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Our Mission Statement
Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the
Word of God through relationships and personal example.

Welcome Friends & Guests!
We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome
Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card.
Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the
service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand
it directly to an Usher before worship begins.

A Time for Quiet Meditation
As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use
this time for prayer and meditation to prepare your hearts to
worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting
with friends can be done in the narthex area so others will not be
disturbed. Thank you.

Offering
The offering 1s an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by
God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate.
We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you!

Standing
If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit
down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too.

Organist, David Collins « Choir Director, David Ortiz
Pianist, David Collins « Handbell Director, Judy Houston
Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor
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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 8/31/2025

As We Gather
Entering the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, the
traditional site of the birth of Jesus, 1s one of the most
memorable experiences for any Christian pilgrim
visiting the Holy Land. First constructed at the
commission of Roman Emperor Constantine the Great in
AD 326, the church is on the oldest site continually used
for worship by Christians anywhere 1n the world.
Although the basilica 1nitially had a grand arched
entrance 1n 1ts first thousand years, it came into a period
of disuse and neglect after the conquest of the Holy Land
by the Islamic rulers of the Ottoman Empire in AD
1516. In an effort to prevent people from entering the
church with horses and cattle, the Christians caring for
the building at that time walled up the main entrance,
leaving only a very small door. This opening has ever
since been known as the “Door of Humility.” It makes a
most fitting way for those who come to worship at the
site of the manger of the Christ Child to enter that sacred
space. Where we worship here and now 1is also a sacred
space. Although we may not have needed to bow down
to enter the front door today, bringing an attitude of
humility to our worship of our gracious Lord is truly
fitting for us.



Prelude:

Welcome

Confession and Absolution
Call to Worship

Chimes

“Prelude and Fugue in E Minor”

By John A. Behnke

Hymn of Invocation: 711 Savior, like a Shepherd

Lead

Us

V1-4
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1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are Yours; in love be - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa -  vor, Ear - ly
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need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard -ian of  our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de -
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to re-
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
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feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seek us when we go a - stray.
lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Sav - ior, With Your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
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bought us; we are Yours. Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless-ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless-ed Je - sus, Hear us chil - dren when we pray.
bless-ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us turn to  You

bless - ed Je - sus, You have loved wus, Ilove us  still.
Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt.
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816-68
Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation

P] In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Opening Sentences
[P} Praise the LORD! Sing to the Lord a new song,
His praise in the assembly of the godly!

Let Israel be glad in his Maker;
let the children of Zion rejoice in their King!

® @

Let them praise His name with dancing, making melody
to Him with tambourine and lyre!

For the LORD takes pleasure in His people; He
adorns the humble with salvation.

®



Confession and Absolution

P)

P)

It 1s good and right that we should make confession of
our sins. The section on confession in Luther’s
catechism instructs us with these words: “Confession has
two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second,
that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the
pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly
believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in
heaven.” Humble yourselves, then, before God, confess
your sins to Him, and implore His forgiveness.

O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and
penitent sinner, confess to You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and
justly deserved Your present and eternal
punishment. By nature, I am a sinful creature. By
thought, word, and deed I have continually
transgressed Your law. For the sake of the sufferings
and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and
merciful to me, a penitent and contrite being. Forgive
me all of my sins and grant me the power of Your
Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life.

God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.
Amen.



[P} As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained
servant Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

It 1s God who executes judgment,
putting down one and lifting up another.
We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your
name 1S near.
We recount your wondrous deeds.
At the set time that I appoint
I will judge with equity.
For not from the east or from the west
and not from the wilderness comes lifting up.
But I will declare 1t forever;
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
It 1s God who executes judgment,
putting down one and lifting up another.
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Gloria Patri LSB 186
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Glo-ry be totheFa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

Kyrie LSB 186

G) ==

Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer - cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day:
Proper 17 (Year C)
P T%le Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.



