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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
Organist, David Collins • Choir Director, David Ortiz 

Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 
 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 

 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Pastor  ......................................................................................... Rev. Dwayne Hendricks 
Elder  ............................................................................................................. Harry Kraley 
Ushers  ....................................................................................... Jerry Sturz & Matt Kraley 
Reader .......................................................................................................  Bonnie Grisso 
Altar Circle ............................................................................ Kathy Vergon & Kristy Sturz 
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Third Sunday of Easter 4/14/2024 
 
Call to Worship                                                        Chimes 

 

Prelude:                       “Come, Thou Almighty King”  
                                                                  Arr. By Bill Ingram  

                                                                       Handbell Choir 

                                               

Welcome 
 

As We Gather 
Luke reports that at seeing the resurrected Jesus, the 

disciples “disbelieved for joy” (24:41). The theme of 

rejoicing is woven throughout the Scriptures. The 

psalmist exhorts: “Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious praise!” 

(66:1–2). The prophet Isaiah assures God’s people that 

they will have cause for rejoicing as he writes: “For the 

Lord comforts Zion; .  .  . joy and gladness will be found 

in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song” (51:3). Paul 

writes to people who know of the glorious resurrection 

of Jesus Christ on that first Easter day: “Rejoice in the 

Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4). 

The season of Easter is a time for joyous praise that 

begins now! 

 

Confession and Absolution 
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Hymn of Invocation: 464 The Strife Is O’er, the 
Battle Done V 1-5 

 

 

 

 
 

4 He broke the age-bound chains of hell; 

The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell. 

Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. 

    Alleluia! 
 

5 Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, 

From death’s dread sting Thy servants free 

That we may live and sing to Thee. 

    Alleluia! Refrain 
Text: Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, 1695, Köln; tr. Francis Pott, 1832–1909, alt. 
Tune: Giovanni P. da Palestrina, c. 1525–1594, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 167 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 167 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment.  

    For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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Absolution LSB 167 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit 

In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

 at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up 

 and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 

O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, 

 and you have healed me. 

O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; 

 you restored me to life from among those who go down 

to the pit. 

 

Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, 

 and give thanks to his holy name. 

For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a 

lifetime. 

 Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with 

the morning. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

 at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 

Kyrie LSB 168 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 

the Lord. 
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A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 170 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on 

earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day: Easter 3 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

      O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised 

up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, 

rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual 

gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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First Reading:  Acts 3:11–21 

 11While [the lame man who was now healed] clung to 

Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the 

portico called Solomon’s, astounded. 12And when Peter 

saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do 

you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though 

by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 
13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, 

whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of 

Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14But you 

denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a 

murderer to be granted to you, 15and you killed the 

Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this 

we are witnesses. 16And his name—by faith in his 

name—has made this man strong whom you see and 

know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the 

man this perfect health in the presence of you all. 

 17“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in 

ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18But what God 

foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ 

would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19Repent therefore, and 

turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, 20that times 

of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 

and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 
21whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring 

all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of 

his holy prophets long ago.” 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 4 
1Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! 

 You have given me relief when I was in distress. 

 Be gracious to me and hear my prayer! 
2O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? 

 How long will you love vain words and seek after lies? 
3But know that the LORD has set apart the godly for 

himself; 

 the LORD hears when I call to him. 
4Be angry, and do not sin; 

 ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent. 
5Offer right sacrifices, 

 and put your trust in the LORD. 
6There are many who say, “Who will show us some 

good? 

 Lift up the light of your face upon us, O LORD!” 
7You have put more joy in my heart 

 than they have when their grain and wine abound. 
8In peace I will both lie down and sleep; 

 for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety. 
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Epistle:  1 John 3:1–7 

 1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that 

we should be called children of God; and so we are. The 

reason why the world does not know us is that it did not 

know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and 

what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 

when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall 

see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him 

purifies himself as he is pure. 

 4Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also 

practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that 

he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 
6No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one 

who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 
7Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever 

practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Special Music:     “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” 
                                                               Arr. By Tyleen Stults 

                     (the wife of Angela Madding’s parent’s Pastor) 

                                                                 Handbell Choir 
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel:  Luke 24:36–49 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-

fourth chapter. 

  

 
  

 36As they were talking about these things, Jesus 

himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to 

you!” 37But they were startled and frightened and 

thought they saw a spirit. 38And he said to them, “Why 

are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your 

hearts? 39See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. 

Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and 

bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said 

this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41And while 

they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said 

to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave 

him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate 

before them. 
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 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I 

spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 

written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 

and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened 

their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to 

them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 

and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed 

in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am 

sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in 

the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
  

Apostles’ Creed  

P God has made us His people through our Baptism 

into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we 

confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 
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     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

 

Hymn of the Day: 483 With High Delight Let Us 
Unite V 1-3 
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Text: Georg Vetter, 1536–99; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Cinquante Pseaumes, 1543, Geneva 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 
Tune: Public domain 
 

Sermon: “Who We Are”  1 John 3:1-7 

 

Offering:  “Lead On, O King Eternal” 
 Arr. By Barbara B. Kinyon 

                                                                        Handbell Choir 

 

Offertory LSB 176 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Lord God, in Your presence we find fullness of joy, and 

by Your right hand, Christ Jesus, You win and deliver 

peace forevermore. In the midst of this world’s sins and 

sorrows, give us peace in the knowledge of His salvation 

and confident hope in the resurrection of the dead. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, by the incarnation of Your Son and the 

reconciliation of His cross, You have made us Your 

children and gathered us into Your Holy Church. Sustain 

the preaching of Your Holy Word and its message of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name 

among us and all the nations of the world. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Give peace, Lord, to our homes and enliven them by 

Christ’s resurrected life. Let the forgiveness of sins reign 
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among husbands and wives, parents and children. Assure 

those who live alone that they, too, are Your children, 

upheld by Your right hand. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Almighty God, preserve our nation and its leaders, 

especially Joseph, our president, and _____________, 

our governor. Preserve order and decency in this fallen 

world by their hands and restrain the sins and deceptions 

of the lawless, that we may practice righteousness while 

awaiting the eternal peace promised in Christ’s wounds 

alone. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P God of all comfort, You have compassion on those who 

are afflicted. Remember and have mercy on 

[_____________ and] all those in need of Your healing 

and deliverance. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by Your Son’s 

crucifixion all sins have been blotted out. Send us now 

the blessed refreshment of His bodily presence in the 

Sacrament of the Altar, and make us fit partakers in 

repentance for the forgiveness of our sins. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

       The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 
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Announcements 
 

Hymn to Depart: 484 Make Songs of Joy V 1-6 

 

 
 

5 Behold, the tyrants, one and all, 

    Alleluia! 

Before our mighty Savior fall! 

    Alleluia! 
 

D 6 For this be praised the Son who rose, 

    Alleluia! 

The Father, and the Holy Ghost! 

    Alleluia! Amen! 
 

Text: Juraj Tranovský, 1591–1637; tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Velká Partitúra, 1936, ed. Juraj Chorvát 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 
Tune: Public domain 
 

Acknowledgments 
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.  
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+ What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 

 

 


