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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use 

this time for prayer and meditation to prepare your hearts to 

worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting 

with friends can be done in the narthex area so others will not be 

disturbed. Thank you. 
Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 
 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 
 

Organist, David Collins • Choir Director, David Ortiz 
Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 

 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Pastor  ...................................................................................... Pastor Dwayne Hendricks 
Elder  ............................................................................................................. Harry Kraley 
Ushers  ............................................................................. Michael Griggs & Bryant Arnold 
Reader  ........................................................................................................ Bryant Arnold 
Greeters ...................................................................................  Michael & Carolyn Griggs 
Altar Circle ...................................................................... Linda Downen & Cherryl Biggar 
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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 8/10/2025 
 

As We Gather 
Sometimes one simple word can have two meanings that 

are complete opposites. The word anxious is one of 

them. In English, it comes from the old Latin verb 

“angere,” which means to “take hold of” or “to give 

pain.” When Jesus says, “Do not be anxious,” He is 

inviting us to let go of that which causes us pain and to 

trust in God’s complete and loving care. And yet the flip 

side of “angere” describes a positive sense of eagerness. 

In the Advent hymn “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, 

Come” (LSB 350), we pray to our Savior: “Come, Thy 

beauty let us see; anxiously we wait for Thee” (st. 1). 

May our faithful worship reflect that hopeful kind of 

anxiety as we celebrate the presence of the Lord among 

us. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Call to Worship                                           Chimes 

 

Prelude:     
 
Welcome 
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Hymn of Invocation: 809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness V 

1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960 
Tune: William M. Runyan, 1870–1957 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences 

P I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall 

continually be in my mouth. 

C My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble 

hear and be glad. 

  

P Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His 

name together! 

C I sought the LORD, and He answered me and 

delivered me from all my fears. 

  

P Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the 

man who takes refuge in Him! 

C The LORD redeems the life of His servants; none of 

those who take refuge in Him will be condemned. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to 

Him, and ask His gracious forgiveness for the sake of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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C We now confess to God Almighty, before the whole 

company of heaven and before one another, that we 

are sinful human beings by nature and by deed. We 

have given in to anxiety and have not always put our 

trust in God and His gracious provision for our lives. 

We have not always been good stewards of the many 

gifts that God graciously gives us and have focused 

on keeping things for ourselves rather than sharing 

them with others. We have missed opportunities to 

share the love of Christ with those around us and 

have not sought out the best for the people of our 

family circles, our neighborhoods, and our 

communities. We pray our God to have mercy on us, 

to forgive us all our sins, to lead us into lives of 

growing faith and increasing charity, and finally to 

bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

  

P God is faithful and keeps His promises of full pardon for 

the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, granting mercy and 

forgiveness for those who repent and turn to Him. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
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Introit 

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 

 make melody to our God on the lyre! 

He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain for 

the earth; 

 he makes grass grow on the hills. 

He gives to the beasts their food, 

 and to the young ravens that cry. 

His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 

 nor his pleasure in the legs of a man, 

but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 

 in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 

 make melody to our God on the lyre! 

 

Gloria Patri LSB 186 
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Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day: 
                                                    Proper 14 (Year C) 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

      Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we 

live as Your people who offer acceptable service. Grant 

that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way 

that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 15:1–6 

 1After these things the word of the LORD came to 

Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; 

your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O 

Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue 

childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 

Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you have given 

me no offspring, and a member of my household will be 

my heir.” 4And behold, the word of the LORD came to 

him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own 

son shall be your heir.” 5And he brought him outside and 

said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you 

are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 

your offspring be.” 6And he believed the LORD, and he 

counted it to him as righteousness. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 33:12–22; antiphon: v. 20 
12Blessèd is the nation whose God is the LORD, 

 the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! 
13The LORD looks down from heaven; 

 he sees all the children of man; 
14from where he sits enthroned he looks out 

 on all the inhabitants of the earth, 
 



10 

 

15he who fashions the hearts of them all 

 and observes all their deeds. 
16The king is not saved by his great army; 

 a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 
17The war horse is a false hope for salvation, 

 and by its great might it cannot rescue. 
18Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, 

 on those who hope in his steadfast love, 
19that he may deliver their soul from death 

 and keep them alive in famine. 
20Our soul waits for the LORD; 

 he is our help and our shield. 
21For our heart is glad in him, 

 because we trust in his holy name. 
22Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, 

 even as we hope in you. 