P) Let us pray.
O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy
Spirit to follow the example of Your Son in true
humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the
devil and with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly
pride; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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A - men.
Old Testament Reading: Proverbs 25:2—10

2Tt is the glory of God to conceal things,
but the glory of kings 1s to search things out.
3As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth,
so the heart of kings 1s unsearchable.
*Take away the dross from the silver,
and the smith has material for a vessel;
>take away the wicked from the presence of the king,
and his throne will be established in righteousness.
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great,
’for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
What your eyes have seen



8do not hastily bring into court,
for what will you do in the end,
when your neighbor puts you to shame?
?Argue your case with your neighbor himself,
and do not reveal another’s secret,
101est he who hears you bring shame upon you,
and your 11l repute have no end.

(A) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 131; antiphon: v. 2

'O LORD, my heart is not lifted up;
my eyes are not raised too high;
I do not occupy myself with things
too great and too marvelous for me.
?But I have calmed and quieted my soul,
like a weaned child with its mother;
like a weaned child i1s my soul within me.

30 Israel, hope in the LORD
from this time forth and forevermore.

Epistle: Hebrews 13:1-17

Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.

10



SRemember those who are in prison, as though in prison
with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also
are in the body. *Let marriage be held in honor among
all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will
judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. >Keep your
life free from love of money, and be content with what
you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor
forsake you.” °So we can confidently say,

“The Lord 1s my helper;
I will not fear;
what can man do to me?”

"Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the
word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life,
and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever. “Do not be led away by
diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart
to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have
not benefited those devoted to them. We have an altar
from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat.
HFor the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought
into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for
sin are burned outside the camp. '“So Jesus also suffered
outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through
his own blood. 3Therefore let us go to him outside the
camp and bear the reproach he endured. "“For here we
have no lasting city, but we seek the city that 1s to come.
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5Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that
acknowledge his name. '°Do not neglect to do good and
to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing
to God.

7Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to
give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with
groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Allelklia LSB 190
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Al-le - lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-1lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: Luke 14:1-14

[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth
chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

!One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house
of a ruler of the Pharisees, they were watching him
carefully.
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2And behold, there was a man before him who had
dropsy. *And Jesus responded to the lawyers and
Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or
not?” “But they remained silent. Then he took him and
healed him and sent him away. >And he said to them,
“Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into
a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him
out?” °And they could not reply to these things.

"Now he told a parable to those who were invited,
when he noticed how they chose the places of honor,
saying to them, **When you are invited by someone to a
wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest
someone more distinguished than you be invited by him,
?and he who invited you both will come and say to you,
‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin
with shame to take the lowest place. °But when you are
invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your
host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’
Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit
at table with you. !'For everyone who exalts himself will
be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted.”

?He said also to the man who had invited him, “When
you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends
or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest
they also invite you in return and you be repaid.

13



3But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, the blind, *and you will be blessed, because
they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the
resurrection of the just.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Pko
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven

14



and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to
the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

15



Hymn of the Day: 842 Son of God, Eternal Savior
V1-4
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav - ior, Source of life and
2 As You, Lord, have lived for oth - ers, So may we for
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav - ior, Source of life and
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truth  and grace, @ Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
oth - ers live. Free - ly have Your gifts been grant - ed;
Prince of Peace; Hush the storm of strife and pas - sion,
truth and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
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Hal-lows all our hu - man race, You our Head, who, throned in
Free-ly may Your ser - vants give. Yours the gold and Yours the
Bid its cru-el dis - cords cease. By  Your pa - tient years of
Hal -lows all our hu - man race: By  Your pray-ing, by Your
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glo-ry, For Your own will ev - er plead: Fill us with Your
sil - ver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; We but stew-ards

toil - ing, By  Your si - lent hours of pain, Quench our fe - vered
will - ing  That Your peo - ple should be one, Grant, O grant our

/) # ! r==1 } —
%@hd—"_{'df‘_‘_f —

O

love and pit - y, Heal our wrongs, and help our need.

of Your boun - ty Held in sol - emn trust will be.
thirst of plea - sure, Stem our self - ish greed of  gain.
hope’s fru - 1 - tion: Here on earth Your will be done.
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, alt.
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam

Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon: Lukel4: 1-14

Offering: “All the Way My Savior Leads Me”
Arr. by Adam Mason
Offertory LSB 192
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

Prayer of the Church

[P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus
and for all people according to their needs.

