes from the LORD, 

 who made heaven and earth. 
3He will not let your foot be moved; 

 he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4Behold, he who keeps Israel 

 will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5The LORD is your keeper; 

 the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
6The sun shall not strike you by day, 

 nor the moon by night. 
7The LORD will keep you from all evil; 

 he will keep your life. 
8The LORD will keep 

 your going out and your coming in 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 
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Epistle  2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

 14As for you, continue in what you have learned and 

have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned 

it 15and how from childhood you have been acquainted 

with the sacred writings, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All 

Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, 17that the man of God may be competent, 

equipped for every good work. 

 1I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ 

Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his 

appearing and his kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready 

in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, 

with complete patience and teaching. 3For the time is 

coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 

having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves 

teachers to suit their own passions, 4and will turn away 

from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 
5As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, 

do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir Anthem:       “Go into the World” 
                                                              By Natalie Sleeth 
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel:  Luke 18:1–8 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth 

chapter. 

  

 
  

 1[Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought 

always to pray and not lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain 

city there was a judge who neither feared God nor 

respected man. 3And there was a widow in that city who 

kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against 

my adversary.’ 4For a while he refused, but afterward he 

said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect 

man, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will 

give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her 

continual coming.’” 6And the Lord said, “Hear what the 

unrighteous judge says. 7And will not God give justice to 

his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay 

long over them?  



14 

 

      8I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. 

Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 

faith on earth?” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible.   

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 
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     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to 

the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day: 725 Children of the Heavenly 
Father V 1-4 

 

 

 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 
Tune: Lofsånger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon: “The Persistent God” Luke 18 

 

Offering:  “W. A. Mozart” 
 Arr. by Steven Scott 

 

Offertory LSB 159 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Jacob wrestled with You, O Lord, and would not depart 

without a blessing. Grant us the blessing of Your grace 

and faith to hear and heed the voice of Your Word. Give 

us patience, courage and endurance in time of trial, that 

we may not despair when we suffer for the sake of the 

kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give faithfulness to 

pastors, that they may bear witness to the appearing and 

kingdom of Christ, who will judge the living and the 

dead.  
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     Instill in them patience and sober-mindedness, that they 

may rebuke, reprove and exhort all sinners with sound 

teaching. Grant preachers and hearers a fervent desire for 

the truth of Your Word, that we may not be led astray by 

our passions. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, guide and protect all families. Grant 

that husbands and wives might live in faithfulness to 

each other. Bless mothers with child, all children and all 

who bring children to Baptism and nurture them in the 

faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Holy One, bless Donald, our president; the Congress of 

these United States; _____________, our governor; and 

all elected and appointed officials of government. Guide 

them to promote good and just laws for the benefit of all 

people. Give them integrity, that they may serve the 

highest good with their abilities. Bless those whose 

sacrificial service regularly protects and defends us here 

and abroad. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Almighty God, because You neither slumber nor sleep, 

deliver us from evil. Especially we beg You to keep the 

lives of those who face sickness, injuries and troubles 

[including _____________]. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Unworthy though we are, we come, O Lord, at Your 

own invitation. Washed in the blood of the Lamb, we are 

the people of Your promise and the sheep of Your own 

flock. Grant us to receive with faith and in repentance 

the blessed food of Your Son’s body and blood, and 

bring this Holy Communion to bear fruit in our lives. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Gracious Lord, teach us to pray with persistence because 

You love us, always provide for us and promise to give 

justice to Your elect who cry out to You day and night. 

Grant us faith that wrestles with You but trusts that You 

remain in control. Do not let us go until You have 

blessed us with forgiveness, guidance and eternal life 

with Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Merciful Father, as You have promised, keep safe our 

coming in and our going out from this time forth and 

forevermore, for we pray in the name of Jesus, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
    

Service of the Sacrament 

Our Belief Concerning the Lord's Supper 

(Communion Confession spoken together) 
  

C In celebrating the Lord's Supper we recognize the 

Biblical teaching that this is not merely a representation 

of Christ, but the real presence of His Body, and His 

Blood in the bread and the wine. We also recognize that 

in the Supper we receive forgiveness of sins, strength 

and unity with fellow confessing and communing 

Christians. 

 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
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 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave 

and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 

body and His blood on the cross. 

  

      You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 

Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 

body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 

the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 

To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
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      In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 

Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 

remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 

and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 

us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 
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     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
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Choir Anthem:  “This Do in Remembrance of Me” 

                                                                              By Judy Hunnicutt 

Distribution 
 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

      We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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Announcements 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

     The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 
 

Hymn to Depart: 733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past V 

1-4 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used 

by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.  
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+ What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 

5:23; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death 

of God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word 

of God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. 

We are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing 

His message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; 

Revelation 20:4-6 

 

 
 