 

Epistle:  Hebrews 11:1–16 

 1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen. 2For by it the people of old 

received their commendation. 3By faith we understand 

that the universe was created by the word of God, so that 

what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 

 4By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable 

sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended 

as righteous, God commending him by accepting his 

gifts.  
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And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 
5By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see 

death, and he was not found, because God had taken 

him. Now before he was taken he was commended as 

having pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible 

to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek 

him. 7By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning 

events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark 

for the saving of his household. By this he condemned 

the world and became an heir of the righteousness that 

comes by faith. 

 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go 

out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. 

And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By 

faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a 

foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs 

with him of the same promise. 10For he was looking 

forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer 

and builder is God. 11By faith Sarah herself received 

power to conceive, even when she was past the age, 

since she considered him faithful who had promised. 
12Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, 

were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven 

and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the 

seashore. 
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 13These all died in faith, not having received the things 

promised, but having seen them and greeted them from 

afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers 

and exiles on the earth. 14For people who speak thus 

make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they 

had been thinking of that land from which they had gone 

out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as 

it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for 

he has prepared for them a city. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel:  Luke 12:22–34 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth 

chapter. 

  

 
  

 22[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do 

not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor 
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about your body, what you will put on. 23For life is more 

than food, and the body more than clothing.  
24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they 

have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds 

them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 
25And which of you by being anxious can add a single 

hour to his span of life? 26If then you are not able to do 

as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the 

rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither 

toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory 

was not arrayed like one of these. 28But if God so clothes 

the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow 

is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe 

you, O you of little faith! 29And do not seek what you are 

to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30For all 

the nations of the world seek after these things, and your 

Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, seek his 

kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 

 32“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your 

possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves 

with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in 

the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches 

and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there 

will your heart be also.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day: 744 Amazing Grace V 1-5 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Sermon: “No Worries” 
 

Offering: 
 

Offertory LSB 192 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Almighty God, increase our faith in Your wise ways and 

gracious will. Preserve us from reliance on our own 

plans and natural powers, that we would ever trust in 

You and be counted righteous in Your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, You have clothed us with 

Your mercy and delivered us from our sins, that we may 

be Your own and live under You in Your kingdom 

forever. Place Your blessing upon the proclamation of 

Your Word, and prosper the work of all pastors and 

church workers in their various callings. Bless those 

being called to Your service and those preparing for 

church-work vocations. We ask especially for You to 

bless all seminaries and those who teach and learn Your 

Word therein. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Holy Father, You promised great and abundant blessings 

to Abram, which he believed by faith. Bless the hearts of 

Christian fathers to prize the gift of their children and to 

work in their lives for the good of generations yet 

unseen. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Lord, because we are weak and powerless apart from 

You, defend us against all our enemies and bless our 

nation and those who lead us, especially our president, 

governor, Congress, legislature, and all judges and 

magistrates. Make them wise and endow them with a 

good heart, that they may seek justice and show mercy, 

especially on behalf of the unborn and those least able to 

defend themselves. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Merciful God, You know our needs before we ask, yet 

You invite us to pray for health and healing, comfort and 

consolation, and peace at the last. Deliver those who are 

sick, and grant Your grace to all who cry to You for 

mercy [especially _____________]. Grant us the perfect 

consummation of our hope and the full healing of body 

and soul, when at last Your Son comes in His glory to 

deliver us to You forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Gracious Lord, grant Your Holy Spirit unto Your 

servants who recline at Your table this day. Enlighten 

them by Your Word as a lamp unto their feet, that they 

would be dressed in readiness for the coming of the Son 

of Man, both now and at the end of days, even as He 

girds Himself to serve them with His body and blood. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Grant us, O Lord, a steadfast faith in Jesus Christ, a 

cheerful hope in Your mercy, and a sincere love for You 

and our neighbors. Although we are not worthy of Your 

benefits, accept our sacrifice of thanks, together with the 

offerings that we return to You in faith, that we would 

not be fruitless or ungrateful but magnify Your grace. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, You worked the salvation of 

the world through the death of Your dear Son, and You 

work out Your holy purposes through the deaths of Your 

saints. Make us faithful unto death, and so receive the 

fulfillment of all Your promises; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

       The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 

unto you. 

       The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give 

you peace. 

 
 

Announcements 
 



20 

 

Hymn to Depart: 711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead 
Us V 1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt. 
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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+ What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 

5:23; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death 

of God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word 

of God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. 

We are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing 

His message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; 

Revelation 20:4-6 

 

 