Heavenly Father, through the humiliation of Your Son,

You have called us to a place at Your heavenly table.

Teach us to treasure this place of honor and so to spurn

the foolish honors of this world. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Merciful Lord, Your Son has come to us who have
offended Him, called us to repentance and offered us His
forgiveness. Teach us to trust His love whenever we
offend Him and to go to His house to be forgiven by
those called to forgive in His name. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, grant mercy to Your Holy Church here
and throughout the world and to all who confess the
Christ, that unity of the Church in doctrine and practice
may abound. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, You have established the family and the home
to be a place where we learn, care and extend Your love
to one another. We come to You on behalf of Your
people, asking that You would visit and bless our homes.
Strengthen and restore our relationships through the
healing power of forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Righteous judge, bless our nation and those who lead us
in this land, and guide those who serve on behalf of this
people. Watch over all nations, that justice and peace
may reign.

18



Grant courage to Christians to endure in faith in times of
test, trial and persecution. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, we commend to You all who pass
through difficult circumstances: the lonely and the
persecuted, the imprisoned and the addicted, those
suffering from mental distress and those suffering from
bodily affliction /especially /. Comfort
them with Your promise that You will never leave or
forsake them. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Divine Master, You prepare for us a heavenly feast this
day. Grant us faith to cherish this banquet of
forgiveness, life and salvation and, being honored by a
place at Your table, inspire us to spurn all the small and
fleeting honors of this world. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else You know that we
need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and
rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.
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Service of the Sacrament

Our Belief Concerning the Lord's Supper

(Communion Confession spoken together)

In celebrating the Lord's Supper we recognize the
Biblical teaching that this is not merely a
representation of Christ, but the real presence of
His Body, and His Blood in the bread and the wine.
We also recognize that in the Supper we receive
forgiveness of sins, strength and unity with fellow

confessing and communing Christians.

Preface
[P The Lord be with you.
o)
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And with thy spir - it.

CON

[P] Lift up your hearts.
o) \
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

[P] Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
o)
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It is meet and right so to do.
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Proper Preface

[P} It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and 1n all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation,
humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant,
becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross.
Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death
and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
[P) Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
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glo - ry for - ev - er and ev - er A - men.
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;

this 1s My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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A - men.
Agnus Dei LSB 198
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
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Distribution

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
A) O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same 1n faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

Salutation LSB 201
P} The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
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Benedicamus LSB 202
Bless we the Lord.

#
7

m

CON

o

Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202

P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious

unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give
you peace.

) 4,4

V&l
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o

A-men, a-men, a - men.

Announcements
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Hymrh\ to Depart: 761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me V' /-4
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I Rock of A -ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee;
2 Not the la-bors of my hands Can  ful - fill Thy Law’s de-mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; Sim - ply to Thy cross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet - ing breath, When mine eye - lids close in death,

0 . . . .
S e e e
P —— ! o : V i i ”
Let the wa-ter and the blood, From Thy riv - en side which flowed,
Could my zeal no res - pite know, Could my tears for - ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to Thee for dress; Help-less, look to Thee for grace;
When I soar to worlds un-known, See Thee on Thy judg-ment throne,
f) | l
1 ) A ) A =X ]
e o> 2 4o
Q) [ I [ ! ' l

Be of sin the dou-ble cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.

All  for sin could not a-tone; Thou must save, and Thou a - lone.

Foul, T to the foun-tain fly; Wash me, Sav-ior, or I die.

Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee.
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-78

Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872
Text and tune: Public domain
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+ What We Believe +

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true
God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John
5:23; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in
heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all.
Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36.

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death
of God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father
no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace
again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy,
and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36, 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John
2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21.

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word
of God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His
family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6, I Corinthians 12:3.

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins,
and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6,; Acts 22:16, Galatians 3:27,
1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13.

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens
our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily
rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak
with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’
name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25.

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is
really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus
often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian
life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians
11:23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16.

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2
Timothy 3:16.

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and
unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33.:6.

2" Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24.
We are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing
His message of love. [ Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20;
Revelation 20:4-6
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